
CW: Mass graves, Residential Schools 

Dear colleagues,
As we celebrate both National Indigenous 

History Month and Pride Month, our university 
community is deeply mourning the lives of the 
hundreds of children whose remains were found 
on the sites of the former residential schools in 
Kamloops and Cowessess. As more of the evils of 
residential schools and Canada’s treatment of 
Indigenous Peoples come to light, any response 
seems wholly inadequate. And yet, not taking 
action at all is entirely unacceptable.

We in the Commons are committed to 
partnering with our Indigenous colleagues, 
students, and community members to help 
equip our educators to respond to the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls 
to Action. This is why we are currently in the 

midst of hiring a faculty 
Educational Consultant 
in Indigenization and why 
support for Indigenization is 
included in our new faculty 
development framework.

As we engage in this 
vital work, Daniel Heath 
Justice’s words are a 
constant reminder to us:

“We don’t need more performative “allies”. 
We need more colleagues and collaborators 
willing to do the hard *personal* work, as well as 
the important public work, and to do it without 
an expectation of an allyship parade.”

Here’s to building a more just future together.
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KPU is located on the traditional, ancestral, and unceded lands of the Coast Salish Peoples. This 
includes the territories of the Kwantlen First Nation, who bestowed their name on this university. 
We thank all First Nations for sharing their land and resources with us in friendship and in peace.
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DIGITAL PEDAGOGY WEBINAR SERIES

Thank you to everyone who attended this year’s Digital Pedagogy 
Webinar Series. The Teaching & Learning Commons is proud to have 
welcomed five internationally renowned speakers who 
each shared their expertise and unique perspectives on 
pedagogy in this digital age. This year’s series critically 
explored topics including digital literacies, creativity, 
student data privacy, and inclusion.

To view the series in its entirety, head over to  
kpu.ca/dpws or follow the links below. 

Igniting Our Collective Imagination | Dr. Bonni Stachowiak
Data Literacies for Digital Pedagogy | Dr. Bonnie Stewart  
Activism Outside and Inside the Institution | Tara Robertson 
Digital Sanctuary: Caring for Our Students’ Data | Dr. Amy Collier 
Inclusive Digital Pedagogy in Exclusionary Times | Dr. Kevin Gannon 

We look forward to seeing you all again next year!

AND THE WINNER IS...

After much rockin’, rollin’ and reflection, the 
PebblePad Rollin’ Stones ePortfolio Capstone 
Showcase is now live! Congratulations to 
KPU’s Learning Centre (Best Assignment 
Design), Emily Tan (Best Learning & 
Development Portfolio) & Lee Beavington 
(Best in Show)!  
 
You can view all the impressive PebblePad 
creations submitted by KPU faculty and staff 
and our international ‘tour mates’, the faculty 
from the College of the Canyons in Santa 
Clarita, California, by clicking here. 

Reminder: KPU faculty and staff can hop on 
the tour at any time, and start their journey 
with PebblePad: Rollin’ Stones Tour – A 
PebblePad Starter.
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https://www.kpu.ca/dpws
https://www.kpu.ca/dpws
http://kpu.ca/dpws
https://media.kpu.ca/playlist/dedicated/0_mgdljzlm/0_6e2cjz7a
https://media.kpu.ca/playlist/dedicated/0_mgdljzlm/0_poosopzm
https://media.kpu.ca/playlist/dedicated/0_mgdljzlm/0_aotorshr
https://media.kpu.ca/playlist/dedicated/0_mgdljzlm/0_zm35aalj
https://media.kpu.ca/playlist/dedicated/0_mgdljzlm/0_to6cv9pw
https://app.pebblepad.ca/spa/#/public/4wm9qZ37gZjWkHxn3tzm9G59hy?historyId=LHSDaqwJWM
https://app.pebblepad.ca/spa/#/public/4wm9qZ3w4gpbp6MpZs7qwwrbgy?historyId=U8CNRaeU9n
https://app.pebblepad.ca/spa/#/public/4wm9qZ3w4gpbp6MpZs7qwwrbgy?historyId=U8CNRaeU9n
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ICYMI

The Teaching & Learning Commons is 
currently on the lookout for beta testers for 
our new Video Recording Studio located at 
KPU’s Surrey Campus in the T&L Commons 
office, Arbutus A2400. This space allows 
faculty to create high quality video elements 
for their courses. If you have a small project 
to complete in the coming weeks and are 
comfortable with coming into our office 
and testing the equipment (keeping COVID 
safety measures in mind), please sign up here 
to book an appointment. 

