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Grad Launches 
Paper While 
Coping with 
Spinal-Cord 
Injury
By Charlie Smith (reprinted with 
permission from the Georgia Straight)

Starting a student newspaper is a challenge under 
the best of circumstances. Doing this while partially 
paralyzed takes it to a whole new level. 

These days, DJ Lam can often be found peering at a 
laptop computer while sitting in a wheelchair in his 
room at the G. F. Strong Rehabilitation Centre, 
where he has been since his transfer in August from 
Vancouver General Hospital’s spinal-cord unit. Lam 
squeezes in time between his rehab sessions to work 
on the Runner, a nascent student publication that 

will begin distribution in January on the four 
campuses of Kwantlen Polytechnic University.

“It will be, hopefully, a small part of making 
Kwantlen what it should be: a place where people 
say, ‘I’m glad I go to school here,’ ” Lam told the 
Georgia Straight in an interview in his room.

Lam hasn’t lost his gift of the gab, his good nature, 
or any of his mental faculties, but he no longer has 

the use of his right arm and his legs. He can type 
slowly with his left hand. “Student newspapers are 
known for muckraking,” Lam said. “So if there is 
anybody to hold both the student society and the 
school accountable, this will be the way to do it.”

In February, Kwantlen students approved a 
referendum question asking if they would support a 
75-cent-per-credit fee to fund an independent, 
student-owned, student-run newspaper. Lam, a 
Kwantlen journalism grad and a director of the 
Kwantlen Student Association at the time, was an 
ideal person to launch the publication. He was 
working as a freelance photojournalist for several 
newspapers, including the Georgia Straight. And he 
understood the inner workings of student politics, 
having been part of a group that exposed corruption 
within the student association.

After the referendum, Lam became operations 
manager of a nonprofit society that would publish 
the paper. He secured office space, wrote a strategic 
plan, and started recruiting students. However, just 
when things were looking so bright, tragedy struck. 
One evening in July, a man slammed Lam into the 
pavement in New Westminster, landing on him and 
breaking Lam’s neck.  
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Journalism graduate, DJ Lam, is helping 
launch a student newspaper after suffering a 

broken neck, and says it couldn’t be done 
without the assistance of fiancee Emily 

Hampton.
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Would you like to replace your 
Kwantlen University College 
credential with a Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University 
credential? 

During Kwantlen's transition 
from a University College to 
Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University, we continued to 
issue University College 
credentials. If you graduated 
during the transition period 
and would like to receive a 
Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University credential, Kwantlen 
is now accepting requests.

If you received a University 
College credential after the 
October 12, 2007 convocation 
ceremonies, you may obtain a 
Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University credential, free of 
charge, provided your request 
is received by Enrollment and 
Registrar Services before 
January 31, 2009.

If you received a Kwantlen 
credential before the October 
12, 2007 convocation, and 
would like to obtain a 
Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University credential, you may 
request a duplicate credential 
for a $25 replacement fee.

To submit your request, 
download and fill out a 
Credential Request form and 
bring it in to the Enrollment 
and Registrar Services Office on 
any campus. Visit kwantlen.ca/
convocation for the form and 
more information.

DJ Lam - Continued from Page 1

Lam said he was in “a blur” in hospital during the 
first few weeks after his accident because of all the 
painkilling medication. He has since delegated some 
of the work on the student newspaper to others, but 
he is still negotiating an autonomy agreement with 
the student association. He credits his fiancée, Emily 
Hampton, a Kwantlen student, for remaining at his 
bedside after the injury and for finding them a 
wheelchair-accessible apartment. 

He pointed out that it’s hard for Kwantlen students 
to make connections because they are spread out 
over four campuses. There is no campus pub and no 
student union building. “But program-wise,” he 
said, “it is a great school. I wanted there to be some 
way to move it forward. Kwantlen could be the next 
SFU—that little commuter school that nobody in the 
’60s thought would be that great until young 
instructors and rebels crowded onto it.”

Lam estimated that the Runner will have an annual 
budget of $300,000, with a fair chunk gobbled up by 
printing bills. Ultimately, the Runner’s success or 
failure will be determined by the students’ 
contributions. “It’s bigger than me,” he said. “That’s 
the really big thing to get across. That’s why I went 
into journalism: to deal with things that are bigger 
than me.”

Kwantlen Alumni & 
Students Enjoy First 
Affinity Partnership
In September 2008, Kwantlen joined Coast Capital 
Savings in its first ever corporate affinity 
partnership. As part of this historic agreement, 
Coast Capital Savings will offer a financial services 
program that is both beneficial for and tailored to 
Kwantlen students and alumni.

