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AWARDS DINNER  By Brian Bjarnason                          

When the Board found 

themselves with a surplus 

of money in 2008  the 

decision was made to 

establish a scholarship for a 

“mature student” under the 

auspices of the Kwantlen 

Polytechnic University 

Foundation. It was my honour on January 21, 2010 

to attend the Awards Dinner on behalf of the 

Board. I shared an excellent meal with Nancy 

Sayre who is in her fourth year of a BA Double 

Minor in English and Creative Writing with plans 

to graduate in 2011, forty years after her high 

school graduation. She won a major award for a 

piece of fiction she wrote when she was in grade 6, 

but then life intervened. Then she began to wonder 

if she could go back and pick up where she had left 

off so many years ago.     

After graduation and after she finishes her second 

novel, she harbours hopes that she can attend the 

Writing Studio at the Banff Centre for the Arts and 

also the possibility of obtaining a Master‟s Degree.    

And then more writing…….. 

She was very appreciative of the contribution that 

we have made to her many expenses and asked me 

to convey her gratitude to the rest of the Board.  

She is exactly the type of person that we would 

hope to help out and I think that we can take a 

great deal of pride in our small gift to a struggling 

student. 

NOTICE 

The TALK newsletter 
will be mailed out to all 

members.  

 
If you would prefer to 
get the newsletter 

online, please contact : 

Lisa Riedler at 
604.599.3077 or 

Lisa.Riedler@kwantlen.ca 

March 2010 
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PROGRAM COMMENTS 

Hungary: the landlocked island  By Jean Garnett 

Over three sessions in early 2010, Peter Henderson shared his 

passion for Hungarian history and culture, particularly its rich 

tradition of Gypsy violin music and Operetta. 

Hungary‟s history is marked by succeeding waves of invasion, 

by the Mongols, Turks, Austrians (the Hapsburgs), Romanians, Germans, and 

Communists.  This probably accounts for the national temperament of pessimism, 

yet hope when all seems hopeless.   

Currently it is a very homogeneous population of mostly Magyars (ethnic 

Hungarians) with a very small minority of Roma (gypsies) and other groups. They 

still have a fairly well developed class structure which originated centuries ago via 

special rights granted to the nobility. “I kiss your hand” is a common greeting, 

though it is normally a verbal phrase, not a physical action. 

Peter gave us an extensive tour of Budapest through his photographs taken during 

the 11 Fall semesters he spent there teaching Accounting, and his stories of 

meeting the residents of this beautiful, historic city.   

A number of class members were inspired to visit by Peter‟s obvious love for all 

things Hungarian. 

In the photo left to right are: Joyce Neilson, Allan 

Good,  Don Murray, Selma Swaab, John Phillips, and  

Gillian Roberts (Chair). 

The TALK Surrey/White Rock  

Philosophers‟ café committee is 

seen here at work. Watch for the 

next newsletter to see what is 

planned for fall.  



3  

The Dalai Lama 
This is my simple 

religion. There is no need 

for temples; no need for 

complicated philosophy. 

Our own brain, our own 

heart is our temple; the 

philosophy is kindness. 

Mahatma Gandhi 

A friendly study of the 

world's religions is a 

sacred duty. 

Joseph Fort Newton 
Belief is truth held in the 

mind; faith is a fire in the 

heart. 

Programs  (Continued) 

Religions of the World 

This spring Sid  

Bentley is 

presenting his 

course to TALK for 

the fourth time. 

Once again it is a 

full class.  It is too 

soon to write a review, but Sid knows his subject 

and the first session was very informative. TALK is 

very grateful to Sid for once again giving us this 

splendid course.    

MORE THAN JUST WORDS by Elizabeth Bordeaux 

Subtitled “Oddities and Peculiarities of English,” David Ingre‟s two-lecture 

course was a fascinating mélange of information about our language. Did you 

know, for example, that approximately two-thirds of words that start with the 

letters SL have a negative connotation? (slovenly, sly, slay, slaughter, slavery….) 

We looked at the origins of English, its similarities to and differences from other 

languages, the complexities of its spelling and the extraordinary number of tenses 

in its structure. We discussed the richness of a language that adopts words from 

other tongues as diverse as Afrikaans (trek, apartheid) and Farsi (bazaar, divan, 

sofa). We looked at Canadianisms (Canuck, Mountie, muskeg) and words derived 

from literature (hypnosis, odyssey). We were enthralled. 

