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Your Trades program at KPU is a new world for most students. How do you navigate this new world and 
achieve success? You want to be able to use your thinking and learning skills to succeed in a very 
challenging environment. Here are a few things to think about as you enter this new world. 
Responsibility in your Education  
It is all about You! You are expected to behave in accordance with policies set by the University. You 
need to take control and responsibility for what you do and don't do, as well as for the consequences of 
your decisions. Safety protocols are a critical element that will apply everywhere and at all times. 
Class Requirements  
It's up to you to spend considerable time reading, analyzing, and completing the assigned materials (see 
the course syllabus). In-class work, essays, and projects proceed from the assumption that you've already 
done the other work before coming to class. You need to attend each class and interact with the 
instructor, materials, and fellow students.  
Instructors  
Your Program is a learning environment in which you take responsibility for thinking through, applying 
what you have learned, and testing yourself on your knowledge. While you may be presented with and 
acquire facts and basic skills, you will also be required to go beyond the basics to create new knowledge.  
Learning in Trades  
Besides the basic learning levels of remembering, comprehension, calculations, and application, you will 
also need to spend the hours needed to analyze, evaluate, and create knowledge into new forms and use 
safety protocols and shop processes based on the requirements of the job at hand. This will then be 
transferred to the next level in the same or related areas of application. 
Calculating Specifications and Writing Reports 
Previously, you will have learned the basic skills of expressing yourself in writing. Calculating 
specifications and creating materials lists are both critical parts of your program. There will also be the 
requirements for technical and report writing, in the format required by your trade, that you will be taught 
and expected to complete correctly for assignments.  
Assessments  
While you have been expected to reproduce what you were taught, generally in the form in which it was 
presented to you, or to solve types of problems you were shown how to solve, success in trades programs 
comes with your ability to apply what you learn to new situations and to solve new kinds of problems. Self-
testing is critical to ensure that you have learned. The knowledge from the levels that you complete will be 
built on at higher levels. 
Accurate Results 
Results are critical and there will be multiple assessments to thoroughly examine what you know and can 
do. Though effort is important it will not substitute for correct results in the grading process. Take control 
of your own education. Get to know your instructors as they are your single greatest resource. Be 
Proactive and create your own support systems with classmates and others. Look for help when you 
realize you may need it. Think of yourself as a professional and pursue the understanding of your trade. 
Take advantage of the Learning Centre for workshops, learning strategies, and tutoring sessions. 
https://www.kpu.ca/trades_tlc  and http://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/faculty/book-strategist  
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