Camtasia, a popular 
software application used for 
recording and editing videos 
with ease, is now available 
upon request to all faculty 
and instructional staff, for 

installation on KPU-issued laptops only. To 
request access, please log a ticket through 
our joint IT/T&L support portal and IT will install 
the software remotely.

Season 3, Episode 4, 
of our ‘Beyond the 
Chalkboard’ podcast 
has launched. Listen on 
Anchor or watch it on 
YouTube.

At this year’s OERXDomains21 conference, 
our very own Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani delivered a 
keynote session titled, Curious Contradictions 
and Open-ended Questions, which discussed 
what it means to be open in education and 
who decides what is open enough. During 
BCNET CONNECT’s Higher Ed & Research 
Tech Summit, Rajiv’s talk on The Need for 
Ethical Educational Technology discussed 
how higher education professionals have an 
obligation to consider not just the security, 
privacy, cost, and support of educational 
technologies, but also their ethical and 
pedagogical dimensions. To view each 
session recording, please follow the links 
above. 

In response to the feedback received 
via the recent survey of faculty and 
instructional staff, the Teaching & Learning 
Commons has revamped and rebranded 
our Friday Morning Coffee blog to better 
reflect the growing needs of KPU’s diverse 
faculty. Moving forward, our Pedagogy + 
Practice blog will serve as a professional 
development resource, focusing on areas 
such as universal design for learning (UDL), 
interactive media, high-impact practice, 
inclusive pedagogies and more. Recently, 
our blog featured the following posts:  
     Time to Better Understand Collaboration         
     by Technologies Strategists, Lisa Gedak &   
     Chris Ryan 
• Mental Health & UDL by Dr. Seanna 

Takacs, Educational Consultant (June 4)
• Maximizing the LMS with Moodle 

Templates by Lisa Gedak, Teaching & 
Learning Technologies Strategist & Nishan 
Perera, Educational Consultant, Course 
Design (May 21)

• Cultural Humility by Christina Page, 
Educational Consultant, Intercultural 
Teaching Practices (May 7)

https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/recordingstudio/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/recordingstudio/contact/
https://www.techsmith.com/video-editor.html
http://sm.kpu.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnYyqh2P4Bc&t=2s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnYyqh2P4Bc&t=2s
https://anchor.fm/kpu-tlcommons
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MnYyqh2P4Bc&t=1s
https://oer21.oerconf.org/#gref
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHDXX2DtsW8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cHDXX2DtsW8
https://bcnetconnect.bc.net/
https://bcnetconnect.bc.net/
https://www.bc.net/news-events/bcnet-conference-archives/welcome-need-ethical-educational-technology
https://www.bc.net/news-events/bcnet-conference-archives/welcome-need-ethical-educational-technology
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/time-to-better-understand-collaboration/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/mental-health-and-udl/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/maximizing-the-lms-with-moodle-templates/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/maximizing-the-lms-with-moodle-templates/
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/cultural-humility/


A search is currently underway for an Educational Consultant 
to further support the development of KPU educators in 
acquiring competencies that maximize folio thinking, the 
integration of ePortfolios into the curriculum, and the use 
of PebblePad, KPU’s new ePortfolio platform. For more 
information on this oppurtunity, please visit our website.

BigBlueButton (BBB) has rolled out a newer 
version, and KPU faculty and instructional staff 
will notice improved overall usability, feature 
enhancements, and brand-new features 
in this install! New enhancements include a 
larger webcam display for active speakers, 
shared audio when screen-sharing, 16 Breakout Rooms, and 
more! For more information. please see our BBB FreshDesk 
Resources. For human support with BBB, please log a ticket in 
the Teaching and Learning/IT joint self-service portal. 

Congratulations to KPU’s School of Business faculty 
member, Carlos Calao, for recently being named the 
2021 Accreditation Council for Business Schools & Prorams 
(ACBSP) Teaching Excellence Award recipient! Well done!
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From May 1 to June 21 the Learn-
Tech team resolved 805 tickets 
and our faculty Educational
Consultants completed 57 
pedagogical consultations.