David is an instructor in Kwantlen‟s Applied Communications 

Department. One TALK member commented after this course,   

“I would love to be one of his students.” 
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SPECIAL  LUNCH  EVENT 

On January 30, 2010 Dr. David Atkinson, our President and Vice-

Chancellor, brightened up a winter afternoon with a discussion of 

the similarities and differences of the world‟s religions. We had 53 

people sign up for the talk, had 73 people turn up, and no one was 

disappointed! He has a varied and extensive background on the 

subject, having lectured and  written books and essays on the many 

and varied religions of the world. 

He distilled all of the major religions down to their four basic principles and – 

surprise, surprise – all of them were very similar. The various factions that have 

sprung up from them have all taken a narrow perspective and run with it, and all 

of the various factions are convinced that they, and they alone, are right.     

Dr. Atkinson spoke for almost one and one half hours, his only aids being his 

subject headings projected on the screen. He is a captivating and entertaining 

speaker, enhanced by his encyclopedic knowledge of his topic. The questions 

from the audience after his talk produced more thought-provoking ideas and 

opinions on the question. 

The addition of lunch and beverages was very welcome and gave the participants 

a reason to move around and mingle. It all made for a very instructive and 

entertaining presentation. 

 

TALK and White Rock Community Center Collaborate For First 

Time 

TALK is trying a new venture with the White 

Rock Miramar Community Center. For the 

month of March a program called “Literary 

Lunches” is being held in the White Rock 

Miramar Center every Wednesday. This is a 

beautiful center with several large meeting 

rooms; parking is free and travel distance for 

South Surrey/White Rock residents is minimal. At the completion of this course 

the TALK Board will evaluate the concept. Your input is welcome. 
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TALK BOARD MEMBERS VOLUNTEER FOR THE OLYMPICS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the two weeks of the Olympics, Linda Coyle was a Protocol Officer. She 

made arrangements for, or escorted dignitaries to ensure they had a positive 

Olympic experience. Protocol was a joint venture between the three venue cities 

of Richmond, Vancouver,Whistler, and VANOC.  

Training started last October and took place once a week and then three full days 

of training in January. In addition, Linda  went on tours of the locations before 

they were completed. A real highlight of her duties was to attend the women's 

hockey game for bronze between Finland and Sweden. She  got to sit in the VIP 

section and had the best seats in the house!! 

Elva Reid also volunteered. Prior to the Olympics she interviewed 

people for volunteering to work at the Olympics. During the 

Olympics she was Support to the Opening Ceremonies. Part of this 

job was to „Meet and Greet‟ performers. Elva also volunteered for 

the Cultural Olympiad.  In her words, “I had a great time. It was 

lots of fun.”  

Elva Reid 

Kaneez Bhimji and Linda Coyle at Korea House 
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Kwantlen Renames Buildings 

Surrey Campus Building Name Changes 

In early 2009 Kwantlen Polytechnic University underwent a process to collect 

ideas and choose new names for the buildings on the Surrey Campus. In May, 

Kwantlen announced the names that had been chosen. Building C was dedicated 

as Surrey Main earlier this spring, and it was decided that the rest of the 

buildings would be named after trees indigenous to British Columbia. 

APPEAL  FOR   SOME   HELP 

Last fall at the Annual General Meeting a number of people were elected to the 

Board of Directors and these individuals have been meeting regularly to create 

and keep running the courses which are now being offered in the spring session. 

But we could use some more help!!!  The “work” is not onerous, we have only 

one meeting per month and if everyone does a small amount an excessive 

workload does not devolve onto just a few individuals. If you could possibly 

donate a few hours of your time to helping in the operation of TALK it would be 

much appreciated by those who are currently keeping things running.    

Anyone willing to lend a hand could give me a call at 604-531-5069. 

Brian Bjarnason (President) 

Arbutus: Library/Learning center 

Birch: Bookstore/Cafeteria 

Main: Enrolment Services/

Counselling/Student Awards & 

Financial Assistance. 

Fir, Spruce, Cedar: Faculty 

offices/Classrooms/Studios/Labs. 

