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Delta Concert Band performs for TALK
Brian Lewis came out of the closet about 10 
years ago. 

He retrieved his trombone and started tooting 
his old horn.

Happily, after reclaiming the brass, he found 
harmony with the Delta Concert Band. 

“Unless you take up music as a career – and 
most of us don’t – you’ve been playing for eight 
years or something like that – then what do 
you do with your music?  You put your horn in 
the closet.”

It’s a story that is common among the 45 
members of the Delta Concert Band – musi-
cians who tuned their instruments in high 
school and university and then tucked them 
away while they focussed on career and family. 

Concert bands, said Lewis, provide adults with 
a door to come back to music. 

Whatever their backgrounds, they now 
comprise an eclectic group of highly-skilled 
amateur musicians under the direction of Jim 
Tempest. 

The Delta Concert Band was formed in Ladner 
in October 1964 by a small group of musicians 
dedicated to solid musicianship and to serving 
the community – values that are still upheld 
today. 

Although there are none of the original 
members still playing in the band, several 
band members have been with the group for 
more than 30 years.  Current membership 
ranges from 18 to 80 years.  The enduring 
attraction, “first and foremost, is the level of 
the music that we play,” said Lewis. “The band 
is considered to have a very high standard 

of musicality and I think that’s what attracts 
people to the band. You need to have a certain 
level of proficiency to join.” 

Versatility is the hallmark of a concert band 
and Delta Concert Band prides itself at being 
able to play all types of music – swing, rock, 
classical, marches, musicals, movie scores and 
pops. 

“We try to tailor our music to the audience 
that we’re playing to – and in a wide variety as 
well,” said Lewis. “I think that’s what makes 
it good for audiences, there’s something for 
everyone.”

Supporting arts in the community is always 
part of the score for the Delta Concert Band.  
Several members are former music teachers 
and the band annually awards a bursary to a 
graduating student in Delta who plans a career 
in music. “Part of our mandate is that we want 
to encourage music in schools.”

Building on the successes of a long line of 
Delta-based bands stretching back to 1898, the 
Delta Concert Band plays at many local venues. 

“We like to play out in the community as much 
as we can,” Lewis said. “We want to be as big a 
part of the community as possible.”

This year, as the band celebrates its 50th 
anniversary, it will present a special concert for 
TALK on Saturday, March 8, 11 am – 1:15 pm at 
the Richmond campus. A light lunch is in-
cluded. Admission is free for TALK members, 
$10 for non-members. Registration is required 
by Feb. 28; call 604-599-3077.” 

Janis Foster | Janis.f@telus.net 
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Disrupted landscapes 
create A Terrible Beauty

Edward Burtynsky 
Mines #17 – Lornex Open Pit Copper Mine, Highland Valley, BC, 1985
chromogenic print on photographic paper
Collection of Surrey Art Gallery, gift of Edward Burytnsky
Photograph courtesy of Surrey Art Gallery with permission from the artist

Edward Burtynsky 
Homesteads #32 – View From Highway 8, BC, 1985
chromogenic print on photographic paper 
Collection of Surrey Art Gallery, gift of Edward Burtynsky
Photograph courtesy of Surrey Art Gallery with permission from the artist

Edward Burtynsky 
Oil Fields #24 – Fort McMurray, AB ,2001
chromogenic print on photographic paper 
Collection of Surrey Art Gallery, gift of Edward Burtynsky
Photograph courtesy of Surrey Art Gallery with permission from the artist

Edward Burtynsky has said that the aim of his 
photography is to evoke a sense of wonder. 

Judging from his recently extended exhibition in 
Toronto, audiences are captivated by his large-scale 
photographs of “disrupted” landscapes that  
dramatically record the impact of industrial 
progress and human development. 

Speaking at the Surrey Art Gallery in early 2009, 
the Toronto-based artist said that his journey began 
at age 11, when he took photographs at the GM 
plant in St. Catherine’s, Ontario where his father 
worked. “What was on the other side of the factory 
that people didn’t see? Whenever I had a chance I 
went into factories and took pictures.” 

While exploring the vast wilderness of Canada was 
appealing, he said he didn’t want to replicate Ansel 
Adams. He wondered, “Could I say anything new?”

He had worked as a miner in 1981 and stopped one 
day to take photos of the coal seams in Pennsylvania. 
“It occurred to me that the mine landscape was more 
real, more of my time than the natural landscape,” 
he said. “The landscapes that were changing were 
landscapes that hadn’t been photographed and 
identified. Man had changed the landscape. Mines 
are the massive pyramids of our time.” 

Burtynsky re-framed the notion of the sublime – 
man dwarfed against the awesome power of nature 
– into an inversion of that idea:  no longer  
is it nature that is to be feared. 

“We are now isolated from nature. We are now 
dwarfed by manufactured creations. We are now 
creating a world that is changing its composition of 
its land and water. These landscapes are our land 
but outside of our daily experience. Unless we go 
out of our way to get a tour, it’s not accessible.” 

