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Dear Student, 

  

 First, Bienvenue à Paris ! 

 

Paris, the most beautiful city of the world... 

                                                         ...is looking forward to welcome you.  

 

Searching an apartment in Paris has become quite ridiculously difficult: it is quite the same here as 
searching a job, more or less! So, as you might guess, as a foreign student it is even more difficult. 

  

We have tried to gather as much information concerning this topic as possible in this accommoda-
tion guide, and tried to make it as pleasant to read as possible. The INSEEC does not have a housing 
service yet and you must rely on private sources to find a place where to live.   

 

This accommodation guide contains many hyperlinks (easy to spot! All words or sentences written 
in underlined grey in this document are hyperlinks) referring to web pages or other parts of the 

document. To access these, press the ‘ctrl’ key and click on the grey underlined word.  

 

During your search, you will have to ‘fight’ many obstacles, one of them being the almost legendary 
French administration and its not so nice officials. Our piece of advice is simple: be patient and keep 
smiling! Perseverance is key during your search as you will most probably face many disappointments. 
Do not expect your first visit to be the one and only, you might have to visit ten flats before you 
actually settle down, unfortunately. Another noticeable thing is that housing standards in Paris 
might not be the same as in your country and you will have to consider yourself lucky for a 20sq.   
meter flat that costs less than €450 per month.  

 

Last but not least: this guide and the addresses contained in it are not binding the INSEEC in any 
regard. Please check the advice before reading. Your feedback is by the way very much appreciated 
if it helps us build an even better version of this guide, so please do not hesitate to talk to us about 
it during your time here. 

 

We look forward to meet you at INSEEC Paris. Do not      
hesitate to contact us, if you need further information.  
     

Sincerely, 

 

     Christa VAUGUIN                          Lorena ZANELLI 

             Director                                Responsible Incoming Students 

   INSEEC International       Erasmus Coordinator 
   Relations Department 
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   Types of accommodation  

 Furnished or unfurnished? 
 The first decision one has to make is 
whether to want a furnished or an unfurnished 
place.  Choosing between the two is rather easy 
for you! Since you are not staying long, it may be 
better to opt for a furnished flat. Unfurnished 
flats are likely to be cheaper than furnished ones, 
but you will have to pay for the furniture and more 
difficult, have to find out how to get rid of it 
quickly when you leave Paris!  

 

 Alone or… ? 
 Sharing a flat with other students will 
most likely reduce your costs since you will divide 
the price of the rent and of the additional fees 
(electricity and gas, water etc). It maybe is a good 
option for you to get to know other students from 
your school who also come to INSEEC and arrange 
this with them.  

 

 Some students also arrange this when 
meeting for orientation day. However, make sure 
that you will get on well with other people you de-
cide to live with, in terms of ambiance (it is 
strongly advised to share a flat with someone who 
has the same interests as you) and of money 
(sharing a flat means sharing all the costs).  

 

 Another option, which is further devel-
oped in chapter 3 is to share a flat with French 
people (whether students or not) who are looking 
for a flatmate. Like in London and because of the 
high prices of the market, sharing a flat is becom-
ing more and more popular. This solution provides 
many advantages: if your knowledge of French is 
limited, you will improve it but you will also avoid 
having difficulties with the landlord or the French 
administration since you can ask help from your 
flatmates when you sign the lease and so on. Be-
sides, living with French people can be a good way 
to integrate fast in this complex city.  

What is the accommodation offer?  
 There are various types of accommodation 
in Paris. Please note however that apartments in 
France will often be listed as T1/F1, T2/ F2, T3/
F3 etc…This refers to the number of rooms in ad-
dition to the kitchenette and bathroom.  

 

So a T1/F1 will consist of a kitchenette, bathroom, 
and one other room (living room/bedroom). A T2/
F2 will have a kitchenette, bathroom, living room + 
1 bedroom, etc…It is not uncommon, particularly in 
Paris, for someone to sleep in the main living room, 
i.e. 2 people sharing a T2/F2. 

 

- Living by yourself and independently, you will 
have to focus on university halls housing offers, 
private apartments (listed as T1, F1 or ‘studio’).   

- Sharing a flat, you will have to focus your search 
on F2 or T2 if there are two of you (or T3 or F3 if 
you can afford or feel better having a ‘main room’ 
where none of you sleeps) and more if there are 
more than two in the flat.  

- Other options are open to you: some French fami-
lies accept to host a student in a part of their 
house. You have an independent bedroom, and most 
often, share the bathroom and kitchen with the 
family or with the other student who has a room in 
the house as well.   

- University housing (usually shared kitchen but 
independent bedroom and bathroom) is another 
option as well, but it is rarely open to international 
students, except for the Cité Universitaire, a large 
estate made of Country Houses (see chapter 3) 
there).  

- Some ‘foyers’ are also open to international stu-
dents but they might have strict rules, for in-
stance  concerning opening hours.  

- Youth hostels can also be an option but you 
should consider them as a temporary one since the 
cost, though little for a few days compared to ho-
tels, can become excessive in the long term.   
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 Apart from considering the amount of the rent (at least €400), you must know that there are       
numerous areas where you can live in and around Paris. As you may already know, Paris is divided into 20    
districts (called ‘arrondissements’, see map below) which differ a lot from each other in many regards. You 
have to take into consideration: 

 - the quality of life (safe area, grocery shops nearby...) 

 - the access to the facilities: is your flat close to the underground station? Please visit the interactive map 
of the Paris underground. Just click on the station of your choice and you will have a map of the area close to 
it and other practical information.  

- the access to the school: is you flat close to the school? Using the underground service simulator , you will 
be able to calculate how much it will take you to reach one point from another in Paris and the suburbs.  

Sometimes it is better to have a flat close to an underground station that is far from the school but on the 
same underground line rather than have a flat that seems not too far yet with many underground line 
changes. Paris underground corridors can prove really long walks!  

 

Below is a little indication of where the INSEEC campus are located if you chose to be close to the school. 
This map also shows places of interest that might guide your choice.  

The numbers show the underground - métro -  lines leading to the closest station to the campus.  

   Map of Paris  

INSEEC Paris  

Communication 

school 

Stalingrad 

INSEEC  

MBA Institute 

Exelman           

INSEEC  

Main Campus 

 
Colonel 

Fabien 
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 Where to live? 

  You will generally be fine anywhere in the 1st to 8th arrondissements (see map page 10), 
this includes such areas as St. Michel, St. Germain des Prés – the Left Bank and Latin Quarter). This 
does not rule out other areas though; Le Marais is also a popular area, as is Montmartre (though some 
people dislike its ‘vibrant’ nature). Try to avoid the areas immediately around the train stations, the sub-
urbs, and areas without good metro links. Clichy, Clignancourt, and Seine Saint-Denis are also to be 
avoided. Try and avoid the north of the 17th and 18th arrondissement as well. As a general rule, try and 
get more information about the areas neighbouring Gare du Nord, Les Halles, Place des Fêtes, Guy 
Môquet, Porte de Clignancourt metro stations if you are interested by a flat close to any of them. These 
are renowned as areas where not to wander alone at night time.   

 

 Paris / Suburbs… ? 

  Between the much-coveted capital and the often-rejected suburbs, arguments bounce 
back and forth: outings and cultural activities for Paris, or facility of public transport; and a greater and 
often cheaper choice of housing in the suburbs. The majority of students prefer Parisian life, even if it 
does mean paying an exorbitant rent, or being squashed into a Lilliputian-sized room…compromises that 
you will have to take into consideration when you decide!  
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    Your first (few) night(s) in Paris 

 

 Depending on your arrival date and your 
preparation, you might need to look for temporary 
accommodation before you find your own apartment.  

Short term accommodation is therefore an issue 
for you. We have collected  a few helpful addresses 
(ctrl + click on the grey underlined words to access 
the webpage).  

 

 Youth hostels & hostels 

  Youth hostels can be an interesting solu-
tion for you:  they are places where you can stay 
before you find your own place to live. All those 
listed hereafter include breakfast. And this is also 
the occasion for you to meet international  people 
and get some tips concerning Paris! Some of those 
hostels provide a good leisure framework, with res-
taurants and sometimes a bar with parties organ-
ised there… An opportunity to consider - but try 
and book in advance … and think of group bookings 
if you have university mates who need temporary 
accommodation as well - this will lower your costs!   

 

* Mije : a collection of 3 hotels in the heart of one 
of the most historic and beautiful areas of Paris, 
ran by an association. Mije offers B&B accommoda-
tion, as well as a restaurant.  Prices range from €28 
to €45 (depending on your wish to share the room 
with two or more people; the more people you share 
it with, the cheaper it gets). You must plan to add 
€2.50 as a yearly subscription to Mije.              
Credit cards are not accepted for payment.  

Rooms are equipped with a bathroom and toilets and 
sheets are included - but not towels. You must pay 
in advance and are not allowed to stay for more 
than 7 days (all three residences included). To book 

a room, visit their booking webpage or contact them 
directly to have a thorough view of the terms and 
conditions. Do not forget to contact them in       
advance. 