Did you know the Learn-Tech 
team is equipped to handle 
any of your technological 
needs? Log a service ticket 
with our IT/TL Portal for help with 
Moodle, BigBlueButton, Kaltura, 
PebblePad, and more. Need a 
quick solution to a problem? Sign 
in to our FreshDesk Knowledge 
Base for how-to documents, 
videos, and resources for all 
your learning technology tool 
questions. In need of design 
help or feedback on your 
current course elements? Book a 
consultation with an Educational 
Consultant by emailing the TL 
Commons today!

The Kaltura video platform will 
be undergoing an upgrade from 
June 26th 5:00AM to June 28th 
8:00AM PST. Please expect all 
services connected to Kaltura to 
be inaccessible during this time. 
Thank you for your understanding. 

Click here to find out some of 
the new and exciting features 
added in the Moodle 3.9 
upgrade, including a more 
accessible “click to edit” button, 
an expanded H5P 
library & content 
bank, customizable 
tiles for optimizing 
course design, 
and more! 

LEARN-TECH
BITS & BYTES

The Zero Textbook Cost (ZTC) initiative has crossed several 
milestones so far this year, including $6 million in student 
savings since the initiative was launched 3 years ago and 
over 52,000 students enrolled in ZTC sections within a single 
semester. The ZTC now has nearly 850 unique courses 
taught by over 
400 instructors 
and represents 
over 20% of all 
KPU courses in a 
given semester. 
Most recently, 
the Bachelor 
of Interior 
Design became 
the latest 
program to be 
designated a 
Zero Textbook 
Cost Program.

   The Teaching & Learning Commons was 
recently featured in a University Affairs’ article 

as Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani discussed what a return 
to campus will look like for KPU in the Fall 

after 17 months of pushing the boundaries of 
innovation in online learning. Read the article here.

https://www.kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning
https://www.kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning
https://bigbluebutton.org/
https://kputlcommons.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/folders/43000551550
https://kputlcommons.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/folders/43000551550
https://itservicedesk.kpu.ca/CherwellPortal/IT/?_=34846e84#0
https://acbsp.org/page/teachingexcellence
https://acbsp.org/page/teachingexcellence
https://itservicedesk.kpu.ca/CherwellPortal/IT/?_=7c600831#0
https://kputlcommons.freshdesk.com/support/home
https://kputlcommons.freshdesk.com/support/home
mailto:tlcommons%40kpu.ca?subject=TL%20Commons%20-%20Consultation
mailto:tlcommons%40kpu.ca?subject=TL%20Commons%20-%20Consultation
https://kputlcommons.freshdesk.com/support/solutions/articles/43000625253-what-s-new-in-moodle-3-9-
https://www.kpu.ca/open/ztc
https://www.kpu.ca/design/interior-design
https://www.kpu.ca/design/interior-design
https://www.kpu.ca/design/interior-design
https://www.universityaffairs.ca/features/feature-article/the-new-normal-on-campus/
https://www.universityaffairs.ca/features/feature-article/the-new-normal-on-campus/


Diana Christie has joined the T&L team as our new Divisional 
Business Manager, Continuing and Professional Studies (CPS). 
Diana will be responsible for providing strategic administrative 
leadership to CPS, and will be working closely with the Director, 
Flexible Learning and Academic Integrity, as well as internal 
stakeholders including the Faculties, the Office of the Registrar, 
and Finance, and external stakeholders such as funding 
agencies, governments, and employers.

After 14 months of serving as Acting Senior Manager, Educational 
Development in addition to performing her regular duties as 
Manager, Learning Technology and Educational Media, Leeann 
Waddington is moving into a new, more senior role within the 
Teaching & Learning Commons. Effective immediately, Leeann’s 
new title is Director, Learning Technologies and Educational 
Development. 
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TEAM UPDATES

This month, the Learn-Tech Team 
welcomed two additional members! 
Ridhima Suri & Olivia Jeon are joining the 
T&L department as Junior Analysts and 
are currently being onboarded! 

Additionally, Omar Jakir has accepted 
the Senior Analyst position within the 
T&L Learning Technologies team. Omar 
started with Learn-Tech two years ago 
as a co-op student and has grown 
into an integral part of our team while 
advancing his learning and career.

