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Reasons for your Argument

Reason 1 Reason 2 Reason 3

15t paragraph — Introduction

Grab the reader’s attention! Start with a great opening sentence to get the reader’s attention—a quote,
an outrageous, surprising, or shocking fact, a relevant statistic or rhetorical question.

Explain Topic / Build Background / Brief Summary of the Issue:

Thesis Statement: A clear, strong statement of your opinion on the issue

2"d Paragraph

Counter Argument

Acknowledge the Other Side: Summarize the reasons for the other side of the argument in two or
three sentences. (Remember to transition from the previous paragraph to the next.) The counter
argument usually goes here after the introduction, or after the three main paragraphs. Check with your
Instructor for their preference.

3rd Paragraph

(TS) Topic Sentence (1st Reason) w/transition

(1) Introduce your Evidence

(E) Evidence (remember to cite)

(A) Analyze / Explain Evidence (How does the evidence you chose support your thesis?)

(CS) Closing statement w/transition
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4 Paragraph

(TS) Topic Sentence (2nd Reason) w/transition

(I) Introduce your Evidence

(E) Evidence (remember to cite)

(A) Analyze / Explain Evidence (How does the evidence you chose support your thesis?)

(CS) Closing statement w/transition

5t Paragraph

(TS) Topic Sentence (3rd Reason) w/transition

(1) Introduce your Evidence

(E) Evidence (remember to cite)

(A) Analyze / Explain Evidence (How does the evidence you chose support your thesis?)

(CS) Closing statement w/transition

6" Paragraph — Conclusion

Restate your thesis from paragraph one in a new and original way. (Make sure to include a transition.)

“So What?” sentences. Tell your reader why they should care about your ideas. What is its significance?
Why is it important? Now connect your conclusions with related, more global issues.
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