Yew: Storage 
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PROFILE: KEITH LANG 

If you were to ask what I have done in life, briefly I would say my 

career was in pharmaceutical sales. I retired from paid work early a 

few years ago. My young life was spent on a number of air bases with 

my family, in Canada and Europe. All of us could comprise a list of 

activities or jobs we have done by our stage in life. Some of these things we enjoyed 

doing and others not so much. My only real goal was to have an interesting life and yes, 

it is a cliché, but to make the world a tiny bit better. So, here is my list: queen scout, 

lifeguard, fireman, soldier, press photographer, sea kayaker, white water paddler, hiker, 

back country skier, director, coach, realtor, perennial student, and cyclist. In addition, 

I‟ve done most water sports. I was engaged in pharmaceutical sales for about 30 years, 

starting in Edmonton and ending here. The most enjoyable job was working with 

doctors and other staff in the teaching hospitals of Dalhousie and Memorial Universities.  

Residents, in particular, were a delight to work with. I do not enjoy watching TV 

medical shows, as they usually get it wrong! I‟ve travelled throughout Canada.  The 

only town or city that I know of that puts “city” on its signage that I have missed is 

Thompson, Manitoba. I‟ve enjoyed visiting all parts of Canada, ten provinces and both 

of the old territories. I‟ve not as yet been to the eastern Arctic.  Towns I would rather not 

return to are Uranium City, Saskatchewan, and Davis Inlet, Labrador. I‟ve lived a 

cumulative total of 8 years out of Canada. So far my foreign “country count” is 27.  

I‟ve never married, but do have a large circle of friends and family with kids and now, 

grandkids. I‟ve told a select group of husbands and wives about being on my “widows 

list.” A lovely lady on the list gets chocolates and flowers the day after her husband‟s 

funeral. Since retirement, I‟ve spent two months of every year touring Europe by 

bicycle. I highly recommend it as a perfect way to enjoy Europe, for anyone who can do 

a least 25k per day. Holland is good country for the novice touring cyclist. I‟m happy to 

share a few tips on this most delightful way of travel with anyone who asks.                                                                         

I was only an “A” student in a few subjects in school.  My friends were all the smart 

ones who got all the top marks. The joy of reading was one of the traits I took from my 

parents. Curiosity, boredom and the sense of accomplishment on discovering something 

new have made me a perennial student. I‟ve taken classes at fourteen different colleges 

and university. I‟ve even managed to graduate from a couple! In recent years a personal 

fear of dementia has spurred me, as I do believe in “use it or lose it.”                                                                                   

My family both nuclear and extended are important to me. I visit often my parents, who 

now live in Delta.  I‟m also fortunate to have a great sister and brother-in-law, who is 

one of my best friends, living in Richmond. Steveston has been home since 1987. After 

all this personal trivia, the only thing to take home is that this is a guy who knows 

something about touring of Europe by bicycle. 

Editor's note:  Keith was an active member of the program committee  

and he sat on the board and helped the program committee.  Thanks Keith.            
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My daughter was finishing a year at the „Uni‟ (University of New South Wales) in Sydney, 

Australia, so I took the opportunity in November 2009 to visit her and see a bit of Australia 

before she returned to Canada. We were advised that the Northern Territory would be hot and 

humid, nearing 40C at this time of year, so we opted for a tour of  South Australia and the 

Victoria Coast expecting seasonal temperatures in the mid 20s. It was just our luck to run into 

a heat wave unusual for this time of year and we toured in 36-39C. But it was a dry heat! 

In Sydney we visited the 13th annual “Sculpture by the Sea.” This spectacular Bondi to 

Tamarama coastal walk transformed the area into a giant sculpture park of over 100 sculptures 

by artists from Australia and across the world.  A visit to the Sydney Museum 

and Art Gallery was a must on our list and did not disappoint. The Aboriginal 

art was a new experience for me and mirrored our West Coast Indian art in 

uniqueness and price. I did buy a $12 museum poster that I framed and it 

captures the feeling of the art well. The museum had a didgeridoo demonstration that was 

impressive.  I learned that they used a circular breathing technique and that each sound had 

meaning.        

A flight on “Virgin Blue” took us to Adelaide where we walked and walked. 

The Adelaide Central Mall had a garbage can that is the highlight of my garbage 

can picture collection and the market had a kangaroo butcher shop that sold 

kangaroo meat in all its various permutations. Again a visit to 

the Art Gallery and the delight of viewing Adelaide‟s aboriginal collection. 