Burtynsky’s 2009 exhibition at the Surrey Art 
Gallery, Uneasy Beauty – Photographs of Western 
Canada, featured photographs drawn from 
six series: Alberta Oil Sands, Container Ports, 
Homesteads, Mines, Oil Fields and Rail cuts, 
representing more than 20 years of work. 
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Edward Burtynsky 
Shipyard #7, Qili Port, Zhejiang Province, China, 2005
chromira digital print on photographic paper 
Collection of Surrey Art Gallery, gift of Edward Burtynsky
Photograph courtesy of Surrey Art Gallery with permission from the artist

Edward Burtynsky 
Alberta Oil Sands #2 – Fort McMurray, AB, 2007 
chromogenic print on photographic paper 
Collection of Surrey Art Gallery, gift of Edward Burtynsky
Photograph courtesy of Surrey Art Gallery with permission from the artist

Edward Burtynsky 
Alberta Oil Sands #11 – Fort McMurray, AB, 2007
chromogenic print on photographic paper 
Collection of Surrey Art Gallery, gift of Edward Burtynsky
Photograph courtesy of Surrey Art Gallery with permission from the artist

“These images are meant as metaphors to the 
dilemma of our modern existence; they search 
for a dialogue between attraction and repulsion, 
seduction and fear. We are drawn by desire – a 
chance at good living, yet we are consciously or 
unconsciously aware that the world is suffering for 
our success. Our dependence on nature to provide 
the materials for our consumption and our concern 
for the health of our planet sets us into an uneasy 
contradiction. For me, these images function as 
reflecting pools of our times.” 

Burtynsky donated the entire exhibition of 37 
large-format photographs to the Surrey Art Gallery. 

TALK participants will have the opportunity to 
view a survey of Burtynsky’s works produced 
between 1983 and 2013 at the Vancouver Art 
Gallery on April 29. In addition to his photographs 
of BC mines, railway and shipping ports, A Terrible 
Beauty will feature industrial landscapes in 
Asia, homesteads of BC in the early 1980s, aerial 
photos of Australia and selections from WATER, 
a five-year project that includes photos from 10 
countries, the film WATERMARK  and the book 
BURTYNSKY: WATER.

The unusually large scale of Burtynsky’s  
photographs makes them immediately arresting 
to viewers, with added power from the clarity and 
composition of colours, shape, light and form. The 
scale and scope of the multi-layered images are 
commanding and challenge us to appreciate and 
ponder the political, environmental, technical and 
aesthetic aspects of the works. 

As a docent at the Surrey Art Gallery who 
conducted school tours of Burtynsky’s exhibition in 
2009, I am sure that TALK participants will indeed 
feel a sense of wonder. 

This course includes a hands-on workshop  
following the guided tour. Please call 604.599.3077 
to register by April 22. 

Janis Foster |  Janis.f@telus.net 
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Don’t get taxed to the max

Third Age Learning at KPU Newsletter
Spring 2014

When it comes to taxes, Bob Latta subscribes to the  
KISS theory. 

Latta, an employee of Revenue Canada for 25 years, 
presented Tax Tips for Seniors for TALK in the Fall 2013 
Semester. Now a tax expert with his own business, Latta 
encouraged TALK members to do due diligence before 
paying the tax man.

1. File electronically and consider using income tax 
preparation software to help you maximize your 
income tax deductions.   
“CRA doesn’t want the paper. Keep your 
documents at home,” Latta said. “It’s up to us to do 
all the recording and filing.”

2. Split your pension income, if possible, to even the 
tax load.   
If one spouse has all the pension income, or if one 
has more pension income than the other, split the 
shared income.   
But, “If you’re a senior and married and have 
medical expenses, pension income and donations, 
that’s complicated,” he noted. “Who gets the 
medical expenses and/or donations?”   
Ensure that you and your spouse are using as much 
of potential tax deduction as you can between you. 
With some tax deductions, you may be able to claim 
the “leftover” portion of the tax deduction on your 
own income tax if your partner doesn’t need to 
use the entire amount to reduce his/her federal tax 
payable to zero. 

3. Paying tax quarterly – don’t do it if you don’t have 
to.   
You can have tax deducted from different pension 
sources, but not from dividends and interest 
income. The government is required to send you 
an installment notice if it deems that your income 
warrants it. For reference please see CRA pamphlet 
P110.

4. Keep all of your medical expenses throughout the 
year so you can maximize your medical expenses 
deduction.   
Premiums paid to private health services for 
extended medical coverage (Blue Cross, medical 

travel insurance, NOT MSP) are deductible. Dental 
costs, some health treatments and prescriptions 
are also deductible. Special equipment required 
due to health reasons (walkers and scooters, 
air conditioners, eyeglasses) are deductible; a 
prescription is usually required.    
You cannot claim over-the-counter medications, 
vitamins or supplements, even if prescribed by a 
medical practitioner.  
Expenses for purely cosmetic procedures are 
not eligible but wigs can be claimed by a person 
who has suffered abnormal hair loss because of a 
disease, accident or medical treatment.   
*** All of the above are only deductible if their cost 
adds up to three per cent of your income.  Check 
CRA online for the new folio on medical expenses.   
To qualify for the disability credit, you don’t have 
to be permanently disabled. You could qualify for 
a year due to an injury or perhaps a hip or knee 
replacement. There are five classifications with 
specific criteria. Your doctor has to fill out forms for 
this. 

5. Think ahead. There is nothing as sure as death 
and taxes   
Make a will. If you die without one, the provincial 
government will decide how your assets are 
divided.  
Probate fees: the BC government charges 4.5 percent 
on private property. A joint account is not subject to 
probate. Probate usually takes six months.  
A principal residence is not subject to capital gains 
when sold. Recreation property is deemed sold 
upon death and is subject to capital gain. 