 

* Ethic Etapes :’Ethic Etapes is a voluntary union of 
international accommodation centres (CIS) which 
was set up in 1979. It is a non-profit organisation, 
whose purpose is to provide young people from all 
over the world with quality welcome.’   

Ethic Etapes offers 5 residences in Paris with vari-
ous comfort and services. Click on each of them to 
see which services are offered, the prices and how 
to book.  

- Ethic Etapes BVJ Quartier Latin   

- Ethic Etapes FIAP Jean 
Monnet  

- Ethic Etapes Centre d’Hé-
bergement Ravel   

- Résidence Internationale de 
Paris    

- Centre d’Hébergement Kel-
lerman     

The average price is €30 for one night. Please note 
that you will have to pay fees in advance and the 
rest while you leave. Another good thing to know is 
that you can stay from one night to 3 months.  
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* CISP Paris: two residences sponsored by the 
Paris Town Hall Office offering short term B&B for 
a rather cheap price (see rates). 
Booking can be made online 30 days 
before arrival or on arrival day if you 
have not booked your room. Bed 
sheets and towels are provided, as 
well as  shampoo and shower gel and 
you have wi-fi on site.  

 

* FIAP Jean Monnet  : it is a non-profit organisa-
tion aiming at welcoming people from everywhere 
for short term accommodation and food services.  
The residence offers affordable and good quality 
accommodation (each room has a bathroom and the 
telephone, sheets and towels are provided as well).   

As you will see on the website under ‘Stays -> Indi-
vidual accommodation’, the fares range from €24 to 
€56 depending on the number of people sharing the 
room with you and the type of breakfast you 
choose. The payment can be made via credit card, 
cash or cheques in euros, on your arrival. You can 
stay there from one night up to 3 months.  

 

* FUAJ Paris Youth Hostels : FUAJ is the French 
link of International Youth Hostelling network 
(IYHF).  It owns 4 youth hostels in or on the     

closest outskirts of Paris, for 
which the prices range from 
€19 to €23 per night, break-
fast and linen included.    Bath-
room is common to all rooms of 

one floor.  

- Hostel ‘Le D’Artagnan’: more details 

- Hostel ‘Clichy’ 

- Hostel ‘Cité des Sciences’  

- Hostel ‘Jules Ferry’ 

Note that membership is compulsory and that you 
can join from your own country, through the IYHF 
website or apply for a Guest Card when you arrive 
at the hostel. Each hostel has vending machines, 
international phones and information pamphlets. 
Some of them have laundry machines, bars, discos, 
travel agencies, cinemas or restaurants. However, 
the duration of the stay is limited - to 4 nights in 
summer and to more in the winter, depending on 
availability.  

 

 

* BVJ Louvre & BVJ Quartier Latin: two hostels 
benefiting from an exceptional location in the heart 
of Paris belonging to the non-profit 
organisation, the ‘Bureau des Voy-
ages de la Jeunesse’ (Youth Jour-
neys Board).  You can book online 
but payment will be made by cash 
once you get there. Rates vary from €27 to €40 
per night, sheets included. For the Louvre BVJ hos-
tel, bathroom and toilets are available on each 
floor,  whereas the Quartier Latin BVJ offers 
showers in each room. Dormitories possibilities are 
4,8 or 10 beds - unless you want a single or double 
room.   

 Bed & Breakfasts  

 B&Bs can also be a good solution for your 
first night(s) in Paris. They are usually cheaper than 
hotels and offer the advantage of a warm welcome  
and a true French Breakfast! Indeed, hosts put one 
or more rooms available also because they look for 
contact with visitors. They will therefore be happy 
to welcome you and sometimes show you around or 
give you tips about Parisian life … maybe on how to 

get sorted in the maze of finding accom-
modation in the capital! The logo        
pictured left shows a sign saying that 
this B&B has been granted the official 

Quality Label, a certification delivered by the Paris 
Town Office. For B&Bs, prices are variable but of-
ten start at €35 per night. 

Some organisations gather a number of owners and 
therefore you can browse some websites for ad-
dresses and offers detailing the housing quality 
(number and size of rooms), number of people al-
lowed and housing conditions (for smokers for ex-
ample…). Sometimes you will know a bit about the 
landlord(s), which also might help you guide your 
choice.  

Useful tip:  

this logo on the right shows that 
the hotel/B&B/company etc. is part 
of the Paris Convention and Visitors 
Bureau. As a professional of Paris 
Tourism, it has signed a chart of 
good procedures and has been 
granted membership.  It is an indication of quality 
housing/welcome respecting the official norms. You 
can trust those who put this sign on their website. 
But note that being affiliated is not mandatory for 
tourist professionals - if they do not show it, it 
does not mean that they are bad quality, only use 
this as an indication. 
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Here is a short list of affordable B&B contacts you 
can refer to in order to find a suitable and welcom-
ing place for  your first days in Paris: 

* Une chambre en ville : offers for B&B stays in 
every district of Paris. 

-  B&B Paris : Bed & Breakfast Paris is the largest 
network of Bed & Breakfasts in Paris. 
Together with other national networks they are 
part of Bed & Breakfast International. Offers for 
B&B stays in every district of Paris. Prices range 
from €20 to €67 depending on the type of B&B you 
choose and the number of people you share the 
room with.  

* Paris Homestay : offers for B&B stays in every 
district of Paris. Prices range from 20€ to 67€ de-
pending on the type of B&B you choose and the num-
ber of people you share the room with.  

* BedBreak : a collection of available B&B rooms 
ranging from €25 to €100 in various districts of 
Paris.  

* All Paris Apartments : this website offers an up-
dated database of available bed and breakfast 
rooms in many districts of Paris.  

* Paris BnB :  the webpage of a couple of Parisians 
who rent 3 rooms for about €70 per night for two 
persons.  

 

 

 Hotels 

   If the two previous solutions are not fine with you 
(no room left, you are looking for something else…), 
you can still think of hotels as your last resort be-
fore you find your own apartment…although it of-
fers some disadvantages: no breakfast included, 
more risks to have low quality housing, higher fees… 
But one can agree on the fact that choosing to rent 
a hotel room offers you the greatest choice, avail-
ability and freedom.  

Below is a little list of websites you can check to 
get affordable hotel deals - however the cheapest 
you will get is €35 per night and the average goes 
up to €50 per night!  

* My Paris Hotel check their ‘budget hotel’ portfolio  

* Paris 35, a website regrouping most housing solu-
tions that are €35 or less per night  

* Paris Hotel check their ‘tourist’ or ‘budget’ cate-
gory hotels 

* All Hotels  

* Holiday City 

 …a mere search on any search engine will 
give you many more addresses than this brochure 
can bear! If therefore you are interested, please 
check out the Web. And, of course as you know, 
many travel agencies or discount travel agencies 
offer some good prices and interesting addresses. 
Browse them! 

    Having a phone with you  

 It might sound stupid to remind you of this, 
but we would like to stress the fact that phones are 
absolutely necessary when you are searching for 
accommodation. Indeed, you have to be reachable if 
someone needs to contact you to offer you an 

apartment, or to contact landlords when you see 
their offers. So head out to get a phone or a chip 
to put in your own to make sure you can be reached 
easily! For more information on getting a phone, 
check out our Practical Life in Paris Guide.   

 Accidents happen and landlords are very 
afraid that people who rent apartments are not 
protected. It is therefore strongly recommended 
that you ask your personal insurance company for a 
housing insurance certificate mentioning that it will 
protect you and your apartment if it is needed. This 
certificate should include the mention of the ten-
ant’s civil liability. By doing so you make sure that 
you are fully covered but you also reassure the 

owner of the apartment and show your seriousness. 
Make sure your insurance certificate specifies that 
it covers expenses linked to damages caused to the 
flat, and explains the terms and conditions. Make 
copies of it for every landlord you might meet.  
Please note that if there are more than two people 
sharing the flat, individual contracts must be made. 
It actually is rather advised that every single per-
son has his/her own individual insurance contract. 

    Insurance matters!  
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    Documents you need to bring along 

As you know, it is rather difficult to find a place in Paris. Looking for your apartment might be a 
long task. You therefore must be ready as soon as you get in Paris - or from your own country. There is a 
number of documents you need to have with you when you meet landlords or agencies.  

We advise you to have a file with the following pieces ready (and bring copies of each of them)  

Note: Check out the Housing Dictionary section (page 12-13) if you need to know what some of the terms 
specified below mean.  

 

� Certificate mentioning you will be a student at INSEEC : Letter of acceptance such as the one sent to 
you (pdf copy available in advance upon request to the International Relations Department - see con-
tact details at the end of this guide) 

 

� Copy of valid Passport or Identity Card 

 

� Student visa if you have one 

 

� Copy of your latest three pay slips or your parents’ (or anyone bearing liability for you) 

 

� RIB 

 

� Proof of financial resources showing how you plan to finance your living expenses in Paris. This can be a 
certificate made by your home bank about your own or your parents’ bank account solvability. Alterna-
tively, where applicable, it can be an attestation (duly translated and certified) of your scholarship 
award and its amount.  

 

� Housing Insurance certificate (see bottom of this page) 

 

� References: most landlords ask for ‘garants’, i.e. people who attest that you will be able to pay and who 
attest that if you cannot, they will do it for you. It can be your parents or any relatives; but if you 
have one person that you know in France, try and make sure that you put this/these person(s) as your 
main reference(s). One reference is good, but if you can have two or three, that will be much better! 