The highlight of Adelaide was a nocturnal walk in the Warrawong Animal 

Sanctuary just 20 minutes from the city. Whoever knew there were so many 

marsupials? With the aid of a strong flashlight and very knowledgeable guide, we were able to 

see many small animals and kangaroo coming out to feed in the dusk.     

After picking up a car we drove to Quorn where we were to start our 

previously booked Pichi Richi Camel tour. The owner agreed that only a 

tourist would go out for a four hour camel ride at noon in 39C heat, so my 

highly anticipated camel ride was rebooked for 4 pm and only lasted 2 hours. 

One more thing marked off on my “Things to do before I die” list. For those of you who have 

never ridden a camel, it is really quite easy.     

On to Rawnsley Park Station in the Flinders Ranges. Our goal was to visit Wilpena Pound, 

429 km north of Adelaide. Wilpena Pound is a remarkable rock basin covering 80 sq km. It is  

TRAVEL:  HIGHLIGHTS OF MY TRIP  ‘DOWN UNDER’                                                                      
By Joanne Cunningham 
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a natural amphitheatre shaped by the weathering and uplifting of land over time, this place 

has strong significance to the indigenous Adnyamathanha people.    

The semi arid landscape provided a new view of Australia. Dinner in the Woolshed - come 

restaurant, was an opportunity to mix with other Australians and tourists.  

Our next stop was the Coorong National Park. It is a wetland of international importance and 

was of great interest to my daughter. We stayed at the Coorong Wilderness Lodge and had a 

unique cultural experience with the Ngarrindjeri people. Again the 39C weather rearranged 

our plans and instead of a four hour tour, Gordie, our Ngarrindjeri guide, offered to take us 

kayaking at 6 am. I declined, but my kayaking daughter was thrilled. We then did a short bush 

walk to learn of the vegetation important to the aboriginal people. The accommodation was 

the best we had encountered and the experience a memory to be treasured. 

The Great Ocean Road (243 km stretch) in South West Victoria was         

spectacular. Having visited many coastlines I was not very enthusiastic over 

this part of  the trip. How wrong I was! The great rock stacks formed from 

constant erosion of the limestone cliffs for 10-20 million years are a sight to 

behold. The frequent huge waves that have caused many a shipwreck were 

mesmerizing.   

A special treat on the Great Ocean Road, was a roadside stop called “Mait‟s 

Rest.” Midway between Appolo Bay and Cape Otway, this 600m rainforest  

revealed a little bit of heaven. A boardwalk through tree fern gullies, 

Eucalyptus, and Myrtle Beech provided the touch of serenity needed on a 

long drive. 

A flight from Melbourne to Tasmania took us to Hobart and my desire to see 

the Port Arthur Penal Settlement (1830 - 1877) Tasmania has done a good job 

of presenting this historical data and I was glad we had visited. A highlight 

was a trip to the Bonorong Park Wildlife Center. Here I learned about the 

Tasmanian devil, fed kangaroos and patted a Koala.  

The last 3 days were spent in Sydney. We visited the famous 30 hectare 

Botanical Garden established in 1816, rode the ferry to Manly Beach and 

went to a concert at the Sydney Opera House. The concert hall holds 

2,679 and I couldn't find 20 empty seats. A surprise was „Australian Idol‟ 

being rehearsed on the steps of the opera house. 

While my original idea of a holiday in Australia included Uluru (Ayres)                      

Rock and the Northern Territory, I was pleasantly surprised to find                                   

Sydney, South Australia ,Victoria and Tasmania a great trip with many very interesting 

sights. 

 12 Apostles 
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‘COLLECTING’ By Joanne Cunningham  

Being short of material for this newsletter when starting to prepare it, I decided to do a piece 

on collecting.  While some people collect salt and pepper shakers and some collect cars, this 

writer collects pictures of garbage cans. Did you know that there are some very interesting 

garbage cans throughout the world?  Just keep an eye out for them.   

My collection came about inadvertently through taking a picture on a Saskatchewan roadway.   

Saskatchewan 

        Adelaide 
Menton France 

  Queen Charlotte Island 

 Prague 
Calgary Stampede 

Santorini Greece 

Newfoundland 

Queen Charlotte 

Bella Coola 

   Alice Springs          

Australia                  

  Pictures below are all from China 

Herbert Alberta 

Newfoundland 


