
Tansi! For over 24 years, it has been my privilege and pleasure to 
welcome and guide Aboriginal learners along their education journey 
at Kwantlen. With the Aboriginal Gathering Place now an educational 
and social fixture of the Surrey campus, we are reaching out more 
than ever. We continue to welcome students, faculty and staff to 
learn, reflect, and connect through a variety of events and activities: 
guest speakers, films, tutoring, meetings of the Aboriginal Student 
Constituency, drum circles, and conferences. What is new is the Elder 
in Residence that we now have in place.

From the initial introduction to university life through to the excitement 
of graduation, Services for Aboriginal Students is here to assist 
students. We proudly partner with student services on campus to offer 
access to programs such as advising, counselling, recreation, financial 
aid, and career exploration, as well as long standing connections with 
traditional, cultural and spiritual communities.

Please come by and say hello – I look forward to seeing you!

Aboriginal Gathering Place, Surrey Main Building, room 168
T: 604-599-2269 E: darlene.willier@kpu.ca

Greetings from darlene willier
Coordinator, Services for Aboriginal Students

Provost and Vice President, Academic
KPU wishes to acknowledge the First Nations in our region 
on whose traditional territories our campuses reside:
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welcome from SAL Ferreras

Greetings to all students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends of KPU. As Provost and Vice  
President Academic at KPU and also as Chair of the KPU Aboriginal Advisory Committee  
I once again share our collective excitement as we begin a new academic year. 

Let’s look at the big happenings last year: 
• KPU installed its first Elder in Residence, Lekeyten in one of most moving and positive 

ceremonies ever at our university.
• KPU hosted a highly successful Pow-Wow in September of 2014 with over 600 attendees. 
• KPU’s Board of Governors approved an Aboriginal Protocol document to inform KPU’s 

Elder in Residence activities.
• The Government of Canada launched the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation 

Agreement (TRA) aimed at improving the lives of Indigenous Canadians through 
structural changes in Justice, Health, and Education. KPU will be monitoring its 
implementation of Aboriginal activities to seek alignment with the principles and 
intent of the TRA. 

• KPU launched an experimental Farm School with the Tsawwassen First Nation that is 
now harvesting its first set of crops. 

• The university is ready to propose to Senate and the Board the establishment of a minor 
in Indigenous Community Justice through the Faculty of Arts.

• KPU celebrated its first ever National Aboriginal Day at the Surrey campus. The 
day-long celebration featured dancing, singing, a public forum and a dedication by 
Lekeyten, our Elder.

• KPU partnered with the North Vancouver School District and the Industry Trade 
Authority to introduce a new Piping program and other entry level trades in 
collaboration with the Squamish Training Centre in North Vancouver.

• KPU alumna Tania Dick, our first Aboriginal graduate of the Nurse Practitioner 
program, was recognized as a Distinguished Alumni for her advocacy work for quality 
nursing care, helping the disadvantaged and improving the very limited primary 
healthcare available in remote regions of British Columbia. 

• The Academic Plan 2018, launched in June 2014 continues to encourage 
activities aimed at realizing our four strategic goals. The plan will outline 
our University’s commitment to providing an enriched educational 
experience for all learners. Our plan commits to four over-arching 
academic goals that will guide academic planning over the next four years. 
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On March 19, 2015 Brandon Gabriel, KPU alumnus and member of 
the Kwantlen First Nation, presented “Here and Now: Canoes, Art 
and Our Coastline” at the Aboriginal Gathering Place. The talk 
was attended by 70 students in Julia Murphy’s ANTH 1100 classes 
and other interested people from across campus.

Last summer Brandon, together with a team of friends and 
supporters, journeyed 1,200 kilometres by canoe from Fort 
Langley, down the Fraser River and up the coast of British 

Columbia.  Their purpose was to visit First Nations along the coast, discuss the future of the coastline, and bear 
witness to the effects of logging and industrial development.  While a canoe trip might sound like fun, this journey 
demanded mental and physical stamina.  

Brandon’s stories, photographs, and short videos amazed the students.  His emotional descriptions of unexpectedly 
encountering a long-lost relative, the generosity of First Nations, the disinterest of settler communities, and the 
difficulty of ending the journey a little short of the original destination, Metlakatla, moved everyone who heard them.

A film about the journey is currently in production.

Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s 2014 2nd annual Pow Wow was a great success. We had 
at least 700 people filter in and out throughout the event. This was the first year the Pow 
Wow was a competition pow wow, hence prize money was given for all dance categories. 
In the women’s category, bedecked and dignified in regalia were dancers who danced 
fancy shawl, jingle dress, and traditional. The men’s category had fancy, grass, traditional, 
and prairie chicken. All categories have their own distinct regalia. Over 100 dancers 
took part in the competition, and 8 drum groups participated. Dancers and drummers 
ranged from children to senior, and all ages in-between. Several vendors sold various 
crafts, clothing, and jewelry. Administrators, faculty, staff, and students collaborated to 
make it a huge success. This included about 20 volunteers from the Kwantlen Student 
Association’s (KSA) START volunteer program, who aided in registration, and tallying 
dancer’s points from the judges. It also included KSA staff who facilitated the sound 
system and technology. 

kpu 2nd annual pow wow

Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s (KPU) Academic Plan 2018 reinforces and activates our 
university’s stated goal of increased Aboriginal participation and commits to the establishment 
of an Elder in Residence. Consequently, Lekeyten of the Kwantlen First Nation is our first 
Elder in Residence.

The Elder in Residence at KPU works to help the University provide a supportive learning 
environment for Aboriginal learners.  The Elder’s primary focus is to encourage Aboriginal 
students on their educational journey, share knowledge, traditions and teachings with 
individual students and or groups and promote understanding and respect for Indigenous 
perspectives, culture and values. 

For more information or to request a meeting, please visit our website:  
kpu.ca/aboriginal/elder

elder in residence

brandon’s talk

The April 2015 Open House welcomed Aboriginal high school students 
for a unique, hands on experience of the trades programs offered on the 
Cloverdale campus. 

Titled Your Path, the open house featured campus tours, mini lectures for the 
students, school district staff and teachers in attendance. The event received 
an official opening of territorial welcome and song from Kwantlen First 
Nation Elders Cheryl Gabriel and Lekeyten Antone. The closing speaker 
featured former BC Lion JR LaRose who spoke about his own battles with 
adversity as a youth with Aboriginal roots and how it fueled his motivation 
for success as a professional athlete. Faculty and staff volunteers from the 
Faculty of Trades and Tech showcased the programs, making sure the event 
was a success.

cloverdale Campus 
Open House

Joshua Bailey, Mohawk from the Iroquois Nation in Ontario, completed 
a BA Double Major (Anthropology and Psychology) in December of 2014, 
simultaneously juggling, studies, family responsibilities and full time 
work.  The five years has been filled with hardships and challenges, but 
with the flexibility and understanding of KPU’s faculty and class schedules, 
he gained valuable experience and was still able to help those in his 
community. 

Joshua credits the encouragement and guidance from KPU’s Faculty and of 
the opportunity to achieve goals beyond what he thought his capabilities 
were. Joshua’s advice for future students would be: take time to build the 
education that you want. There should be no rush when it comes to learning 
and make sure you learn in a multidisciplinary way, this will make you 
a well rounded graduate with plenty of opportunities for success. Lastly, 
build relationships with Faculty, fellow students, and support staff; these 
will be your helpers throughout your entire educational journey.  

Joshua continues to work at the Fraser Valley Aboriginal Child and Family 
Services Society as a Family and Cultural Connections Worker and plans to 
further his education goals.

Farewell (and congratulations!)
To an Anthropology and Psychology Double Major 
Congratulations to Joshua Bailey, 2015 KPU graduate!

These are:
• To offer exceptional learning environments attuned to learners 
• To increase experiential learning opportunities 
• To define learning outcomes and methods of demonstrating student capability 
• To ensure student success and well-being 

How does this affect you?
The University’s VISION 2018 Strategic Plan and Academic Plan 2018 set a path to increase Aboriginal participation 
and to introduce indigenous content into our academic delivery. This means we want to serve more Aboriginal 
learners, we want to foster a welcoming and respectful environment, and we want to cultivate an appreciation of 
the realities and challenges facing Aboriginal peoples in Canada and abroad. 

Provincial changes in the funding of Adult Upgrading courses (formerly known as Adult Basic Education) have 
caused some concern in the Aboriginal community. KPU is working closely with the Student Awards and Financial 
Aid office to ensure eligible students are guided towards the expanded resources available in the form of Adult 
Upgrading Grants (AUG) and that as many learners as possible can access the financial aid they require to enable 
their success. 

KPU reaffirms its commitment to becoming a destination of choice for Aboriginal learners throughout the 
Lower Mainland. We will continue to work with our neighbouring Kwantlen, Tsawwassen, Semiahmoo, Katzie, 
Musqueam and Squamish Nations to develop new opportunities for Aboriginal learners and new ways to serve 
that diverse community.

We are well on the way to making KPU an important destination for Aboriginal learners and a centre of 
indigenous learning for the Lower Mainland. We welcome your participation and thank you for making KPU 
your house of learning.

sal’s welcome continued...
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