 

� Contact name(s) and details of people you know in Paris, if there are any, so they can attest of your 
seriousness. They might be contacted by your future landlord. You can give the contact details of the 
INSEEC International Relations Department Officers, but that we can attest is that you are well en-
rolled in the school and will be attending it.  

 

 

 

Please do not ask the INSEEC to be your garant ; we are sorry but the school’s policy is to not 
sign any paper mentioning this fact as the INSEEC is not responsible for your ability to pay for 

housing.  
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 Right... Now start the pages you have been 
waiting for! You should be ready by now, to experi-
ence disappointment, long and tiresome searches… 
but also enjoy the pleasure of settling down and be 
ready to get the place where you are going to study 
and live for at least five months! Getting the place 
is literally the door to discovering Paris!  

 

So just make sure that you have all the documents 
we advised you to bring, that you have a strong will 
to get this apartment and... let’s go!  

 

Before we give you some more advice on the avail-
able housing solutions in Paris, lets’ review some of 
the questions you must ask yourself and make sure 
you have the answer to ; plus some pieces of advice: 

 

  Do not commit yourself until you have a full 
knowledge of the rental conditions.  

  Rent (‘loyer’) does not include additional charges 
like heating and electricity unless specified.  

  If lodging with the owner, are sheets and tow-
els included? Can you use the kitchen and are there 
restrictions on when?  

  Can you have visitors?  

  The rent is payable before moving in and early 
each month.  

  For a flat insist on a written lease once a de-
tailed inventory of the fixtures and the condition 
of the premises has been drawn up.  
 
We have split this chapter into two parts: searching 
on your own and having estate agents search for 
you. The last part deals with a piece of advice on 
housing lists, a frequently seen yet tricky housing 
search process. 
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    Searching on your own 

 

 Finding housing on your own in Paris is diffi-
cult, but not impossible. 

The housing problem is particularly acute in Paris 
where demand exceeds supply and rents are conse-
quently 30% higher than elsewhere in France. To 
rent a flat you will have to produce documentary 
evidence that you can afford to pay.  

There are two options among which you will have to 
chose: do I search for my flat on my own, or do I go 
to an estate agency that will make my task easier 
although it will create bigger costs? Estate agents 
will require a returnable deposit usually equivalent 
to two months rent; a month’s rent in advance and a 
commission, i.e. you will have to pay for the Real 
Estate company services.  

 

Students who wish to find their housing by them-
selves should be aware of the following: 

* The standard security deposit consists of 2 
months of rent which, by law, may be returned up to 
2 or 3 months after the student’s departure 

* A letter from the financially responsible person’s 
bank will be needed disclosing financial statements 
(i.e. copies of parent’s pay slips, bank statements, 
references …) 

* An inventory, or ‘Etat des lieux’, must be filled out 
by the student and landlord. The inventory is your 
responsibility, and it will be used to determine if 
any damages will be deducted from your security 
deposit upon your departure. Please read here for 
more information about this. 

 

 In general, only references and parents who 
live in France are acceptable. However agencies are 
accustomed to helping foreign students. They will 
charge you an agency fee equivalent to approxi-
mately one month’s rent. The agency fee includes 
help with telephone, electricity and cable hook-up.  
Students should be prepared to show a copy of 
their INSEEC confirmation letter or valid student 
ID and plan to have money available in France, i.e. a 
French bank account. International money transfers 
usually take more than a week. 

 

 Let us review the possibilities for you to 
find a place where to stay if you are looking for it 
by yourself.  

 

   

 There are many sources - virtual or real - to which 
you turn to look for a Paris apartment. The internet 
can be a valuable resource, but always remember 
you are dealing with more or less unscreened infor-
mation.   

 

 

  Housing ads in paper publications 

   First of all, you have newspapers and maga-
zines, whether they are specialised in housing or 
not. This is where having a phone comes as a handy 
useful thing! Please be aware that the ads placed on 
bulletin boards throughout Paris or in local newspa-
pers are not screened and that you may encounter 
difficulty in securing a rental for a short period of 
time (i.e. one semester, one academic year). 

 

One of the most common methods of finding accom-
modation is via FUSAC magazine. This is a magazine 
(and its website version) for English-speaking peo-
ple containing free ads and listings. It is free from 
a variety of cafes and shops (list of distribution 
points here). Be aware, however, that it only comes 
out on a fortnightly basis, and that not all of the 
ads in the magazine are found on the website – so 
check both! 

 

Another common source for finding apartments is a 
publication called De Particulier à Particulier (PAP). 
This is similar to ‘Loot’ in the UK. It is published 
every Thursday and can be bought from most news-
paper kiosks for €2.5. It is not uncommon for peo-
ple to get up at 6am on a Thursday to get a copy of 
PAP and snap up the best accommodation as soon as 
possible. Again, like FUSAC, not all of the ads in the 
paper are listed on the PAP website, so keep check-
ing both! 

 

 

 Bulletin Boards  

  Most cultural/religious institutes 
have bulletins and black boards for private accom-
modation offers. These are open to everyone. Try 
and get there early (9.00am) because they are 
popular and show updated offers everyday!    
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Another solution would be to look for offers or at 
least advice from the cultural centre that is linked 
with your country of origin. Do not forget to bring 
your ID card or passport mentioning the fact that 
you belong to that specified country, in case it is 
needed. There is at least one cultural centre for 
most of the world’s countries. Their role is to ad-
vise people coming from their country or interested 
in the culture of their country, but also help you 
when you arrive in Paris if you need any help. For a 
request such as advice on accommodation, be aware 
that not all of them will have offers ready for you; 
some of them might even not have anything to pro-
pose related to housing. But it’s worth a try! Check 
out their website and contact details here.  
 
The CROUS, the French State Agency for Student 
Life, also has some billboards where private owners 
put their housing offers.  
 
 

 University Housing 
Universities throughout France offer rooms and 
studio apartments at reduced rates (between 120 
to 300 Euros per month) in student residences man-
aged by the CROUS, the regional affiliate of the 
French national student-service agency, in relation 
with the other body known as CNOUS. Space in 
these residences is allocated according to certain 
criteria, with recipients of French government 
scholarships receiving priority.  
 
In Paris, where there are 300.000 students and 
only 3.000 units of university housing, scholarship 
students are the only ones who have a chance at 
getting a CROUS room. University residences or 
‘cité u’ are managed by the CROUS. They are one of 
the most cost-friendly housing solutions in Paris, 
and are consequently flooded with students. Best to 
get an early start if you hope to find something 
here, all the more so given the extremely limited 
number of places available within Paris: 2.800 
places for over 300.000 students!  
 
Please note that these rooms are given out on social 
criteria and are reserved primarily for scholarship 
holders, particularly those of the French govern-
ment. 
Partygoers and late-night birds beware: this kind of 
accommodation is not for you. Strict rules and 
regulations are the norms: curfews, regulated vis-
its… 
For student halls you can apply via the local CROUS 
office. Some applications can be done online 
(beware of applying very early; applications are pos-

sible between the 15th January to the 30th April 
before the schoolyear start) – for a list of the con-
ditions please see here. 
 
 

 The Cité Universitaire 
 This is a unique housing estate dedi-
cated to international students spending some time 
studying in Paris. For eighty years, the Cité interna-
tionale universitaire of Paris, a recognized private 
foundation of public utility, has been one of the 
rare institutions 
entirely dedi-
cated to the re-
ception of high-
level mobile stu-
dents, research-
ers and artists, 
at the service of 
cultural exchange and dialogue. The Cité interna-
tionale is a unique site today: this landscaped park 
where nearly 400 plants flourish is a true exhibition 
of 20th century architecture. The buildings built 
between 1923 and 1969 testify to a great diversity: 
regional and classical references, international mod-
ern architecture and experimental research. The 
academic community benefits from the Cité’s facili-
ties: catering solutions, libraries, culture-related 
events and facilities, sport etc.  
The Cité internationale welcomes residents from 
the whole world. The majority of the 38 Houses has 
lounges and study halls where a friendly ambiance 
reigns. Each room is equipped with a bed and linen 
as well as a desk and other furniture. The WCs are 
either shared or private. Ironing facilities  and 
laundry as well as kitchens are also available for 
residents.  The price for a room ranges from €280 
to €400 for students.  
Please visit the admission requirements page to 
know more. However, please note that you must ful-
fil the following criteria: 

  Students must be under 30.  

  Their educational level must be at least that of 
the second year at university.  

  They must be enrolled in an institution of higher 
education or university under the authority of 
Paris, Créteil or Versailles academies and studying 
for a diploma recognised by the State.  

  Admissions are granted for one year and can be 
renewed twice.  

