The Penny Boat Rapids


JPEC 2007 Mystery Event

Goal:  Make a boat that will carry as many pennies as possible through a watercourse.  Most 
            pennies across the finish line wins.

Materials:
· 2 bamboo skewers

· 6 marshmallows

· 1 piece of aluminum foil

1. Rules:

2. You may only use the materials given.  You may do whatever you like with the materials when designing your boat.  You do not have to use every piece given to you, but you may not add materials from other sources.  No trading parts with other teams.

3. You may buy pennies from the event judge.  This is not because we are cheap—it’s because we don’t know how many pennies you want to use!  There is no limit on the number of pennies for your boat (in principle at least).

4. Your boat must be a single, contiguous piece.  You may not float down individual parts or make “multiple boats”. 

5. Your boat must carry the pennies.  Only pennies that are carried across the finish line in your boat will receive a score.  Pennies that fall out before the finish are not counted.

6. Your design must be submitted by 11:45 am.  Bring your completed boat to the judges table sometime before the deadline.  Later entries may not be allowed to compete.

7. A judge will release your boat from the starting box.
8. Your boat must finish the course in a ½ minute or less.  If your design gets beached or stuck and remains on the course for longer than 30 seconds, it will receive no score.
9. If your boat falls apart...then the first piece of your boat that crosses the finish line counts as your new smaller “boat”, whether it has pennies in it or not.  All other parts of the boat will not be counted.

Testing:  You can look at the rapids before the event—they will be running.  There will be 
                several “test boats" for you to observe to help you in your design.  You may not test 
                your own design  on the rapids before the event. (the marshmallows would disintegrate 
               anyway!)

** Any unforeseen events will be left to the judge’s discretion **

GOOD LUCK!
