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Human/Nature Dualism

Human > Nature







“The unit of survival is not the individual or the species, but is the organism-
and-its-environment. It follows from this that an organism that deteriorates 
its environment commits suicide” (Rose & Robin, 2004, n.p.). 





Bees of the World
800+ native bees in Canada 
20,000 species globally
7 kinds of honeybee (1 in Canada)



Bees & People
• “How can we possibly value, in monetary terms, the 

loss of a species” forever ?
(Atkins & Atkins, 2016, pg. 4) 



Theoretical Framework



Power
• Largely hierarchical
• Controlling or 

dominating a 
subservient nature

• Conspicuous lack of 
reciprocity



• Honey bees are not 
an endangered 
species

• In Canada, we have 
7 species of native 
bees that are 
endangered or of 
concern: 
o Gypsy Cuckoo Bumble Bee
o Macropis Cuckoo Bee
o Rusty-patched Bumble Bee
o Sable Island Sweat Bee
o Western Bumble Bee mckayi

subspecies
o Western Bumble Bee 

occidentalis subspecies
o Yellow-banded Bumble Bee

Red Belted Bumble Bee 
(Bombus rufocinctus)



Othering



Informal Economy
• Contributions include:

o Aesthetic and cultural value

o Education in outdoor classrooms / 
schoolyard gardens

o Therapeutic benefits

o Health and well-being



Praxis
• Sweat bee: climbed onto my thumb while teaching 

a class about the campus as a pollinator habitat!



Squash Bee



Conceptual Model



THANK YOU!
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