
1 
 

 
 
 

 
 

RESEARCH ETHICS BOARD 
 

GUIDELINES FOR ETHICS REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
 

A. Research & Review 
 

According to Kwantlen G27 Research Involving Human Participants Policy, all 
research conducted under the auspices of Kwantlen involving living human participants 
requires ethics review and approval by Kwantlen’s Research Ethics Board (REB).  

 
“Research” is defined as an undertaking intended to extend knowledge through 

a disciplined inquiry or systematic investigation. Important in this definition is that the 
intent is to “extend knowledge” in some way, and that it is done systematically, that is 
there is a clear set of procedures or methodology to gather information that will extend 
knowledge.  

 
Also important is the fact that research is conducted on human participants, and 

so involves researchers interacting with human participants to collect their data, or 
responses to interventions, stimuli or questions that are relevant to answering the 
research question.  
 
 Research exempt from review includes: 

 Research that relies exclusively on publicly available information 

 Research involving the observation of people in public places 

 Research that relies exclusively on secondary use of anonymous 
information so long  

 
Activities not requiring REB review: 

 Quality assurance and quality improvement studies, program evaluation 
activities, and performance reviews, or testing within normal education 
requirements when used exclusively for assessment, management or 
improvement purposes.  

 Creative practice activities  
 

B. Is it Minimal Risk? 
 

Research is considered minimal risk if the probability and magnitude of possible 
harms implied by participation in the research is no greater than those encountered by 
participants in those aspects of their everyday life that relate to research. If the research 

http://www.kwantlen.bc.ca/__shared/assets/g27_research_human_participants_policy22239.pdf
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is considered minimal risk, the REB application will receive expedited review. In such 
cases, initial feedback from the REB Chair regarding the application will be provided no 
later than 2 weeks from date of submission.  

 
If research is considered beyond minimum risk, the REB application will undergo 

full review by the REB Committee, and initial feedback from the committee can take up 
to 5 weeks.  
 

C. The REB Application Process 
 

1. The Kwantlen researchers must demonstrate research ethics knowledge, which 
may be done by completing the TCPS 2 Online Tutorial. Please be prepared to 
upload the Certificate of Completion into ROMEO. 
 

2. If the research deals with aboriginals in Canada, please read Chapter 9 (Research 
Involving First Nations, Inuit and Métis People of Canada) of the TCPS 2 Ethical 
Conduct for Research Involving Humans. 
 

3. To help with creating an informed consent form, please see the following 
Consent Form Guidelines for Applicants.  
 

4. Once you have read and completed the above and you have the supporting 
materials to upload as attachment, follow these instructions:  

a. Log into ROMEO 
b. Click on “Apply New” 
c. Select the “REB Application” link 
d. Complete the applicable tab sections 
e. Under “Attachment” upload all your documents – application form, 

consent form, etc. 
i. Select “Add Attachment” 

ii. Under “Doc / Agreement:” Select the form you are uploading 
iii. Under “Upload Attachment:” Browse and upload the form 

f. After you have attached all necessary documentation, click “Save,” and 
then click “Submit” 

g. Once submitted, your application will be automatically forwarded to the 
REB Coordinator for processing 

 
5. According to Kwantlen’s G27 Research Involving Human Participants Procedure, 

an on-going report, typically annually, is required regarding the course-based 
research projects by the instructor and submitted to the REB. In addition, a final 
report must be submitted by the instructor within 60 days of the completion of 
data collection.  

  

http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/education/tutorial-didacticiel/
http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/policy-politique/initiatives/tcps2-eptc2/chapter9-chapitre9/
http://www.pre.ethics.gc.ca/eng/policy-politique/initiatives/tcps2-eptc2/chapter9-chapitre9/
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Research/Consent%20Form%20Guidelines_1.pdf
http://kwantlen.researchservicesoffice.com/ROMEOPortal/Login.aspx
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All questions and clarifications concerning the interpretation of these guidelines  
should be directed to the Megan Meredith-Lobay, Research Ethics Coordinator, at  
604-599-3028 (office hours 8 am to 4 pm, Wednesday to Friday) or  
Megan.Meredith-Lobay@kpu.ca. 
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