“Our participation in Welcome Back Week at all 
three of Kwantlen’s campuses was a huge success,” 
says Kate O’Brien, Coast Capital Savings’ Manager, 
Sponsorship and Events. “It was a great opportunity 

for Kwantlen students to pick up advice on savings 
and other financial issues while Coast Capital 
enjoyed connecting with community members that 
we might not have in a different venue.”

Throughout the week Coast Capital handed out free 
money from their ‘free money’ machine, school 
supplies and other prizes well suited to students.  
Five lucky students walked away with $2,600 in 
book store gift certificates in the ‘Win Free Books for 
a Year’ contest.

“We are thrilled to offer students a program like 
this,” says Jeff Norris, Executive Director for the 
Kwantlen Foundation. “This program is focused on 
providing helpful, relevant information and 
innovative, money saving products that will 
provide Kwantlen students and graduates 
customized service from a local corporation with a 
remarkable reputation. This partnership makes a lot 
of sense for both organizations.”

In addition to being active on campus, participating 
in events such as new student orientation, 
convocation, alumni reunions and networking 
events, they will offer customized financial literacy 
seminars, information packages and a student 
specific helpful web page on their corporate web 
site.

The agreement is for a five year term and will expire 
in 2013. This is the first of several affinity 
partnerships that will be considered by the newly 
inaugurated Alumni Association in coming months.

Trades Grads Reunite 
at Newest Campus
More than fifty graduates from backgrounds as 
diverse as Welding, Appliance Repair and Public 
Safety Communications, gathered at Kwantlen’s 
newest campus in October for an alumni reunion, 

BBQ and campus tour. 

Many of these graduates had not 
visited the Cloverdale Campus, 
Kwantlen’s home to trades and 
technology programming, since its 
grand opening in 2007. The campus, 
along with favourite, long-serving 
instructors, were the big draws to 
the event. Many instructors were 
present to chat with their former 
students and provide tours of their 
classrooms and shops. 

The Cloverdale Campus is Canada's 
most advanced trades and 
technology training facility. Located 
at the corner of Highway 10 and 
180th Street in Cloverdale, it is open 

to prospective students, Kwantlen alumni, 
community members and the general public. If you 
are a graduate and are interested in touring the 
facility, contact the Alumni Office at (604) 599-3137.

http://www.kwantlen.ca/convocation
http://www.kwantlen.ca/convocation
http://www.kwantlen.ca/convocation
http://www.kwantlen.ca/convocation
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A S S O C I AT E  D E A N  
E S TA B L I S H E S  A L U M N I  
AWA R D  F O R  G R A D U AT E  
S C H O O L  

In honour of her parents, Dr. Dianne Crisp, 
Associate Dean, School of Business, has 
created an award designed to assist Kwantlen 
alumni with the transition into graduate 
school. The Benjamin and Marjorie Crisp 
Award will be given out for the first time this 
academic year.

Crisp felt that as a newly accredited AUCC 
university, Kwantlen must prepare students 
for both the workplace and graduate school. 
Establishing this award will assist Kwantlen 
graduates in their pursuit of higher 
education. As an Associate Dean with the 
School of Business and as a former 
Psychology Honours instructor, Dianne is 
very familiar with the high quality students 
at Kwantlen wishing to pursue graduate 
school. “If I can assist them in any way, I am 
delighted to do so,” remarked Dr. Crisp. This 
$1,000 award is the first of its kind at 
Kwantlen.

Eligible candidates will either have completed 
an application for graduate school and 
accepted a position, or be currently enrolled in 
graduate studies with preference given to 
entering students, or those enrolled in their 
first year of graduate studies. In addition, 
students must provide documentation 
supporting their acceptance into graduate 
school, and must either be completing or have 
completed a Bachelors Degree at Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University.

Crisp chose to recognize and honour her 
parents by naming the award after them. 
“They were very supportive of my post-
secondary education, including graduate 
school, and the degrees I obtained following 
graduate school.”

Although the application deadline for the 
2008/2009 academic year is now closed, the 
award is on-going and will be open again for 
application in the Fall of 2009. Visit 
kwantlen.ca/alumni for more information.

 

Kwantlen Alumni 
Ambassadorial Team
The Kwantlen Alumni Ambassadorial 
Team, or K.A.A.T., program is a new 
initiative by the Alumni Association that 
will provide graduates with an 
opportunity to volunteer for and give 
back to their alma mater. A similar 
program for students was initiated by the 
President’s Office last year with 
tremendous success.  