  Australian students should address themselves 
to the: Services des Admissions de la Fondation 
Nationale, 19 boulevard Jourdan, 75690 PARIS 
CEDEX 14 - Tel: + 33 1 44 16 64 48 Fax: + 33 1 44 
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 Sponsored international housing  
 The Recollets: The former ‘Les Récollets’ 
convent, now an International Scientific and Cul-
tural Reception Centre, is located in Paris’ 10th ar-
rondissement, near Gare de l’Est station. The over-
all area of the Centre’s premises amounts to about 
6,800 m². As part of its role as a reception centre, 
81 furnished flatlets and studio/apartments are 
available: 14 studio flatlets of 25 to 29 m² used 
solely for accommodation, 55 units of 30 to 49 m² 
for use as accommodation or as accommodation/
workspaces, 12 larger studio/apartments, ranging 
from 50 to 120 m². The centre operates on a quasi-
hotel basis; the flatlets and studio/apartments are 
furnished and benefit from hotel-like services. The 
centre is also home (in around 1.200 m²) to the 
Ordre des Architectes d’Ile de France, an organi-
sation representing the Corporation of Architects 
in the Paris region.  
You can book online or contact them directly: Cen-
tre International d’Accueil et d'Echanges des   
Recollets, 150-154 rue du Faubourg Saint Martin - 
75010 PARIS. Tel. : 01 53 26 21 00 Fax : 01 53 26 
21 08 e-mail :contact@centre-les-recollets.com  

 

  

 Being accommodated by a family 
 Tempted to share in the lives of a French 
family, and get a taste of Parisian living?  
In return for a varying rent price according to the 
arrangement, or a few hours of baby sitting - you 
will be put up with a family, who often include 
breakfast and dinner as part of the deal. Much 
more appropriate for short stays, this kind of ar-
rangement will hamper your independence. Be 
aware, however, that the prices of these might be 
quite high.  
Some organisations in France can arrange for home-
stays in French families at a slightly higher price 
than university accommodation. This type of accom-
modation has its benefits as it helps foreign stu-
dents to integrate into the French way of living and 
to acquire a better knowledge of the French lan-
guage.  
 
The organisations below are already established 
agencies which can help students or tourists to lo-
cate a suitable French family where in exchange for 
boarding fees, they will be accommodated and fed. 
 
* The Alliance Française of Paris, 101, bvd Raspail 
(6e), tel. 01 42 84 90 00, offers a computerized 
service with ads to find an accommodation or tem-
porary job. Every day except Saturday, Sunday and 

holidays, from 8.30 am to 6 pm. 
 
* France Accueil Contacts, 3 rue du Colonel Moll, 
75017 PARIS, + 33 1 45 00 45 51. 
 
* FAC Paris, an association specialized in accommo-
dations in families in Paris only. See the price list.  
It concerns exclusively foreigners coming to Paris 
on educational, professional, tourist basis either to 
learn French language or any other subject, or on 
an internship. Minimum duration of stay is one week 
to one year. Ton contact them: France Accommoda-
tion & Culture - Mme Albine de Laforcade - 53, rue 
Boissière - 75116 Paris. Tél : 01 45 00 45 51  - Fax:  
01 44 17 90 84  
 
 

 Staying in a foyer  
 Foyers are places for students who need 
housing with good financial conditions. Indeed, they 
are mostly made for students who lack financial 
means. But they are as well made for people who 
are looking for company, since they often provide 
common rooms (TV room, reading room). They also 
sometimes provide common meals (it is even manda-
tory for most of them). You must therefore not 
expect the most comfortable or largest rooms in 
Paris when you apply there! They are however 
places where the community is put forward and 
that can be a good solution for those of you who 
are shy or fear to be alone in a big city such as 
Paris.  You must know that most of them are run by 
religious communities, although others are run by 
the City of Paris, and others by independent asso-
ciations.  Prices often range from 300€ to 500€ 
(most of the time two meals per day included).  
Please note that this type of accommodation some-
how ‘limits’ your ‘freedom of activity’. You might 
have to come back before a certain hour each night 
etc. Last but not least, note that there are two 
types of foyers: the ones dedicated to students 
(and most often to girls only) and the others called 
‘Foyers de Jeunes Travailleurs’ (open to young 
workers, and sometimes with a bit of persistence, 
can be open to trainees, students etc.). Below is a 
list of some of them.  

     

�Students Foyers 

* L'accueil familial des Jeunes Etrangers (Family 
hostel for young female students), 23, rue du Cher-
che Midi, 75006 Paris tel. + 33 1 42 22 50 34. 
 
* Foyer Tolbiac (open to young women only), with 
prices ranging from 290€ to 460€ 
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* Monbièvre student foyer: for young women only, 
located in the Latin Quarter. Contact them via mail: 
12 rue des Ecoles 75005 PARIS or phone: 01 43 29 
98 41.   
 
* L’étape Voltaire Blanqui: two residences within 
Paris open to boys & girls, with prices ranging from 
€255 to €420. You must download the application 
file (which is in French) and mail it to them.  
 
 

� ‘Foyers de Jeunes Travailleurs’ 

* Foyer Alma Bosquet : for young women only 
 
* Foyer de Reuilly: for young women only 
 
* Foyer Pierre Olivaint: for young women only. Con-
tact details: 5 av Ste Eugénie 75015 Paris. Phone: 01 
53 68 11 11 ; fax: 01 53 68 11 00. Email them for 
more information at : fpo@foyer-olivaint.com   
 
* Aftam foyers: dedicated to people with financial 
difficulties 
 
* Alfi: this housing website offers some possibilities 
to rent a room in one of their foyers. 
 
    
 

 Sharing a flat with others  
 Sharing houses in France is not as devel-
oped amongst young people as in the other countries 
(Germany, England or Australia). Students, and much 
less frequently people already in the active life, are 
doing so when they come to settle down in a city. 
However, due to the housing shortage and high rent 
prices, this is becoming more and more popular in 
Paris. And as you do not know many people, this prac-
tice is a very good way to create links and to make 
new friends.  
Besides, sharing a flat offers obvious financial re-
ductions compared to a flat where you would be liv-
ing by yourself.  
You can find yourself in two types of situation: ei-
ther you enter a flat where flat sharing is already 
‘active’, or you enter a place and decide to share it 
with others. In both cases you will deal with the 
landlord, but that can be done indirectly in the case 
of an already existing flat-sharing situation.  
 
Choosing to share a flat means sharing an apartment 
but not sharing a life, unless you share your flat 
with your boy/girl friend. So make sure that you can 
trust this person you are sharing it with!  
There are a few things you must take into account. 

(source: colocation.fr) 
- two people or more? If you are a couple: two is 
better! If that is friendship we are talking about, 
more than two can be great, it might be the occasion 
to get a nice ambiance and splitting the chores is 
made easier.  
- is it reasonable to share a flat when you are in 
Paris for your studies? Try and select your flat-
mates according to their ‘seriousness’, or rather 
their attitude towards studies. Some do not need/
wish to work too hard while others do, so try and 
share a flat with people that are like you regarding 
that matter. You can also organize the timetable: 
for instance decide with the flatmates on a few days 
per week during which partying is forbidden in the 
flat… 
- how to determine the amount of the rent for 
each? There are two options: share equally between 
each (this is the easiest situation) or, if one room is 
significantly smaller than the others, compensate 
with a smaller rent or more space (if there are com-
mon cupboards, plan to give more space to the one 
who has the smallest room). Always clarify this point 
when you start to get settled! 
- think of the ‘practical’ aspects: always clarify the 
points concerning things you share: the fridge, the 
cleaning chores, the phone line… Make sure everyone 
has understood how it works and respects it! For the 
phone line if you intend to have one, phone providers 
offer within additional charges the service of de-
tailed bills. You can therefore know what phone calls 
have been made and the cost of each. Or you can 
limit the land line for receiving calls only and ask 
people to make calls from their mobile phone only. 
Also think of the grocery shopping (will you shop in-
dependently or will you share some parts of the 
food?) 
- how does it work with the insurance? It is gener-
ally advised that every flatmate has his/her own 
insurance, which mentions the fact that he/she is 
part of a flat-share and has responsibility towards 
the landlords and other flatmates. However, con-
sider getting insured at the same insurance company 
to avoid conflicts between different insurance com-
panies. Be careful, though with the ‘clause de soli-
darité’ (see ‘housing dictionary’ ) 
- what if one does not pay for the rent? Check out 
on the rent contract what the responsibility is, and 
ask to have the possibility that you will not pay for 
those who do not. In this case, you must kindly but 
firmly push your flatmate to pay. If he/she does 
not, get in contact with the landlord and settle an 
agreement. You must know that the landlord has the 
possibility to tell this tenant to leave and ask you to 
search for another flatmate.   
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So, basically, sharing a flat is a good option but you 
must be sure that the people you are sharing it with 
are trustworthy in all regards.  
The French website colocation.fr has edited the 
‘flatmates chart’, a paper that every flatmate must 
sign and according to which everyone agrees to re-
spect various conditions. Although it has no legal 
value, it offers the advantage to settle things when 
you start living together. Make sure that every 
flatmate has a copy of it! If you wish to sign it with 
those who are going to share a flat with you, please 
find it here.   
 