Over the last few months, the Teaching & Learning Commons 
has continued to expand! Please join us in celebrating some of 
our newest team members and recent promotions! 

It is with mixed feelings that we say goodbye this month to 
Anthony Nerada, who has been serving as our Communications 
& Events Specialist. Anthony has been an absolutely delightful 
colleague and we are grateful for all that he has done to 
enhance our communications efforts in the Commons. He 
leaves us for an exciting new opportunity and we wish him the 
very best. We will miss you Anthony!



BY ANTHONY NERADA 

FACULTY 
SPOTLIGHT
RACHEL CHONG
LIBRARY SERVICES
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Taanishi kiiyawow. As Rachel Chong 
greets me in Michif, the native tongue 
of her people, she smiles brightly. “I’m in 
no way an expert, but I’ve been trying 
to learn the traditional language of my 
ancestors recently. I’m still very new at 

this.” Crediting her newfound skill to St. Albert 
Further Education, where she recently enrolled 
in an introductory course to connect with her 
Métis heritage, learning Michif is just one of the 
many ways Rachel is reacquainting with her 
family’s past.

Descended from Alexander Wilkie, father-
in-law to the prominent Métis leader, Gabriel 
Dumont, Rachel’s family originally hails from St. 
Boniface, Manitoba, but moved to the West 
Coast in the mid-60s to escape the rampant 
prejudism there at the time. “When searching 
for employment, my grandfather [Maurice 
Bousquet] would show up to an interview and 
[the employer] would see him and say, ‘Oh, 
you’re not French; You’re Indigenous,’ and 
suddenly they’d have 101 reasons for why they 
couldn’t hire him. He had heard things were 
better on the West Coast and so, here we are 
three generations later.” 

Born and raised in the Lower Mainland, Rachel 
and her family reside on the traditional territories 
of the Kwantlen, Katzie, Stó:lō, Stz’uminus, 
WSÁNEĆ, and Tsawwassen First Nations, in what 
is now known as Delta, BC. “Delta is a unique 
landmass in that we’re pretty much situated 
near all bogland, which is a combination of 
water and spongy moss. Robin Wall Kimmerer 
[in her book, Gathering Moss] compares bogs 
to Water Drums, which is a sacred Indigenous 
instrument. She describes them as the drums 
of the land and a way for us to communicate 
to each other and to the spirit world, which I 
thought was really beautiful.” As much as she 
loves where she lives, Rachel takes a moment 
to pause and reflect. “It’s interesting being 
Indigenous, but not Indigenous to the land 
you’re living on. While I may be considered 
Indigenous to Canada, ‘Canada’ is a colonial 
construct, so as an Indigenous person, I really 
am on other people’s territories and must 
be respectful and mindful of that.” To do 
so, Rachel acknowledges the land through 

a territorial honouring. “It really is a way to 
honour the people who’ve been here before 
us, who have historically been stewards of 
the land and resources we’re all benefitting 
from today, and who continue to fight to 
protect the environment.” Rachel points to 
the recent headlines regarding Fairy Creek on 
Vancouver Island, where Premier John Horgan 
announced earlier this month that BC would 
defer old-growth forestry for two years after a 
social media uproar brought light to the dire 
situation. “That [movement] was primarily led 
by Indigenous Peoples, who now have rights as 
part of the BC legislation to continue to protect 
the land we share. So we have to remember 
that.”

Not knowing what she wanted to do after 
graduating high school, Rachel turned to the 
Communications program at SFU. “The plan was 
to go into marketing for nonprofit organizations, 
but when I started doing co-op work terms, I 
decided that profession wasn’t for me.” It was 
then, that Rachel enrolled in the Master of 
Library and Information Studies (MLIS) program 
at UBC, which combined her love of reading 
with a part of herself she wasn’t full acquainted 
with yet. “The MLIS program was where I first 

