
The Teaching & Learning Commons is proud to
host a new Digital Pedagogy Webinar Series,
featuring five exceptional and internationally-
renowned speakers who each bring deep
expertise and a unique perspective on
pedagogy in this digital age. Digital Pedagogy is
not about teaching online as much as it is about
using digital tools from a critical pedagogical
perspective. Through this year’s series we will
critically explore topics including digital
literacies, creativity, privacy perils, and inclusion.

Our first speaker is Dr. Bonni Stachowiak, host of
the popular Teaching in Higher Ed podcast (the
300+ guests have included our very own Arley
Cruthers and Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani. Dr.
Stachowiak is also the author of The Productive
Online and Offline Professor: A Practical Guide.

More than 75 KPU faculty and staff have already
registered for her webinar but some spaces are
still available for the live discussion with Dr.
Stachowiak. The webinar will also be recorded
and made available online for later viewing.

Title: Igniting Our Collective Imagination

When: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 from 12-1pm

Speaker: Dr. Bonni Stachowiak

Register at: https://www.kpu.ca/dpws

Congratulations to Dr. Rajiv Jhangiani, Acting
Vice Provost, Teaching & Learning for being
recognized by the Open Education Global
organization for his leadership at KPU and
beyond. 

Read more about the award at:
https://awards.oeglobal.org/type/individual/

From Sept. 5-Oct. 5 the mighty learn tech
team resolved 1,426 support tickets!

In order to address email notification
delays in Moodle, we have switched over
from the TRU mail server to a KPU email
server. This has resolved the issue.

We continue to work on getting Zoom set
up and integrated with our systems and
will communicate as soon as this is ready.

We remind you to use the joint IT/
Teaching & Learning support portal to
receive assistance quickly and efficiently.

PebblePad is live! For information about this
new eportfolio and learning journey tool visit our
website and review our FreshDesk resources.

If you do not have an account, log in at
https://app.pebblepad.ca/login/kpu with your
100XXX number and password.

Learning Technologies
Gradebook Basics | Nov 2; Nov 10
Gradebook Advanced | Nov 5; Nov 20
Kaltura 3-Part Series | Nov 10, 12, 17
Kaltura Session 3 | Nov 4
Moodle Quiz Basics | Nov 9
Moodle Quiz Advanced | Oct 16; Nov 30
Muddling Through Moodle 101| Nov 30, Dec 7,
Dec 14

Open Education
Blogging with Students | Oc. 21
Discovering OER | Oct 23; Dec 4
Introduction to Pressbooks | Nov 27
Library & OER Drop In | Nov 27; Dec 18
Linking to Library Resources | Oct 30; Dec 11

As our virtual interview begins, two kittens play off-
camera, and the ensuing spirited mischief can be
heard in the not-too-far-off background. Lee doesn’t
flinch. “My daughter and son each chose one, so we
got Spark and Panther, and they're just tearing it up
downstairs, I can hear them in the background,” he
laughs, content to tolerate the sound of their [furry]
shenanigans. For some people, engaging in an
interview while kittens run amuck may be unnerving;
nevertheless, Lee's adaptability does not surprise me,
as he is seemingly a chameleon. Lee teaches in
multiple faculties, is a learning strategist, a doctoral
candidate, an award-winning author, a photographer, a
filmmaker; and was notably the co-curator and content
lead of an award-winning exhibition, Wild things: The
power of nature in our lives at the Museum of
Vancouver.

“I don’t know if there had ever been field trips in this course before,
but I did a field trip, and it was so successful that I wanted to do a
second one. But my brain was stuck on the fact that [students] had to
write a quiz and they had to review the midterm. So I [thought] we
can't go on a field trip because they have to do these things. But then
I had this moment. Wait a second! We can do these outside; there is
no reason why, unless it’s pouring rain, they can’t write a quiz
outside and review the midterm outside! So, we did it, and it was the
nervous system, which is the sensory system, and it was during the
blooming of the cherry blossoms. This is the perfect place to be
learning about the nervous system! It actually became the highlight
of the semester, and it almost didn’t happen because I had this
mental block of where and how learning in our schools should
happen.”

Lee’s bravery, creativity, and ability to be a chameleon are only
some of the reasons he is deserved to be recognized for teaching
excellence.

