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CONTEXT: GROWING IN THE CITY

GITC consultation | =5
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« Goal: t urban food production | !

# Learn more and fill in the

ey

« Response to community interest & City plans

Focus areas

1. Growing food to sell (commercial): Bylaw amendments

2. Community food production (public realm): New policies & programs




1. URBAN FARMING & GROWING FOOD TO SELL

Amendments to City Bylaws

Urban farming now allowed in all zones

Restricts pesticide use

Exemptions for small rooftop greenhouses

Can sell raw, unprocessed:

- Fruits, vegetables & mushrooms
- Seeds, seedlings & plant cuttings
- Fibres

- Nuts

- Flowers

- Eggs
- Honey




1. URBAN FARMING & GROWING FOOD TO SELL

Business licence depends on point of
sales
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2. COMMUNITY FOOD PRODUCTION

Revised Community Gardens Policy

| Fairfield
CommunnY
5 D3

Questions or Concerns Contact
The Fairfield Gonzales Community Association
250-382-4604 Ex. 104 ;
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2. COMMUNITY FOOD PRODUCTION

Inventory of City land with community
ardening potential

Community Gardens

ity gardens or start a ne!

ardening in Vic

TheCity

Existing Community

} 1 Gardens

A LEGEND

Community Gardens
Community garden
potential

} Community

Garden Potential

This inventory is designed to help
assess various sites for diverse
community gardens projects. The
color-coded ranking system shows
which City-owned sites have the
most available gardening space
outside of tree canopies.

The inventory does not include
rooftops, right of ways and sites
leased by the school board. Sites
with high exposure to salt spray and
wind, rocky and uneven surfaces,
and medians with no pedestrian
access, were also excluded. Sites
included in the inventory are still
subject to the Community Gardens
Policy, public consultation, and
Council approval.

1. Open space >
L 1000 sgm

2. Open space >
@ 100sgmand <
1000 sgm
3. Open space > 25
U sqm and < 100 sgm
4. Open space < 25
B sqm

5. Open space >

1000 sgm with

O other

programming/use

Community Gardens Feature Map: vicmap.victoria.ca/CommunityGardens




2. COMMUNITY FOOD PRODUCTION




2. COMMUNITY GARDENING AND FOOD PRODUCTION

Urban Food Tree Stewardship Pilot
Program
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DISCUSSION: RESULTS & SUCCESS FACTORS

Results

Table 2. Number of new community gardens, food trees, boulevard

gardens, business licences and rooftop greenhouse since February 2016

Community gardens 1 allotment and 2 commons with
pollinator and native plantings

Food trees on City land 10 apple and hazelnut trees

Boulevard gardens Present in all 13 neighbourhoods of
the city. Number unknown.

Business licences 10 — mostly fruits & vegetables, 1
flower CSA

Rooftop greenhouses No rooftop greenhouses proposed as
of May 2018

Success factors: 5C’s

Community, Council, Collaboration, Communication, Coordination




DISCUSSION: EXAMPLES OF CHALLENGES & POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Challenges
Balance farmer needs & urban fabric (e.g. permits)
« Balance food with other community priorities (e.qg.
housing)
* \olunteer fatigue
* Limited land base

Possible solutions

« Voluntary guidelines for food production in developments
(City-led)

« Creative partnerships (Community-led)




EXAMPLES OF CREATIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TOP SOIL — a portable urban farm Learning Farm at Victoria High
located on vacant lots waiting to integrates commercial food production &
be developped (DockSide Green) educational opportunities
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CONCLUSION

Lessons Learned

« Community involvement & feedback = determining
factor

« Communication & collaboration with community,
health authority & amongst City staff is essential

« Ongoing process

More info?

www.Vvictoria.ca/growinginthecity
www.Victoria.ca/foodproduction

Thank you!