https://www.stalbertfurthered.com/courses/michif-level-one-online-spring-2021/
https://www.stalbertfurthered.com/courses/michif-level-one-online-spring-2021/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7935308/john-horgan-old-growth-decision/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7935308/john-horgan-old-growth-decision/
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started learning about Indigenous Histories and 
my first real taste of Indigenous practices in 
librarianship. I chose UBC because it was the 
only program in the country with a First Nations’ 
Curriculum Concentration (FNCC). What really 
attracted me to [the program] was the impact 
I saw [in my day job working in public libraries] 
that librarians were having with community 
members. There’s a real need for people to 
continue learning beyond the formal school 
structure, so that was something that really 
spoke to me.” While studying at UBC, Rachel 
focused on Indigenous 
picture books, particularly 
Métis representation within 
children’s literature. “There 
wasn’t a whole lot out there 
in terms of representation. 
Nowadays, there is so much 
content being published, 
especially from the Gabriel 
Dumont Institute, so we’re 
starting to see things 
like fiddling, jigging, and 
bannock-making appearing 
more and more in books 
than ever before.” Today, 
Rachel is part of a local 
steering committee that vets 
literary content to ensure it is 
being told through authentic 
Indigenous lenses.

In her role as the 
Indigenous Engagement 
and Subject Liaison Librarian 
(in addition to being the 
Anthropology Subject 
Liaison Librarian) at KPU, Rachel regularly runs 
workshops for KPU faculty and instructional 
staff to better increase Indigenous visibility 
throughout the institution. Her most popular 
workshop, Indigenous Resources for Virtual 
Classrooms, touches on such special topics 
as the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 
94 Calls to Action and how to broach the 
subject of land treaties, and provides respectful 
resources that instructors can incorporate 
into their curriculum. Not to mention, Rachel’s 
workshop fills up faster than any other Teaching 

& Learning offering to date. “I’m really proud 
of that one because it introduces instructors 
to resources they may not have even known 
about until now.” 

As the only Indigenous Librarian at KPU, 
and the first person to be in this role, a part of 
Rachel’s job is to constantly rethink the wheel 
and identify areas within the university to raise 
awareness. “I try to do everything I can. Aside 
from running workshops, I’ve launched an 
8-part Indigenous Information Literacy video 
series, revamped our Indigenous Studies Library 

Guide, soft-launched a 
PressBook on Indigenous 
Information Literacy, and am 
currently working with Linda 
Woodcock in Cataloguing 
to add local subject terms to 
Indigenous authors’ books in 
KPU’s library.”

At the heart of what she 
loves about working at KPU, 
Rachel mentions community. 
“Steve Cardwell has done 
a fabulous job in gathering 
people together who have 
a real interest in Indigenous 
content. It’s been really 
nice to get so many 
diverse perspectives during 
the Indigenous Advisory 
Committee meetings – from 
the Kwantlen, Semiahmoo, 
and Katzie First Nations, as 
well as urban groups like 
the Vancouver Aboriginal 

Friendship Centre Society – that you wouldn’t 
normally get to hear or learn from.” Though 
community building has taken a hit since the 
onset of the pandemic, Rachel says those 
connections and relationships have continued 
on despite setbacks. “Meeting people online 
is a strange thing. It’s not the same experience 
as being in person, but since shifting virtually, a 
significant number of faculty have reached out 
to me since there’s much more flexibility now 
to meet on Zoom or have a quick conversation 
through Microsoft Teams.”  

As we broached the topic of how KPU should 

https://gdins.org/
https://gdins.org/
https://tlevents.kpu.ca/mod/booking/view.php?id=2720
https://tlevents.kpu.ca/mod/booking/view.php?id=2720
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf
https://media.kpu.ca/playlist/details/0_3vccum6n
https://media.kpu.ca/playlist/details/0_3vccum6n
https://libguides.kpu.ca/indigenous
https://libguides.kpu.ca/indigenous
https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/indigenousinformationliteracy/
https://kpu.pressbooks.pub/indigenousinformationliteracy/
http://www.vafcs.org/
http://www.vafcs.org/
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continue to promote Indigenization within the 
greater community, Rachel’s eyes light up. “I’d 
like to see us continuing to hire more Indigenous 
Peoples. There are so many different cultures 
and backgrounds across the country and the 
more diverse representation for all Indigenous 
Peoples, the better. You know, we’re not a 
monoculture. Even within Indigenous Nations, 
there’s a lot of diversity there, and to emphasize 
just how different we all are, and to bring those 
different perspectives to the table, really goes to 
show how inclusive KPU is and can be.” 