“My philosophy of education is
student-centred, engaging,
enthusiastic learning. There is
no reason that learning can’t be
joyful; it’s fantastic when it’s
joyful! It doesn’t mean you don’t
challenge the students, and they
don’t struggle, but it can happen
in a way where it is not stressful
for the students. The word
holistic is big for me, recognizing
the whole student, not just a
disembodied intellect that we
tend to focus on in academia.
Who are they? Why are they
here? What matters to them?
Why are they taking this
course?”
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Statement of Values: The Teaching & Learning Commons provides pedagogical leadership that is
community-oriented, ethically-minded, encourages creativity, and is grounded in a pedagogy of care

Launching KPU's Inaugural Digital Pedagogy Webinar Series

Next webinar: Data Literacies for Digital Pedagogy with Dr. Bonnie Stewart (University of Windsor) on
Tuesday, November 24, 2020

New: Teaching & Learning Innovation Fund

The new Teaching & Learning Innovation Fund (TLIF) is designed to support pedagogical innovation at
KPU. Recognizing the diverse array of programs and instructional approaches that are necessary and
valued at a polytechnic university, the TLIF takes an inclusive approach by supporting a broad range of
projects that advance teaching practices at KPU (Goal 2 of Academic Plan 2023). These projects may
include (but are not limited to) educational media creation, experiential/service learning projects,
inclusive design/universal design for learning projects, instructional resource creation (including for
collaborative “sprint” projects), open pedagogy projects, problem-based learning projects, scholarship
of teaching and learning, and virtual/augmented reality projects.

Regular instructors and support staff with instructional responsibilities (e.g., lab instructors, etc.) are
eligible to apply to the TLIF. Applications may include a budget up to $10,000 and will be adjudicated
within 2 weeks in order to support rapid innovation.

For more information about the TLIF, including the adjudication process, eligible expenses, and the
application form visit: https://www.kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning/tlif

Attend OLC Accelerate 2020 (Nov. 9-18)

Earlier this year KPU became an institutional member of the Online Learning Consortium, a
collaborative community of higher education leaders and innovators, dedicated to advancing quality
and leadership in digital education. The Teaching & Learning Commons has purchased an unlimited
group package for the OLC Accelerate 2020 conference, which will run from November 9-18 and
feature over 350 presentations. Registration also includes access to recordings of the sessions for one
year following the event. This opportunity is open to all KPU employees.

In order to be registered for the conference simply send an email to tlcommons@kpu.ca indicating
your interest.

Award from Open Education Global

ICYMI: Recent Blog Posts

Our blog “Friday Morning Coffee” features posts from members of the Teaching & Learning Commons
team (and friends). Catch up on these recent posts:

Building an Openly-Licensed “Course in a Box” in a Month by Melissa Ashman, Arley
Cruthers, John Grant, Seanna Takacs, and Peg Fong

Small and Pragmatic Steps to Support Accessibility Online by Jennifer Hardwick

Learn Tech Bits and Bytes

Upcoming Events & Workshops

NOTE: Due to recent changes in our system, KPU employees logging into our events site for the first
time will need to wait up to 24 hours for their accounts to be activated before registering for any
upcoming workshops. We therefore encourage you to log in now so that your accounts may be
activated ahead of when you need to register for a workshop. You can log in using your Banner ID
and password.

Register Now

Funding Opportunities

Teaching & Learning Innovation Fund (TLIF)
This new fund is designed to support pedagogical innovation at KPU. Recognizing the diverse array of
programs and instructional approaches that are necessary and valued at a polytechnic university, the
TLIF takes an inclusive approach by supporting a broad range of projects that advance teaching practices
at KPU. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis until the annual funds are spent.
More information»

Open Educational Resources (OER) Grants

The Open Educational Resources (OER) Grant program provides funding and staff support to KPU faculty
members interested in creating, adapting, and adopting OER (or engaging in other forms of Open
Pedagogy). Three levels of OER Grants are offered:
1. OER Adoption Grant
2. OER Adaptation Grant
3. OER Creation Grant

The next application deadline for OER Creation and OER Adaptation grants is January 15, 2021.
OER Adoption Grants have a rolling deadline and applications are accepted until funds are exhausted.
More information»

0.6% Faculty PD Fund

Faculty PD Fund applications involving research, conference presentations, enhancing teaching and
learning as well as support for tuition are some areas considered for funding. The next application
deadline is February 1, 2021. The ROMEO application for this next round will open on January 1, 2021.
More information»

Faculty Spotlight: Lee Beavington

Written by Lisa Gedak, Teaching and Learning with Technologies Strategist

These accomplishments, believe it or not, are only the highlight reel of Lee’s CV. Arguably, most
impressive is his uninhibited passion for nature and the countless opportunities for teaching and
learning that it provides. Even when face-to-face classes were happening on campus, you may have
found him with his students in outdoor spaces. He recalls one biology course where there were “ten
quizzes and three midterms that had to be a part of the course.” He wanted to get students outside, to
experience something more experiential and relational:

Becoming a chameleon may have (tongue in cheek) evolved naturally, as Lee began his teaching
career in a somewhat unconventional setting, a sanctuary for rescued reptiles, amphibians, and other
abandoned pets. Although no longer operational, Lee remembers it fondly “I volunteered at a place
called the Rainforest Reptile Refuge, which is no longer there. I was 20, or 21," he continues:

“I didn’t want to be a teacher or someone who did extroverted things…I wanted to be a hermit writer or
work with animals in some way. Cheetahs in Africa...and then one day they had the free day at the
Reptile Refuge, and two hundred people were lined up outside…[they said] Lee, we need you to show
people around, it’s going to be crazy, you can't just be here cleaning the cages and working with the
animals; you've got to work with the two-legged animals as well; and then I did it, and I was exhausted
afterwards, but I was sort of exhilarated as well, and I thought I actually quite enjoyed that! And that was
the first time I [thought] maybe I should work with people in a teaching role. I started as an instructor a
year or two later in the biology lab.”

Future KPU students would greatly benefit from this calling. The intersection of Lee’s passion for
teaching and the natural world eventually lead to becoming a leader for the KPU Amazon
Interdisciplinary Field School. In this incredible teaching and learning opportunity, students and
instructors travel to the Amazon rainforest and experience its diverse environment and rich culture.
Canoeing through the forest with his students, Lee experienced one of the most profound moments of
his life:

“When the Amazon River floods, the river gets twenty kilometres wider...TWENTY KILOMETERS wider,”
he emphasizes with a head explodes gesture and continues, “that means the forest is flooded, so when
you canoe through it, you are actually canoeing through the canopy of the Amazon rainforest. So, we
are already in this place of huge wonder, right? If anything is going to instill some natural wonder in
you, this is going to be it! So, we are canoeing through it, and a student, she was one of the paddlers in
front of one of the boats, and she started to sing; I still get shivers. I didn’t know what she was saying; I
assume it was an indigenous language; it was certainly a language I didn’t understand, but I knew what
she was singing about. I knew this [was] a gift to this place, a gift to this experience, reciprocity and
return for what has been offered to us. It was a huge privilege and a blessing to go to the Amazon as a
part of this learning and instructing experience, and I can still play it in my head. That moment was a
combination of all [many] things: we had to be there in that place, the student had to be active and
paddling which I am sure contributed, and she also had to be open to let her voice out and sing.
Hopefully, that learning environment that was created made that more likely to happen. It was one of
those moments where I was like alright, I’m not going to forget this; this one is going to stick with me.”

Lee’s students do not have to travel to the Amazon to have rich and incredible learning experiences.
Many students have attested to his innovative approach to teaching and learning and have shared how
Lee’s care, enthusiasm, support, approachability and expertise make him a valued instructor. Lee’s
overarching philosophy undoubtedly contributes to this:

Lee believes in science education that is holistic and considers students as whole people. “I was re-
watching Ken Robinson's video Do schools kill creativity? and how some professors view the body as
something to carry the head from meeting to meeting, and that’s is all the body is used for. I don’t want
that!” he exclaims. He talks about the connection of physicality and the natural world which he first
encountered in an embodiment course during his Master’s in Arts Education that has clearly had a
pragmatic influence on his teaching practice.

“Holy cow, this is a whole realm of teaching that I haven’t explored, so when I taught in-person, every
time I would teach, we would move around. There was always something active where we would move,
we would line up, we would dance the nine animal phyla, something to get you out of your chairs.
Sometimes the students are [initially] quite resistant. But then they move around, and you see the magic
that can happen.”

Dancing out the taxonomic ranks may be a stretch for some; nevertheless, Lee contends that the
reciprocity of being vulnerable with students can be rewarding, and encourages both teachers and
learners to stretch themselves.

“…become vulnerable a bit with the uncertainty of how is this going to go? What’s going to happen?
When you facilitate this way, it means each time the response of students can be drastically different,
more of an organic emergent process, so you have to be comfortable with that. It means the first time
you do it you might crash and burn. That didn’t work. But try again. If you start small then you can stretch
it a bit more, and a bit more and students might stretch a bit more as well, that is the hope.”

The recent pivot to remote teaching and learning has already stretched many KPU faculty who are
navigating the rough waters of online delivery, often for the first time. Knowing that Lee is paddling right
alongside us can undoubtedly offer some encouragement and inspiration to stretch our practices just a
little bit further.

You can hear more about Lee’s teaching philosophy and his research as he explores environmental
ethics, place-based learning, and wonder in science education during his TEDxSFU talk on Nov. 14 &
15.

At KPU we work, study, and live in a region south of the Fraser River which overlaps with the unceded
traditional and ancestral lands of the Kwantlen, Musqueam, Katzie, Semiahmoo, Tsawwassen, Qayqayt,
and Kwikwetlem peoples.
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