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The Criminology Department is proposing that the following change be made to the BA 
in Community Criminal Justice degree program (CCJ): 

The Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) for entry into the CCJ program be 
lowered to 2.0. 

The proposed change to the CGPA for entry into the CCJ program has been approved 
by the Criminology Department and the Divisional Curriculum Committee. 

LOWERING THE CGPA FOR ENTRY TO THE CCJ FROM 3.0 TO 2.0 
Under the current program requirements, students are eligible to enter the CCJ degree 
program in third year once they have completed the Associate of Arts in Criminology 
(AA Crim).  The required CGPA for entry is 3.0; although, students with a CGPA 
between 2.67 and 3.0 may be admitted on a case-by-case basis if space permits.  The 
Criminology Department is now proposing to reduce the required CGPA for the CCJ 
from 3.0 to 2.0. 
The CGPA requirement of 3.0 was established when this was the only degree option in 
Criminology.  Since that time, we have also implemented the BA Criminology degree 
program (BA Crim), which requires a CGPA of 2.0.  Over the past few years, the BA 
Crim program has proved to be a much more attractive program to students compared 
to the CCJ, and BA Crim students have demonstrated considerable success in terms 
of course completion and graduation. 
The chief advantage of reducing the CGPA for the CCJ is that it will make this unique 
program more accessible to students.  In turn, this should benefit the department and 
the institution at large by creating stronger enrollment demand.  One of the difficulties 
under the current program is that students complete a transfer credential (AA Crim) 
and then confront the CGPA requirement for admission into the CCJ program at third 
year.  As a result, students who might otherwise be interested in the CCJ and who 
might benefit from this program may avoid the CGPA hurdle by transferring to Simon 
Fraser University or the University College of the Fraser Valley.  Alternatively, students 
who choose to remain at Kwantlen may be electing to enter the BA Crim program 
instead of the CCJ program simply to avoid the CGPA requirement.  Lowering the 
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CGPA will bring the entrance requirements for the CCJ more closely in line with other 
criminology related-degree programs in the Lower Mainland, including the BA Crim at 
Kwantlen.  This should ensure that student decisions around which degree program 
they enter are not unduly influenced by entrance requirements, but instead are driven 
primarily by the “fit” of the program with their individual goals and needs. 
It is not anticipated that lowering the CGPA will adversely affect student success in the 
CCJ.  As indicated above, it has always been possible for students to enter the 
program with a CGPA below 3.0.  For example, of the 22 students who have 
graduated to date from the CCJ program, 10 were admitted with a CGPA of less than 
3.0.  Moreover, every one of these 10 students improved their GPAs during the 
program. Also, despite a different curricular focus and some different course 
requirements between the CCJ and the BA Crim, the two programs share some 
common courses.  Anecdotally, Criminology faculty members have not observed any 
difference in terms of course completion between the students of these two programs, 
despite the existing difference in CGPA requirement. 
We wish to make this change effective immediately on approval.  I would be happy to 
answer questions you may have regarding this proposed change. 

 – 2 – 


	Criminology Department
	Education Council
	Dave Lyon, Chair of Criminology Department