When asked how she’s been keeping busy 
during the pandemic, Rachel shares that virtual 
nature walks on Instagram and a passion for 
beading circles have helped. “I love beading,” 
Rachel says, displaying a stunning pair of 
handcrafted earrings she made that tells the 
story of a sun setting over the ocean. “I’d love 
to eventually run some fundraisers in memory 
of the 215 children found on the grounds of 
the Kamloops Residential School. And other 
projects, too. The fact that even after COVID, 
First Nations across Canada still don’t have 
access to clean water is just appalling. If I 
can do anything to contribute, even if it’s just 
beadwork and awareness, every bit helps.” 

Looking toward the future, Rachel believes 
that community-building and inclusion can 
go the distance. “I’d really like to create an 
Indigenous space in the Library someday. Now, 
what that looks like, I’m not sure, but I’d want 
to be as authentic as possible and consult local 
Indigenous Elders in order for it to best serve 
the greater KPU community. I think there is a 
real opportunity there to feature Indigenous 
authors from across North America and beyond 
and incorporate collaborative art work from 
Indigenous KPU students and just really make 
it a space where people can gather and tell 
stories.” 

In the short time that I spoke with Rachel, it 
is clear that her influence extends far outside 
the reaches of KPU’s Library. While advocating 
for the voices of all Indigenous Peoples to be 
heard, Rachel reminds us why Indigenization in 
higher education is so important in reconnecting 
with the land, in honouring those who walked 
before us, and in creating deep and meaningful 
connections to those we work and interact with. 
In doing so, we lay the groundwork for future 
generations where inclusivity and relationship 
building go hand-in-hand with KPU and the 
greater community beyond its five campuses.

The North-West is Our Mother by Jean 
Teillet (Métis) - Also available through 
Audible.

Red Sun: Gabriel Dumont, the Folk 
Hero by Charles Duncan Thompson 
(settler) - Available for purchase 
through the Gabriel Dumont Institute 

Gathering Moss by Robin Wall 
Kimmerer (Potawatami Nation), as 
mentioned within the article.

RACHEL’S BOOK 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 
NATIONAL INDIGENOUS 
HISTORY MONTH

https://kpu.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_CA/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:919612/one
https://www.audible.ca/pd/The-North-West-Is-Our-Mother-Audiobook/B08Z2QWZJR
https://gdins.org/product/red-sun/
https://gdins.org/product/red-sun/
https://kpu.ent.sirsidynix.net/client/en_CA/default/search/detailnonmodal/ent:$002f$002fSD_ILS$002f0$002fSD_ILS:998664/one


FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

TEACHING & LEARNING INNOVATION FUND
The Teaching & Learning Innovation Fund 
(TLIF) is designed to support pedagogical 
innovation at KPU. Recognizing the diverse 
array of programs and instructional 
approaches that are necessary and valued 
at a polytechnic university, the TLIF takes an 
inclusive approach by supporting a broad 
range of projects that advance teaching 
practices at KPU. Projects may include 
(but are not limited to) educational media 
creation, experiential/service learning 
projects, and virtual/augmented reality 
projects. 

Applications may be submitted with 
project budgets up to $10,000 and will be 
adjudicated within 2 weeks in order to 
support rapid innovation. Head to the TLIF 
webpage for more details. 

0.6% FACULTY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FUND
Faculty PD Fund applications involving 
research, conference presentations, 
teaching and learning enhancements, and 
tuition support are some areas considered 
for funding. The next application deadline is 
October 1, 2021. The ROMEO portal for this 
next round will open on September 1, 2021.

OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER) 
GRANTS
The Open Educational Resources (OER) 
Grant program provides funding and staff 
support to KPU faculty members interested in 
creating, adapting, and adopting OER. The 
application deadline for OER Creation and 
Adaptation grants is September 1, 2021. OER 
Adoption Grants have a rolling deadline.
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SUMMER 2021 TLIF RECIPIENTS

Join us in congratulating the latest recipients of 
the Teaching & Learning Innovation Fund (TLIF); 
Jocelyn Lymburner from the Faculty of Arts’ 
Psychology department & Lee Beavington from 
the Faculty of Science & Horticulture!