Outstanding graduates will work directly 
with the Alumni and President’s Offices 
to publicly represent Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University in the 
communities that we serve. Members of 
the team attend Kwantlen and 
community events and functions, assist 
with recruiting efforts, and represent 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University as an 
extension of the Office of the President. 

The K.A.A.T members are graduates 
who also demonstrate the following 
characteristics:

• The ability to lead others 

• The ability to work collaboratively with 
other team members 

• A sincere interest in positively 
representing and promoting Kwantlen 
in the community 

• An interest in public speaking 

• An interest in community advocacy 
and volunteerism 

• The ability to commit an average 
of twenty-five hours per year in 
volunteer time

Membership on the K.A.A.T is voluntary. 
However, members receive the following 
benefits:

• Public speaking and community 
advocacy training 

• Opportunity to attend and network at a 
variety of high profile community 
events 

• A letter of reference from the President 
attesting to K.A.A.T. membership and 
performance

• Personalized business cards 

If you are interested in learning more 
about the K.A.A.T or would like to apply 
for membership, please visit 
kwantlen.ca/alumni/KAAT. Once your 
application has been received, the Alumni 
Office will contact you to discuss 
participation and availability of team 
spaces. 
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Kwantlen Accepted into Prestigious 
University Association
Kwantlen Polytechnic University has been accepted as a member in the Association of Universities 
and Colleges of Canada (AUCC), Canada’s association of leading university and higher-education 
institutions. 

AUCC is the voice of Canada's universities, representing 94 Canadian public and private not-for-
profit universities and university-degree level colleges. With a mandate to facilitate the 
development of public policy on higher education and to encourage cooperation among 
universities and governments, industry, communities, and institutions in other countries, the 
AUCC provides key services to member universities.

Becoming a member is rigorous and member institutions have to meet several criteria including: 
having a senate, board and other similar governing bodies; offering a broad range of 
undergraduate 
programs in 
liberal arts and 
sciences; 
having a 
proven track record of scholarly activity and research; and offering quality assurances and 
processes ensuring programs, support services, libraries materials and graduate outcomes meet or 
exceed high levels of quality. 

Having AUCC membership offers alumni further confidence that they received a university 
education that meets or exceeds the highest levels of quality. 

Alumnus Donates 
$10,000 a Year
Mark Catroppa, Diploma in Accounting 
‘94, recently pledged an annual gift of 
$10,000 to establish an entrance award for 
a Queen Elizabeth Secondary graduate. 

This is the largest single gift made by a 
graduate to Kwantlen.

The award is based on financial need and 
is intended to support a student that 
might not otherwise be financially able to 
attend post-secondary.

Mark was originally approached for the 
gift by Megan Procopio, a BBA 
Entrepreneurial student in the fourth year 
sales class. Megan had worked at Mark’s 
company as a co-op student in the 
summer and got to know him through a 
class assignment that required her to 
interview a business leader. When she 
approached him about making a gift to 
Kwantlen, he admits that he was already 
thinking about it. 

“I wanted to support my high school and 
university. Setting up an endowment 

fund at the Kwantlen Foundation gave 
me the opportunity to do both.” Mark’s 
initial $10,000 gift was matched by the 
Foundation for a $20,000 endowment that 
will generate a $1,000 award in 2009 and 
continue in perpetuity.

Mark was born and raised in Surrey and 
is a proud and committed resident. His 
wife, Kristin, is also a long-time resident. 
They wanted to support the community 
that has been so good to them over the 
years. “We’ve chosen to raise our family 
here and couldn’t be happier. Surrey is a 
great place to live, work and play and 
we’re proud to support these particular 
educational institutions,” commented 
Mark.

Mark is the Vice-President of Orbital 
Marketing, a company he co-founded 
with friend and fellow alumnus, Monty 
Sikka. The partners were nominated and 
selected for a 2008 Distinguished Alumni 
Award.  

K W A N T L E N  N E W S
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New Chancellor for 
Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University
The Board of Governors at Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University is pleased to 
announce the appointment of Arvinder 
Singh Bubber as the university’s first 
chancellor. Bubber was officially installed 
in his new role as chancellor at 
Kwantlen’s Fall Convocation in October 
2008, and will serve a three-year term 
through 2011. 

"I am absolutely delighted and honoured 
to have been appointed Kwantlen's first 
chancellor," says Bubber. "This is an 
exciting time for the university and I look 
forward to this new role.” 

