
 
 

   

 

                   

                 

 

 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Education Council 

C:       

FROM: Takashi Sato, Marilynne Waithman 

DATE: June 9, 2008 

SUBJECT: English Proficiency Requirements: update to equivalency list 

 
Starting in 2008/2009, high schools in British Columbia will be implementing a new course: English 
12 First Peoples.  This is a course that “focuses on the experiences, values, beliefs, and lived realities of 
First Peoples as evidenced in various forms of text—including oral story, speech, poetry, dramatic 
work, dance, song, film, and prose (fiction and non-fiction).”1

 
According to the developers2 of the new course, “English 12 and English 12 First Peoples both meet 
the same rigorous graduation requirements.  Students may choose to take one or both of these courses 
and they may use results from one or both provincial examinations towards provincial scholarships. It 
is intended that students who earn credit for English 12 First Peoples will qualify for entry into post-
secondary educational institutions and programs on the same basis as those who earn credit for English 
12.” 
 
At Kwantlen University College, the English Working Group has been asked to review the curriculum 
for English 12 First Peoples.  Upon the advice of the English Working Group, we wish to propose the 
following two motions. 
 
Motion 1: 
 That the list of equivalencies for Kwantlen’s English Proficiency Requirement for admission to 
the institution be revised to include English 12 First Peoples on an equal basis as English 12. 
 
After such revision, the list of equivalencies would read: 

Applicants applying for admission to undergraduate level studies are required to have met the English proficiency 
requirement with a minimum grade of “C” in English 12 (or equivalent) prior to registering for courses (please refer 
to the section entitled Admission to a Program for definitions of program types). The following achievements can 
also be used to meet the English Proficiency requirement: 

 "C" in English Literature 12, English 12 First Peoples,  Communications 12 or TPC 12 (each option must 
include the completion of the provincial exam), or  

 Computer-based TOEFL 213 with Essay 4.5*, or  
 Paper-based TOEFL 550 with TWE 4.5*, or  
 Internet-based TOEFL 80, or  
 LPI Essay score 26 level 4, or  
 Completion of ENGQ 1098 with a minimum grade of "C", or  
 Completion of ELST 0281, ABEE 0081 with a minimum "B-" grade, or  
 Kwantlen Placement test into ENGQ 1099 or ABEE 0091 or ABEE 0092 or ELST 0381, or  
 Concurrent enrolment in a designated program 

                                                 
1 English 12 First Peoples Integrated Resource Package 2008, British Columbia Ministry of Education. 
2 http://www.fnesc.bc.ca/EFP12/ 



 
 

                      

 
Motion 2: 
 That, until June 2009, programs wishing to revise their program specific admission requirements 
in like manner need only inform the Education Council office, in writing, of their desire to do so, after 
appropriate approval of their divisional curriculum committees, in order to obtain Education Council 
approval for such program revisions. 
 
 
Motions 1 and 2 do not capture individual courses for which English 12 is a prerequisite.  It is 
recommended that revisions to course outlines be pursued using existing procedure. 

                 