Now that we have reviewed basic pieces of advice, 
let us turn to how to find your flatmates.  
In case you want to share a flat with people you 
already know and are coming to Paris with, you 
should rather turn to the ‘classical’ apartment 
searches and look for a flat that has at least as 
many rooms as there are flatmates. Paper ads, web-
sites and bulletin boards are where you might find 
your place. You can as well turn to a real estate 
agency (details in the following section).  
For others who do not know anyone with whom they 
want to stay or prefer to mix with unknown people 
and get a taste of life with new mates, you can as 
well turn to paper ads, websites and bulletin boards. 
Indeed, many people post ads where there will be as 
many visitors as possible. You can find among them 

some students whose flatmate has gone abroad for 
6 months or one year, so they will be most probably 
be happy to welcome you, knowing your situation! 
The internet also provides many addresses where 
you can look for the ideal flatmate. Check the flat 
sharing addresses page.  
 
However, note that there is a 
specific event made for people 
who look for a flatmate or flat-
mates to be looking for an apart-
ment. It is called ‘Le Jeudi de la 
Colocation’ and takes places 
every Thursday from 7.00pm to 
10.00pm in a Pub, usually The Financier (see map and 
details here). The Pub can welcome up to 500     
people. How does it work? There is what they call a 
‘Hall of Fame’ where offers are pinned. You can also 
meet your (maybe) future flatmates. This option is 
quite valuable since you both can get a taste of 
each other’s personality and make a deal quickly! 
There also are professionals who can help you and 
answer all your questions regarding legal issues. And 
all this for €5 per person only for the entrance! 
Check their website (hyperlink above) for more de-
tails about the future session… the venue can 
change (so you can check their next meeting place 
on their webpage), and you can book an entrance 
ticket online.  

    Real Estate Agencies 
 

 If you do not want to be looking for your 
own place by yourself, or do not have time to, and if 
you really want to find housing before you arrive in 
Paris, real estate agencies might be the easiest so-
lution.  
You must provide the same documents as if you 
were searching by yourself (see here). However, 
this solution is among the most expensive ones. In-
deed, estate agents charge you for the services 
they offer, usually one month’s rent. If you can af-
ford it, that of course means that you will not have 
to bother with making phone calls, visiting apart-
ments that do not match your search, and getting 
bored with all the paperwork. So if you intend to 
chose this solution, you can contact real estate  

 

 
agencies via email or phone to tell them what you 
want as an apartment. You might need to try quite a 
few of them since some agents do not speak Eng-
lish.  
You will have to send them a full file with all docu-
ments they request and they will let you know about 
the offers they have that can suit you.  
A good thing is to actually be in contact with a few 
estate agencies (there are hundreds in Paris) so 
that there are as many possibilities as possible with 
you. Real estate agencies usually charge you only if 
you take a flat they have proposed.  
 
Please refer to this page for a list of real estate 
agencies in Paris.    
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    Housing Lists 
 
 Housing lists represent another option 
for you. They are ‘agencies’ in Paris that give you 
access to a database of available apartments, with 
contact details of the landlords that you after-
wards contact by yourself and deal with to get the 
apartment. To gain this access you will have to pay a 
certain fee (usually something from €150 to €250).  

WE WANT TO WARN YOU AGAINST THIS SOLUTION 
Why? Simply because of the reputation of those 
housing lists. They are renowned for giving         
outdated lists (apartments already taken, apart-
ments already ‘belonging’ to estate agencies), and 
the access they make you pay is only available for a 
limited time.  
Besides, they often disguise themselves as estate 
agencies on housing ads websites. Beware, then. If 
you see any of the following names (non exhaustive 
list):  
  
* Louer Facile  
* sedrei mmobilier  
* CASA-IMMO  
* AXENA IMMOBILIER DIRECT 
* HESTIA LOCATION  
* ERA LOCATION 
* Loc'A 
* Audimmo 
* ANCEA Immobilier  
* logeka   
we advise you to not respond to the announce.   
 
Again, we would like you to NOT turn to this option 
because it might cause you more disappointment and 
get you to make more efforts than any other op-
tion.  

 
 
 

The financial implication is quite high as well com-
pared to the limited service, so please, for your own 
safety, avoid these housing lists.    
See below a recent copy of a private landlords 
housing website. The list sellers (circled) insert 
themselves inside other ads. So please watch out! 
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Name & Signature Name & Signature Name & Signature Name & Signature 

    

 THE FLATMATES CHART  
  
As specified in the section dedicated to sharing a flat with other people, the French website colocation.fr 
has elaborated a ‘flatmates chart’ which has no legal value but can help you make sure everyone has defined 
and knows the terms and conditions of the life in community. If you think it might be of help, feel free to 

use it: have every flatmate fill in the form and sign it, and copy it for every member of the flat.  
 
 
 
 

are going to share the flat located at the following address: 
 
 
 

and, through this contract, commit themselves to : 

 

� pay, without delay and according to the terms of the lease (‘bail’) their share of the rent, of the 
various ‘charges’ (hydro, electricity, gas and ‘taxe d’habitation’ - cross when inapplicable) correspond-
ing to __ % of the overall price;  

 
� pay without delay their share of the additional fees (phone, food), as proved by detailed bills;  
 
� pay without delay their share of occasional expenses (furniture, common parts…) that have been de-

cided and shared by all flatmates; 
 
� use the apartment in full respect of the others and as reasonable people; 
 
� not damage the apartment or any common belonging; 
 
� reimburse, fix or replace any common belonging that has been damaged; 
 
� not organise parties more than __ days each month; 
 
� not host anyone from the outside (non-flatmate) for more than __ days per month (consecutive or 

not); 
 
� pay, if all flatmates agree, a higher share of the rent and/or electricity and gas bills, should their 

host stay in the apartment for more than __ days per month;   
 
� respect everyone’s intimacy, and not enter any other’s room without prior invitation, unless there is a 

case of emergency or danger; 
 
� not introduce in the apartment any illegal device; 
 
� not physically or verbally aggress any other flatmate; 
 
� not make disturbing noises between __pm and __am, keep the sound level reasonable during daytime; 
 
� if any flatmate does not respect any of the above ticked rules, and depending the seriousness of the 

problem, the other flatmates must gather and speak with him/her. If within 8 days the same impair-
ment happens, the responsible will be excluded, with the notification via a ‘lettre recommandée’ 

 

Date of signature of the present contract: ______________________________  

Name & first name Name & first name Name & first name Name & first name 
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 Housing offers 

  Paper Ads  

  There are a few newspapers where you can find serious housing offers. The ones listed below 
are the most common ones.   

 Websites for announces from landlords (direct deal with them) 

 You will find many of those websites. However, not all of them are updated so do not expect to 
find always good offers there. Some of the below-mentioned include the fact that you need to pay a small 
fee (through phoning) to access the landlord’s contact details.  

 Caution: these ads may have not been screened. We cannot guarantee that they have not been posted 
by agencies or other housing professionals.  

Name / description Price Where to find it? / Tips Website 

PAP - de Particulier à Particulier 
Specialised in housing ads. 
Published every Thursday morning 

€2.50 Any newspaper kiosk or newspaper seller. 
Get it as soon as it is released, it is the 
most common reference and everyone 
checks it as soon as it appears!  

www.pap.fr  

Le Figaro  
General paper displaying housing 
ads renowned as very serious. 
Published every Wednesday 

€1.10 Any newspaper kiosk or newspaper seller. www.lefigaro.fr 

Fusac 
Ads newspaper for the English-
speaking community of Paris 

free Distribution points list here. www.fusac.fr/en 

Name  Access Description / Tips Language Website Comments 

Entre  
Particuliers 

free Direct access to the ad. No 
intermediary.   

Fr + Eng click here  

Immo- Immo free Direct access to the ad. No 
intermediary. You email your 
message to the landlord.  

Fr only click here Ads are not sorted (either by 
region in France, or apart-
ment type) so it’s a long 
search. 

Gratissimo free Direct access to the ad. No 
intermediary. You email your 
contact details to get the 
landlord’s contact details. 

Fr only click here Ads are not sorted (either by 
region in France, or apart-
ment type) so it’s a long 
search. 

Le Bon Coin free General ads website. Direct 
access to the ad. No inter-
mediary.   

Fr only click here Details of each offer is not in 
the title, you have to click on 
each to find out.  

Chez Nous Phone 
call to 
pay 

Housing website. You have to 
phone to be put in contact 
with the landlord. 

Fr only click here You can sort by rent amount, 
housing type… quite handy.  
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 Some real estate agencies or websites displaying real estate agencies offers  

 There are many others! For a directory of real estate agencies, see here (you can sort by dis-
trict by putting the postcode of the district in the ‘where’ box - type 750 + the district number) 

   

Name  Access Description / Tips Language Website Comments 

J’annonce Free General ads website. Click on 
‘immobilier’ then enter your 
search criteria. 

Fr only click here No direct link to the housing 
part of the website 

Loc Service €12  
for 1 
year 

Housing website. You pay €12 
via credit card, put your 
search criteria and inter-
ested landlords will contact 
you if your searches match. 

Fr only click here Can be useful since you wait 
for landlords to contact you 
but note that you have to be 
in line with the market prices 
and show good guarantees 

Le Site du 
Particulier 

free General ads website Fr only click here You cannot sort by rent 
amount so you have to go 
through all ads. 

Annonces 
Jaunes 

free General ads website Fr only click here  

Repimmo free General housing ads website Fr only click here You cannot sort ads by such 
or such criterion.  