The chancellor is the ceremonial head of 
the university, presiding at convocations 
and conferring all university degrees. 
Bubber will also play a pivotal 
ambassadorial role in advancing the 
university’s interests within the local, 
provincial, national and international 
communities. 

Bubber is a Chartered Accountant, with 
his own practice, A.S. Bubber and 
Associates, located in Surrey. Appointed 
to Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s 
Board of Governors (then Kwantlen 
University College) in October 2001, he 
chaired the Board from 2002-2007. His 
term expired July 31, 2008. 

Bubber currently resides in North Delta, 
British Columbia; he is married, and has 
four grown children. He is Canada’s first 
South Asian University Chancellor.

The Richberry Group 
Donates Largest Gift in 
University’s History
On November 17, 2008, Kwantlen 
Polytechnic University received a 
$250,000 donation from The Richberry 
Group towards its Institute for 
Sustainable Horticulture. 

Peter Dhillon is the president and CEO of 
the Richberry Group of Companies, 
Canada’s largest cranberry producer, and 
is one of the largest shareholders of 
Ocean Spray Cranberries Inc. The 
Richberry Group chose to support 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University because 
Dhillon believes in accessible education 
and giving back to the community. 

Richberry Group’s gift will be directed 
towards the Institute for Sustainable 
Horticulture (ISH), one of four applied 
research centres at Kwantlen. With the 
goal of fostering dialogue and 
collaboration among industry, 
community and government, the ISH is 
an information hub that is responsive to 
the needs of the communities that 
Kwantlen serves. In particular, it focuses 
on promoting, building and researching 
sustainable landscapes, the use of urban 
agriculture, integrated pest management, 
and ‘green’ greenhouse energy. 

In recognition of his generosity, Kwantlen 
will name a research lab in its new 
greenhouse centre. Dhillon chose to name 
the lab, the “R & H Dhillon Entomology 
Suite” after his parents, Rashpal and 
Harbhajan, who were a tremendous 
influence in his life. 

Kwantlen’s University 
Inauguration 
Celebrations
On October 3, Kwantlen Polytechnic 
University celebrated its status as a new 
university at an inauguration ceremony 
where the founding Chancellor, Arvinder 
Singh Bubber, and founding President 
and Vice-Chancellor, Dr. David W. 
Atkinson, were officially robed and 
installed. Members of the Kwantlen 
community and dignitaries participated 
in this historic inauguration as Kwantlen 
marked the most significant milestone of 
its 27 year history. 

The event, attended by nearly 700 people, 
included the formal dedication of the 
university by the Honourable Mary 
Polak, Minister of Healthy Living and 
Sport, who brought greetings from the 
Minister of Advanced Education, the 
Honourable Murray Coell. Chief Marilyn 
Gabriel of the Kwantlen First Nation and 
Kwantlen Elders honoured Chancellor 
Bubber and President Atkinson with a 
traditional Blanketing Ceremony, 
welcoming them as leaders of the 
Kwantlen First Nation in a very moving 
ceremony. 

This university inauguration celebration 
reaffirmed Kwantlen’s history and 
commitment to the communities south of 
the Fraser, while also embracing the 
future as a new kind of university 
addressing the diverse needs of today’s 
student. 
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Alumni Association Official
It’s official! As of September 2, 2008, the Kwantlen University Alumni Association has 
been formally incorporated. Your first Board of Directors are: Shane King, Kristan Ash, 
Jaswinder Singh Sandhu, David Shapendonk and Sendip Gill. With plans to expand to 
13 board members, there is still opportunity for graduates to get involved! The first 
Annual General Meeting of the Alumni Association is planned for September 2009. If 
you are interested in being nominated for the Board of Directors at the AGM, contact 
the Alumni Office at (604) 599-3137. Also, watch for updates on upcoming alumni 
events at kwantlen.ca/alumni. 

Kwantlen University Alumni Association
c/o Kwantlen Polytechnic University
12666 72nd Avenue
Surrey, BC   V3W 2M8

February 27th & 28th, 2009       
kwantlen.ca/bigopenhouse

Nominations Open - 2009 Distinguished Alumni Awards
Nominations are now being accepted for the 2009 Distinguished Alumni Awards. If someone you know has made extraordinary 
achievements in business, athletics, arts, community service or academics and they are Kwantlen graduates, consider 
nominating them for a Distinguished Alumni Award. The nomination form can be found online at kwantlen.ca/alumni. The 
deadline is January 30.