This award will assist Jocelyn in the development 
of wellness labs within KPU’s ARTS 2000 course 
(The Science and Practice of Wellness), and 
will support Lee and his colleagues in creating 
written and audio-visual resources for KPU 
educators who want to further engage in 
place-based teaching and learning.

https://www.kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning/tlif
https://www.kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning/tlif
https://www.kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning/tlif
https://www.kpu.ca/06-faculty-pd-fund
https://www.kpu.ca/06-faculty-pd-fund
https://www.kpu.ca/open/grants
https://www.kpu.ca/open/grants
https://www.kpu.ca/open/grants
https://www.kpu.ca/open/grants


SCHOLARLY CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
THE TEACHING & LEARNING TEAM

KPU’s T&L team has been hard at work over 
the last few months advancing teaching 
& learning best practices in higher 
education. See below for the full list of 
accomplishments! 

Gedak, L. & Ryan, C. (2021, Apr 28). The 
overlooked Intimacy of conferencing tools. 
BC NET Connect Higher Ed and Research 
Tech Summit, Online.

Hardwick, J. (2021). The Labour of Care: 
A Reflection on Ethics, Inclusion, and 
Digital Pedagogy in Times of Crisis. Digital 
Humanities Summer Institute: Open/Social/
Digital Humanities Pedagogy, Training, and 
Mentorship, virtual. June. 

Jhangiani, R. (2021). Opening Education 
Isn’t Enough: From Access to Justice. 
34th Annual Conference of the Asian 
Association of Open Universities, Online. 

Page, C. (2021, May 19). Interculturality 
for Learning Centre Professionals. Learning 
Specialists Association of Canada National 
Conference, Online Workshop.

Page, C., & Takacs, S. (2021, May 17). 
Helpful or harmful?: Unpacking learning 
strategies trends in search of equity and 
justice. Learning Specialists Association of 
Canada National Conference, Online.

Page, C., & Gedak, L. (2021, April 28). 
Supporting faculty, Supporting students: 
Creating a digital literacies ecosystem for 
the pivot to online learning. BC NET Higher 
Ed and Research Tech Summit, Online. 

Page, C., Tan, E., & Jing, F. (2021, April 28). 
Supporting students in the pivot online: 
Collaborative strategies to provide holistic 
learning support. BC NET Higher Ed and 
Research Tech Summit, Online. 

Perera, N, Gedak, L (2021). Maximizing 
the LMS with Moodle Templates for Online 
Courses. BC Net Connect 2021 Virtual 
Conference

Sable, S., Hardwick, J. (2021). Ethical Care for 
Two-Spirit Storytelling. Native American and 
Indigenous Studies Association, virtual. June

Waddington, L, Cleveland-Innes, M. 
(2021). Supporting faculty adoption of 
technology and online learning: pandemic 
inspired possibilities. Congress 2021 – 
Open Technology in Education, Society 
and Scholarship (OTESSA) stream. virtual 
conference, June.

Waddington, L, Gedak,L., Ryan, C., 
Mohammed, M., Jakir,O., and Leung,R. 
(2021). Pebblepad - a tool for teaching 
and learning in a post pandemic world. 
Educational Technology Users Group (ETUG), 
Spring workshop, virtual. May.

Waddington, L., Sudlow, G., Takacs, S., 
Hardwick, J., and Page, C. (2021).  Creating 
cultures of support and care in digital 
spaces. BC Net Connect Higher education 
and Research Tech Summit, virtual. April. 

Watson, C. E., Avila, P., Houston, R., Powell, 
& Waddington, L. (2021, January).  How 
to ensure success: Launching, sustaining, 
and growing an eportfolio program. Paper 
presented at the annual conference of 
the Association of 
American Colleges 
and Universities, Forum 
on Digital Learning and 
ePortfolios, Washington, 
DC. 

12



That’s it for the May/June 2021 edition of the Teaching & Learning 
Commons’ Newsletter. We’ll see you all again in August!

@KPU_TLCommons

Pedagogy + Practice

Beyond the Chalkboard

FOLLOW ALONG WITH  
THE T&L COMMONS

The Teaching & Learning Commons 
provides pedagogical leadership 
that is grounded in community, 
ethics, creativity, and care.

STATEMENT OF VALUES

https://twitter.com/KPU_TLCommons
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/
https://open.spotify.com/show/179XHdmgjkvVlmt9wRaBHO
https://twitter.com/KPU_TLCommons
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/
https://open.spotify.com/show/179XHdmgjkvVlmt9wRaBHO
https://wordpress.kpu.ca/tlcommons/a-statement-of-values-from-the-teaching-learning-commons-team/