Name  Access Description / Tips Language Website Comments 

Logic Immo free Real estate agencies offers   
website 

Fr + Eng click here 

Explorimmo free Real estate agencies + private 
owners housing offers 

Fr only click here 

Se Loger free Real estate agencies housing    
offers 

Fr only click here 

Orpi Immobilier free Real estate agency Fr + Eng click here 

Laforêt Immbilier  free Real estate agency Fr + Eng + 
Sp + Pt 

click here 

Century 21 free Real estate agency Fr + Eng click here 

Primappart free Real estate agency Fr click here 

FNAIM free Real estate agency Fr only click here 

ERA Immobilier free Real estate agency 
(quite expensive flats) 

17 languages 
available 

click here 

Foncia Immobilier free Real estate agency Fr only click here 

Guy Hoquet free Real estate agency Fr + Eng click here 

Agency fees 
to pay if you 
rent one of 
their flats  

- 
Usually  

equivalent to 
one month’s 

rent 

123 Immo free Real estate agency Fr + Eng click here 
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   Some real estate agencies or websites displaying real estate agencies offers - cont. 

  

  Websites for flat sharing ads 

Name  Access Description / Tips Language Website Comments 

Mon-adresse free Displays ads from both 
private owners and 
housing agencies 

FR only Click here or 
here for flat 
sharing 

 

ParuVendu free General Ads website 
with pages dedicated to 
housing 

Fr only Click here Pay attention to the Lists sellers 
(see here), they are quite active 
there. 

Location-
etudiant 

free Housing offers, mostly 
form real estate agen-
cies.  

Fr only Click here  

Direct  
Gestion 

free Housing offers, mostly 
form real estate agen-
cies.  

Fr only Click here  

Immostreet free Housing offers, mostly 
form real estate agen-
cies.  

Fr only Click here  

Name  Access Description / Tips Language 
Web-
site 

Colocation free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Kel-coloc free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Easy Coloc free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Appartager free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers.  

Available in 
12 languages 

Click 
here 

Recherche 
colocation 

free  
subscrip-

tion 

Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Cherche-
coloc  

free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Ma  
colocation 

free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers. You must write your ad before seeing 
others’.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Portail 
Colocation 

free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the 
already existing offers. You must write your ad before seeing 
others’.  

 Click 
here 

Apparte-
ment 

free See flat sharing offers in Paris. Fr only Click 
here 
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Alternatively, most of the ‘usual’ housing offers websites have a webpage dedicated to flat sharing offers, 
so you can turn to them as well.  

 

 

 Websites for residence management agencies 

  Some residences are being managed by administration of assets companies. These com-

panies manage the letting of the flats and therefore you must turn to them to know if they have 

availabilities or not. Please check below a list of residences where they offer students flats.  

Name  Access Description / Tips 
Lan-
guage 

Web
site 

Colocation 
France 

free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the       
already existing offers.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Kijiji free Post your own flat sharing offer or demand, or check out the       
already existing offers.  

Fr only Click 
here 

Residence name & de-
tails 

Web-
site 

Specificity Description according to the website 

Les Lauréades De Paris 
13ème Rive Gauche 
 
11 Bis, Rue De La Vistule 
75013 PARIS 
 
 

click 
here 

- Reservation online 
- Virtual visit 
- Flats availability 
consultation online 
- 77 flats (studio, 
T1bis & T2) from 
16.4 TO 40 sq. me-
ters. 
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; microwave; bathroom with shower, towel 
warmer, shelves; desk and storage space 
(wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs, armchair; 
unlimited internet access.   
Flats are equipped with videophone access control. 
Free parking for bikes 
Laundry room 
Sports hall 

Les Lauréades de 
Daumésnil 
 
6-8 Cour du marché St 
Antoine 
75012 PARIS 

click 
here 

- Virtual visit 
 
- 54 studios from 
14 sq. meters 

Accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; small oven; bath room with shower, shelves; 
desk and storage space (wardrobe/shelves); bed 
settee, chairs, table, TV and internet plugs. Flats 
are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room. 

Les Lauréades de Paris 
Grande Bibliothèque 
 
57-61, Rue Du Dessous 
Des Berges 
75013 PARIS 

click 
here 

- Reservation online 
- Virtual visit 
- Flats availability 
consultation online 
- 150 studios from 
15 sq. meters 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; mini ovens in some flats; bathroom with 
shower, towel warmer, shelves; desk and storage 
space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs and ta-
ble for most of them. 
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room; sports room, bikes parking. 

Les Lauréades de Paris 
18ème 
 
2-16 avenue de la Porte 
des Poissonniers 
75018 PARIS 

click 
here 

- 183 studios & T2s 
from 16 sq. meters 
and from 27 sq. me-
ters 
 
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; microwave; bathroom with shower, shelves; 
desk and storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-
bed, chairs, table; unlimited internet access.   
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Free parking for bikes; laundry room; sports hall. 
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Residence name & de-
tails 

Web-
site 

Specificity Description according to the website 

Les Lauréades Davout  
 
135-137, Boulevard 
Davout 
75020 PARIS 
 

click 
here 

- Reservation online 
- Virtual visit 
- Flats availability 
consultation online 
- 74 flats, studios 
from 13 sq. meters 
and T2s from 38 sq.  
meters 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; bathroom with shower, shelves; desk and 
storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs, 
table. 
Unlimited internet access.   
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room. 

Les Académies du Canal 
St Martin 
 
16 Rue du Buisson Saint 
Louis 
75010 PARIS 

click 
here 

- Virtual visit 
- 86 studios from 
15 sq. meters 
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; microwave; bathroom with shower, shelves; 
desk and storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-
bed, chairs, table.  
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room; bike parking. 

Central Fac Cité Griset 
 
16, Cité Griset 
75011 PARIS 

click 
here 

- Virtual visit 
- 46 studios from 
17 sq. meters and 
duplexes from 29sq. 
meters 
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; bathroom with shower, shelves; desk and 
storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs, 
table.  
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room. 

Le Voltaire 
 
4 rue des Nanettes 
75011 PARIS 

click 
here 

- Virtual visit 
- 91 studios from 15 
sq. meters  
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; bathroom with shower, shelves; desk and 
storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs, 
table.  
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room. 

Villa des Fontaines 
 
14-18 rue Victor 
Chevreuil 
75012 PARIS 

click 
here 

- Virtual visit 
- 43 studios from 
18 sq. meters  
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; bathroom with shower, shelves; desk and 
storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs, 
table.  
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room. 

Les Académies Rive 
Gauche 
 
43-43bis Avenue     
d’Italie 
75013 PARIS 

click 
here 

- Virtual visit 
- 77 studios from 
16 sq. meters  
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; bathroom with shower, shelves; desk and 
storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs, 
table. Flats are equipped with interphone access con-
trol. Laundry room. 

Académies des Buttes 
Chaumont 
 
8-10 rue Carduci 

 - Virtual visit 
- 66 studios from 
17 sq. meters  
- Short stays possi-
bility 

All accommodation is functional and furnished with 
cupboards, fridge and cooking plate-equipped kitch-
enette; bathroom with shower, shelves; desk and 
storage space (wardrobe/shelves); sofa-bed, chairs, 
table.  
Flats are equipped with interphone access control. 
Laundry room; bike parking. 
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 There are a few types of financial assistance 
for you when you are looking for accommodation. First 
of all, you must contact administrations from your uni-
versity, hometown, and State Administration to see if 
you are eligible for a mobility scholarship or any schol-
arship linked to your accommodation in your host 
country.  
 You must also be aware that the INSEEC does 
not provide scholarships for exchange students re-
garding any aspect of your academic or everyday life 
in Paris.  
 
 

   The CAF  

 There is one public institution that, as a 
student, you will be able to contact to get some help 
to pay for your accommodation. It is called the CAF 
(Caisse d’Allocations Familiales). If you are eligible, 
you will get some money each month, that, depending 
on what you decide, will be transferred either to your 
bank account or to your landlord’s. The amount will 
depend on your personal situation, the rent, surface 
and overall equipment of the flat you are renting.     
Eligibility criteria: 
- already have a flat: you cannot ask for this help if 
you have not found the place where you are going to 
stay yet. Indeed, you will need to put the address of 
your flat in the declaration you need to fill in in order 
to get the money; 
- be a student (evidence: certificate from the IN-
SEEC or a copy of your student card); 
- if you are from outside Europe, you need to have a 

carte de séjour, a paper from the immigration au-
thorities that you get on the condition that you are 
staying in France for at least more than 6 months. 
Without this carte de séjour, you cannot get the CAF 
help.   
How to contact them: their website is rather well 
built (although there is no English version of it, it is 
only available in French), so you will find lots of useful 
information and you can ask your question via email 
directly.  
You will need to send your financial help application 
form to your local CAF. Knowing which agency corre-
sponds to you is rather simple; it depends on which 
district of Paris your apartment is located. Please 
refer to the list below: 
- If you live in the following arrondissements: 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6, contact the CAF of Paris, 4th management 
centre, 19, rue du Pot de Fe, 75005 Paris. 
- For the 7, 8, 14, 15, 16th arrondissements, contact 
the CAF of Paris, 1st management centre Viala, 18 rue 
Vial, 75015 Paris. 
- If you live in the 9, 10, 17, 18, 19th arrondisse-
ments, write to the 2nd management centre 
Laumière, 67/69 av Jean-Jaurès, 75019 Paris. 
- For the 11, 12, 13 and 20th arrondissements, con-
tact the 3rd management centre Nationale, 101 rue 
Nationale, 75013 Paris. 
 
