
What are Learning 

Outcomes?

Statements that describe the learning 
that students can demonstrate at the 
end of an educational activity like a 

lesson, course, or program.

Why are 

they 

Relevant?

Types of 

Learning 

Outcomes

Institutional Level

Meet ministry requirements, manage quality assurance processes

Instructional Level

Provide clarity around key competencies students will achieve in an 
educational experience, help instructors develop assessments, instruction 

to meet outcomes

Industry Level

Articulate the knowledge, skills and attitudes of a program’s graduates who 
may be potential employees

Program Learning Outcome

PLOs state what the learner should be able to demonstrate doing or 
knowing in a measurable way at the end of their program of study.  

Course Learning Outcome

CLOs speak to what the student will be able to do or know at the end 
of the course.

Lesson Learning Outcome

LLOs speak to what a student will be able to do or know at the end 
of the lesson.

Components of 

Structurally 

Sound 

Learning 

Outcomes
    

Sentence Stem
    

A Measurable Verb

    

KSA
    

How the Measurable 
Verb is 

Demonstrated
     

Sentence Stem

    The stem places the focus of the objective and may also 
indicate the nature, the complexity of the learning and the topic 
of the learning. For example - By the end of the program student 

should be able to

Learning outcome speaks to what the student is capable of doing, 
it needs to be observable and measured. The measurable verb 

used in the outcome supports this. 
    

 If we ask an instructor, “What should a student know or have 
experience with by the end of the educational activity?” the 

answer will likely be a KSA.
    

This often includes conditions or criteria around the 
demonstration observation or measurement.

     

For more detailed 

informaton please 

review the Learning 

Outcomes Best 

Practices Detailed 

Resource  
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