 

You can apply by downloading the paper declaration  
(click on ‘validez’, reply to the questions on the page 
after and then you will be able to download the form).   



 

26 

 Applying for the CAF online 

 Applying for the CAF online will make the process faster. Be careful to fill in the boxes properly 
and make sure you have a printer ready because although you fill it online, you still need to print the form 
once you have answered all questions and mail it to your local CAF by regular post.  
 Please note that you need to have a French bank account priori to applying for the CAF help. In-
deed, at some point in the form your bank account details will be asked. The money the CAF gives you is sent 
via transfer to your bank account, but they do not do international transfers. 
 You will as well be asked to send some additional documents (copy of your passport etc). Something 
you need to know is that the French public administration is very basic: it CAN be efficient but for that you 
have to make sure that you are in full compliance with what they ask you to do… So please DO send all the 
required documents at the same time you send your form and do not forget to sign forms when it is needed!  

IMPORTANT NOTE 

 
Once you are granted the CAF eligibility, you will be given an access number and code. Keep 
them carefully. They will be asked to you for any other contact you will have with the CAF 
later. You might have to have to fill in a ‘Déclaration de Revenus’ online afterwards as well.   

   Other types of financial assistance 
 
 The CROUS & CNOUS 

The CROUS (Centre Régional des Oeu-
vres Universitaires et Scolaires) and CNOUS 
(Centre National des Oeuvres Universitaires et 
Scolaires) are institutions dedicated to students 
who are eligible either for a French State or any 
other State Scolarship.  
Their services do include helps to find an accom-
modation and relieve you from some of the heavi-
est expenses linked to entering a flat, such as the 
security deposit. They do not help students who do 
not benefit from a scholarship. Besides, if you 
benefit from a CROUS assistance, you cannot 
benefit from a CNOUS assistance as well. For 
more info, visit the CROUS or CNOUS websites 
(which are only in French).  

 
 EGIDE 

Egide is an institution dedicated to In-
ternational Mobility in Higher Education, whether 
for Professors or students. It gives mobility 
grants based on academic excellence and social 
criteria. Egide is also the partner of many French  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Governement linked and worldwide grants for stu-
dents. You can apply to the one that corresponds 
most to your case if you match the eligibility crite-
ria. Please visit their website to consult the grant 
offers and the various requirements for each. 
They are displayed according to the geographical 
area.  

 
 The French Government agencies in your 
country  

Whatever the country you are from, you 
can contact the French government officers there 
who might help you and let you know about a grant 
that has been established between your country 
and France. Therefore, check out the embassy, 
Alliance Française, cultural centre or Consulate in 
your country and ask them for more information. 
Please also check on the French Foreign Affairs 
Ministry  webpage dedicated to studying in France, 
which details what State grants you can apply for 
and how to do so.  
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         The lease 

 

Ok… Now that you have gone through all the obstacles of searching a flat; fighting with admini-
stration, landlords and other institutions to secure a place…  it’s not over yet! Do not be alarmed, but when 
you enter a flat, there are specific things that you must be aware of.   
France is well know for its bureaucracy, and you will have to fill in many papers to be sure that you are 
complying with the requirements of the State and various institutions/people you will be in contact with.  
You will also have to deal with money requirements that are compulsory before entering a flat, and various 
check out lists. For instance, when entering a flat, the tenant must plan to pay the deposit (one to two 
months rent); the charges linked to it, and the first month’s rent. The tenant must also pay for the real 
estate agent’s fees if there are any. You must also take into account the insurance and the fees linked to 

Do you know what a rental lease is ? It is 
just the house contract or more specifically, the 
document which sets the conditions in which you are 
allowed to stay in a house/flat. It is mandatory and 
you must have a copy of it. In case of conflict be-
tween you and the owner of the flat, it appears use-
ful to settle the matter right.  
 
Please find below the rules you need to respect, the 
information which must be mentioned in the docu-
ment and lastly, our recommendations for you to 
know it all. First of all, note that the house contract 
MUST be signed by both the owner and the person  
who rents the place.                                                  
  

 You must find in it :   
- The exact day you started living and especially 
paying for the place;  
- The term of the contract;  
- An accurate description of the place with its con-
tents (if the place is furnished),  
- The nature of the premises and the equipments/
facilities, and nature of the common parts of the 
building (those shared by all neighbours); 
- The number of people renting the place, their 
name and contact details; 

- The amount of the rent, payment modes and possi-
ble revision indicators (INSEEC);  
- How much the guarantee deposit is, if there is any  
- The owner’s name (and usually his/her contact de-
tails), even if the place is being rent via a rental 
agency. 
 

 Indications which are legally forbidden to 
appear in the lease : 
- Forcing the person who rents to subscribe for an 
insurance to a company chosen by the owner; 
- Imposing to pay via bank transfer; 
- Allowing fines in case of violation/infraction; 
- Allowing the break of the contract without prior 
notice, except : if the person who rents does not 
pay either the deposit for the charges / if the per-
son who rents does not take a rental insurance/ if 
the person does not pay the rent; 
- Allowing the owner to change the terms of the 
lease (diminish his responsibilities, for example) 
without balancing it with equivalent consideration; 
- Forbidding the tenant to hold political, trade un-
ion, associative or work-linked meetings; 
- Obliging the tenant (after he has noticed about 
his leaving the flat) to hold visits for the next ten-
ants on bank holidays or weekend days.   
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  Electricity and Gas are provided by 
the EDF/GDF (Electricité de France / Gas de 
France), a national agency (check out their website 
if needed). 
 
The first thing you must check regarding this mat-
ter is to know if you personally have to settle things 
with the EDF, since some landlords do it themselves 
to avoid you the trouble, especially if they are used 
to letting the flat to foreign students. So try and 
get in touch with your landlord before you contact 
the EDF.  
 

 Getting the electricity 
- If you get a flat that is has been occupied at least 
in the past three months, the service will be put 
automatically after you call the EDF agency your 
flat depends on at the following number: 0 810 126 
126.  You will get the electricity almost right away.  
- If the flat you are renting has not been let for the 
past three months, you need to call the above num-
ber to get an appointment with a technician who will 
install the required stuff so you can get electricity.  
 

 Required documents 
You might need to prove to the EDF that you are 
indeed renting the place, so try and have a certifi-
cate signed by the owner of the place stating that 

you indeed live there.    

 
  Billing system 
The EDF is billed to you every other month (so the 
bill counts for two months), and your EDF consump-
tion will be checked every semester. Indeed, the 
EDF ‘foresees’ your electricity consumption and bills 
you according to this forecast. Therefore, you must 
make sure that, when you leave the flat, you have 
warned the EDF in advance so that they can bill you 
according to your exact consumption (see here for 
more details). You can pay either by cheque, or by 
bank transfer (download transfer authorisation here 
and add a RIB).  
 

  Consumption tips 
If you add one Celsius degree to your usual heating 
average, it translates as 7% more on your EDF bill! 
So it is advised that you keep an average instead of 
having ups and downs, which will cost more at the 
end of the day. Heating on all day at a low tempera-
ture will cost you less than putting it on only in the 
evening and turning it off when you leave your flat. 
A few simple yet efficient reflexes will also help you 
save some money on your bill: switch off the light 
when you leave a room, take a shower rather than a 
bath, and make sure your equipment is working well! 

         The EDF/GDF 

 Some residences or landlords offer direct 
Wi-Fi access in your flat, which is included in the 
rent. So check before hunting for a subscription! 
You also generally have free internet spots in foyers 
or residences, but it is not extended to all of them 
yet.  
There used to be a market monopole by one phone 
operator (now known as Orange) but there are many 
more offers now. Most of those who offer this pro-
pose you the ‘double play’ (phone + internet) or 
‘triple play’ (phone + internet + tv) for an interesting 
price. Usually they offer you the double play for 
about €25/month.  
Whatever the solution you need, you have to have a 
phone or cable plug (depending on which offer you opt 
for, whether you get your internet from cable or 
phone line) already in your flat, or have one installed, 
which might cost you a little money. Be careful to 
really mention the fact that you are a student. This 

usually gives you the right to a discount on the instal-
lation fee.  
Ask your landlord for the name of the previous ten-
ant, since you might need it to open the phone line.   
 
 

 The offers 
Presently, 9 operators offer comparable products: 
Club Internet, Orange, télé2, Neuf, Alice, AOL & 
Cegetel.  None of them provides an offer especially 
dedicated to students, that is to say taking in ac-
count your financial means and mobility.  
However promotional offers do exist from time to 
time - if you compare well and make sure that the 
obligations in terms of length of contract are 
aligned with the length of your stay in this flat.  
In order to compare the offers, you can check on a 
website that describes all existing offers and their 
criteria.  

         Phone, TV & Internet 
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  The ‘Etat des Lieux’ (literally, ‘state of the 
locations’) is a document that is crucial when you 
rent a flat. Although not mandatory, it is strongly 
recommended that you insist on having one. You have 
two types of ‘Etat des Lieux’: the ‘Etat des lieux 
entrant’ (when you enter the flat) and the ‘Etat des 
lieux sortant’ (when you leave the flat). We will deal 
here with the ‘Etat des Lieux entrant/d’entrée’.  
For more details about the ‘Etat des Lieux sortant/ 
de sortie’, please go there.  

  

 How does it work? 
    Basically, once you have agreed with the 
landlord or the flat or the estate agent, you will 
visit the flat with him/her. This person will have a 
paper that you will both fill in and sign, thus agree-
ing on what was written. Do not hesitate to take 
your time to really detail everything in the apart-
ment and ask questions. Make sure that everything 
you notice, even the smallest thing (a scratch on a 
door or something), is written on the Etat des 
Lieux. Make sure as well that you do understand 
everything that is being said on this paper!  If you 
do not speak fluently and if the landlord/estate 
agent does not speak your own language, try and 
have someone who speaks French with you.   
At the end of the visit, and once you have agreed 
on everything, both parties (tenant and owner or 
estate agent) will have to sign the document and a 
copy must be given to each.  

  
 Tips! 
   Additionally, it can be useful that you take 
pictures of the flat when you enter it, before you 
put your stuff in. Take pictures of each piece of 
furniture, and of the apartment. This precaution is 
useful in case you have a landlord that might want 
to ‘cheat’. Use a digital camera with, if possible, 

the automatic date on each picture. Then keep a 
file for you, and send a printed version to your 
landlord/estate agent. It does sound like paranoia, 
but one’s word is never enough to prove every-
thing… evidence is better!   
If you discover some latent or hidden defect (‘vice 
caché’), you have 20 days after your arrival date in 
the flat to tell your landlord about it, using a lettre 
recommandée A/R. Just to make sure everything 
has been specified!  

 

 What is the use of it? 
   You have to keep that paper (and the photos 
if you took any) and be careful to not lose them. 
They will be needed when you leave the apartment 
to get your deposit back. When you leave, you and 
the owner/estate agent will ’visit’ the apartment 
together and see if everything is like how it was 
when you entered the place.  
In some cases, such as when you live in residencies 
where you have a caretaker, you might have the pos-
sibility to do a ‘pré-état des lieux’ where you state 
if there is any difference between then and when 
you entered. This allows you to fix what has been 
damaged or at least to know what the owner/estate 
agent is focusing on. You can then fix or replace 
what needs to be. 
 
So, basically, the ‘état des lieux’ represents a secu-
rity for you to get most of the money of your de-
posit back. Thus, make sure that you check every-
thing when you enter the flat and write down every 
single detail - even stains on the carpets!  
 
If the owner or the agent does not offer this op-
tion, it may be a good thing still that you state it 
yourself and send it to the owner/agent and keep a 
copy of it… just in case! 

    The ‘Etat des Lieux’ 
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    The deposit 

The deposit is a certain amount of money 
that represents a security guarantee for the owner 
of the apartment. Therefore when you sign a lease, 
you must add to it the payment of this ‘dépôt de 
garantie’, which, according to the law, cannot exceed 
the value of 2 months rent. This sum has to be given 
back to you when you leave (minus fees taken from 
it if you have damaged the place).       
 
This security is to make sure that you pay for the 
rent and charges as indicated in the lease contract, 
and that you have not damaged the place or the fur-
niture if you rent a ‘meublé’) during your stay. 
 
As previously said, a certain amount of the security 
deposit can be retained to pay for fixing the dam-
ages you have caused to the flat (whether on pur-
pose or not) or to pay for oncoming charges (of the 
month when you leave the flat, if these have not 
been billed to you yet). However, note that the 
owner of the apartment or agency renting it to you 
cannot retain the security deposit to pay for the 

refurbishment of the flat. The amount retained 
must only be about things that have changed after 
you entered the flat. If something did not work or 
was broken already before you entered the flat, no 
money can be retained from your deposit to pay for 
it.  
 
In order to make sure that things are clear, the 
best thing to do is actually to fill in strictly the 
Etats des Lieux. This will protect you from un-
friendly processes from the owner who might claim 
that you have broken such or such thing although it 
already was broken before you entered the flat.  
 
Good relationships with the owner are always good - 
so if you have problems, make sure you contact the 
landlord because it’s his responsibility if something 
suddenly does not work in your apartment (consider 
water problems in the bathroom etc).  
He must have someone fix it and he must pay for it, 
and you must be sure it is the case.  
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The first thing you must think of when you know when you will be leaving your flat is to tell your landlord 
about it, if it has not been precisely set previously. You must tell your landlord at least one month in ad-
vance so that he can ‘plan’ the announce of his flat before free and find the following tenant.    
  
Your landlord may be used to having international students in his flat, so ask him about the necessary 
steps to take before leaving France and your flat, he will tell you precisely. 
 
Otherwise, please find below a few indications. 

         Informing your landlord 

         The Etat des Lieux sortant 

As we said in the section dedicated to the Etat des 
Lieux Entrant, you will have to make an Etat des 
Lieux sortant before you leave the flat, in order to 
compare the state of the flat between the time 
you entered it and the time you left it.    

 

 How does it work? 
It is the same as the Etat des Lieux Entrant. You 
will visit the flat where you have been living with 
your landlord or the agent you dealt with when you 
entered the flat. You will use the same form as you 
used for the Etat des Lieux Entrant, but this time 
with the comparison of the first one you made. The 
good thing about this is that it will allow you to 
cover you in case the landlord says you have to fix 
such or such thing even though it was already an 
existing defect when you entered the flat in the 
first place. So do not forget to bring your first 
‘Etat des Lieux’ paper with you, and the photos you 
took then if you actually did. This will help you dis-
cuss the possible issues with the landlord and the 
agent. 

  
 Tip! 

Some residences offer the possibility of making a 
‘pre-état des lieux’, i.e. an unofficial preliminary 
visit about two weeks before the actual état des 
lieux sortant. This offers a two way advantage.  

Establishing the differences before will first of 
all make it easier the day of the Etat des Lieux 
sortant, since you will have agreed all before. 
Then, it allows you to male repairs or buy missing 
stuff so that it will not be counted as a minus dur-
ing the actual Etat des Lieux. It is then good for 
both you and the landlord: you will not have to pay 
for those and the landlord will not have to make up 
for your ‘mistakes’ before the new tenant arrives. 
However, this solution is not offered by most of 
the landlords. You can still use the Etat des Lieux 
Entrant paper to check the differences yourself a 
bit before the Etat des Lieux Sortant. 

 

 What is the use of this Etat des Lieux? 
The use of it is a perspective you will all look for-
ward to: getting your money back; basically! You 
spent one to two month’s worth money in your de-
posit. If you have been a ’good tenant’ and have 
taken good care of your flat, you will get your 
money, or most of it, back (minus ’charges’ that 
have not been taken into account for the last 
month). After you and the landlord/agent have 
done the Etat des Lieux sortant, a wrap-up will be 
done stating what is to be paid for by you, with 
your agreement.  
This sum will be taken off the total amount of 
the deposit that you gave when entering the flat. 
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Make sure that you have your own subscriptions can-
celled before you actually leave your flat and the 
country. Apart from other subscriptions you might 
have, you must think in advance of the few important 
cancellations to make, and the requirements for 
each: 
- The CAF: you must either email or phone them to 
tell them about the date when you leave the flat. Try 
and warn them in advance so that they don not ask 
you to refund them if they paid one additional 
month; 
- The EDF/GDF: you must phone the EDF and tell 
them that you are stopping living in your flat. They 
will then state your consumption and bill you accord-
ing to it.  

Or refund you if they took too much money from 
you already. It is therefore really important that 
you tell them in advance.  
- Your insurance: you must warn your insurance com-
pany that you have left the flat you were paying for. 
It is a very important step as it prevents landlords 
from ‘cheating’ and ask your insurance for reim-
bursement;  
- Your phone and/or TV and/or internet subscription 
must also be stopped. Check out a long while in ad-
vance how much time is needed to warn them. Any-
way, evidence of you leaving the country is ideal and 
a good cause for a break of contract, but it still is 
better that you check out the conditions for     
withdrawal.  

         Cancelling your subscriptions 

         Getting your deposit back 

Once you have agreed on the Etat des Lieux, you will 
need to get your deposit back. Depending on who you 
rent your flat from, the delay to get it back will 
vary. Most of the time, this process is done via ban-
transfer, so please make sure that you have not 
closed your French Bank Account before then. You 
might also settle the matter with your landlord/

agency so that they refund you quick or get your 
home country’s account details in order to do an in-
ternational transfer - but verify first that they 
agree to do it! Remember to repeat calls and emails 
if they ‘forget’ to refund you, and keep your Etat 
des Lieux paper as evidence until they give you your 
money back! 

 

We have tried to develop an efficient              

accommodation guide, providing you the required    

information to find rapidly suitable accommodation. 

Enjoy your stay in Paris!   


