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Territorial Acknowledgement
Kwantlen Polytechnic University (KPU) takes its 
name from the Kwantlen First Nation. The word 

?Kwantlen? means Tireless Runner and is reflected 
in the university?s motto: ?through tireless effort, 

knowledge, and understanding.?

We at Kwantlen Polytechnic University respectfully acknowledge 
that we live, work and study in a region that overlaps with the 
unceded traditional and ancestral First Nations territories of the 
xwm??kw?y?m (Musqueam), qic?y (Katzie), SEMYOME 
(Semiahmoo), sc?wa??n (Tsawwassen), qiqéyt (Qayqayt), and 
kwikw???m (Kwikwetlem); and with the lands of the q?:n??n? 
(Kwantlen) First Nation, which gifted its name to this university.

In the cause of reconciliat ion, we recognize our commitment to 
address and reduce ongoing systemic colonialism, oppression, 
and racism that Indigenous Peoples continue to experience.
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01KPU International Advising Team

KPU Internat ional 
Advising Team

Who Are We?
We are a diverse team with different cultural backgrounds and 
ethnicities. With our language skills, cultural knowledge, and 
cultural sensitivity, we are committed to providing tailored, 
insightful support to help you thrive, both academically and 
personally, at KPU.

Our International Student Advisors know at least one additional language, including:

How To Connect?
If you wish to discuss something in detail, you may book a 
30-minute appointment through Advisor Connect.

Hindi Punjabi Malay 

Vietnamese Urdu Mandarin 

We provide support to international students for both academic and 
non-academic matters as you transition and move forward with 

your Canadian educational journey.

If you have a quick question, attend one of our in-person or online 
drop-in sessions (10-15 min)

advisorconnect.kpu.ca

kpu.ca/internat ional/advising

https://advisorconnect.kpu.ca
https://kpu.ca/international/advising


What We Do

Academic Advising Immigrat ion Advising

- Enrollment status

- Working eligibility

- Study Permit

- Spousal Work Permit

- Temporary Resident Visa

- Electronic Travel 
Authorization

- Post-Graduation Work 
Permit

- Letter requests

- Other inquiries related to 
immigration

- Program exploration

- Program selection

- Course planning

- Course selection

- Registration support

- Program declaration

- Grading and GPAs

- Academic standing

- Academic support 
services and resources

- Understanding KPU 
policies & procedures

- Tuition fees

- Progression check

- Graduation check

General Advising

The International Advising Team can support you 
with Academic, Immigration, and General questions.

The International Advising Team can help you with 
any of the following:

At KPU only International
Student Advisors have the 
required cert ificat ion to support 
international students with 
immigration-related inquiries.

When To See Us?
For all immigration-related queries, always meet with an 
International Student Advisor.

For Academic Queries:
If you are in a Certificate, Diploma, Associate Degree, Pathway 
Program, or in a Bachelor?s program with <45 credits completed, 
see an International Student Advisor for academic support.

If you are in a Bachelor?s program with >45 credits completed or 
in a Post-baccalaureate or Graduate Diploma program, please 
meet with a Degree Advisor.
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- Student life

- Student events

- Orientation

- Medical insurance

- Travel support

- Social Insurance Number



New International Student Checklist
Studying in a new country can be both exciting and overwhelming. The checklist 
includes everything from applying for your study permit and registering for courses to 
signing up for the mandatory student orientation.

New Student Orientation
Orientation is a great chance to meet fellow students and staff, explore campus, learn 
about key resources and services, and get ready for your first semester, with 
opportunities to win prizes! Online and in-person orientation are both mandatory for 
international students. Registration is required.

Support  Resources for 
New Students

kpu.ca/internat ional/new-student-checklist

kpu.ca/internat ional/orientat ion

KPU 100: Introduction to KPU
A non-credit, free online program designed to help new students develop essential 
academic skills such as time management, note-taking, and effective reading 
strategies. It includes live sessions and self-paced activities.

Your First Semester in 13 Weeks
A structured, week-by-week guide designed to help you navigate your first semester at 
KPU. It provides strategies, resources, and information to stay on track throughout the 
semester. This non-credit series of modules is offered completely free to KPU students.

kpu.ca/learningcentres/kpu100-introduct ion-to-university

kpu.ca/learningcentres/first-13-weeks

https://kpu.ca/international/new-student-checklist
https://kpu.ca/international/orientation
https://kpu.ca/learningcentres/kpu100-introduction-to-university
https://kpu.ca/learningcentres/first-13-weeks
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International Peer 
Mentorship (IPM)
IPM connects new international students 
with experienced student mentors who 
provide guidance and support during the 
first semester. As a new student, you have 
already been assigned a peer mentor. 
Mentors also organize fun activities that 
help students build connections and feel 
part of the KPU community. If you have 
not received an email introducing you to 
your peer mentor, please reach out to the 
Peer Mentorship team at .

Unibuddy Community
Unibuddy Community is an online platform 
designed to support new students as they 
prepare for and begin their studies at KPU.
It plays an important role in the first year 
experience by helping students connect 
early, ask questions, and access support 
throughout their transition. The platform 
offers group chats, opportunities to connect 
with experienced students, and updates on 
important reminders and events.

KPU Moodle: Your
Digital Classroom
Moodle is the primary learning 
management system at KPU. It?s an online 
platform that provides access to 
information about your courses and may 
contain some or all of your course 
materials. Depending on your instructor, 
you may also use Moodle to complete 
learning activities (e.g., lessons, quizzes, 
forum posts), engage in online classroom 
discussions, or submit assignments.

Health & Dental Coverage
Maintaining your health is key to staying
on track academically. As an international 
student at KPU, you?re covered by a 
combination of three health plans that act 
as tools to support your well-being: 
GuardMe, BC MSP, and the KSA Extended 
Health & Dental Plan. These plans help 
you access essential medical and dental 
services, including emergency care, 
routine check-ups, and prescriptions. To 
make the most of your coverage, we 
recommend familiarizing yourself with the 
details of each plan.kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning/

technology/moodle/student kpu.ca/international/medical-insurance

kpu.ca/internat ional/new-student-
checklist

kpu.ca/internat ional/ipm

https://kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning/ technology/moodle/student
https://kpu.ca/teaching-and-learning/ technology/moodle/student
https://kpu.ca/international/medical-insurance
https://kpu.ca/international/new-student- checklist
https://kpu.ca/international/new-student- checklist
https://kpu.ca/international/ipm


Academic Planning

Course registration can be a 
stressful t ime, especially for new 
students. We?re here to help with 
informative webinars, one-to-
one advising sessions, online 
resources, and more.
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Every term, before the registration period begins, International Student 
Advisors host a Live Registration Webinar. You will receive an email with a 
link to join the webinar a few days before the registration period starts.

During the regist rat ion webinar, you will learn how to:

Live Regist rat ion Webinar for New Students

Register for courses

Use online tools such as 
My Act ion Plan (MAP) and 
the University Calendar

Understand your 
course schedule

Understand how 
to t roubleshoot  
regist rat ion 
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When Should I Register for My Courses?
Registration usually starts 8 weeks before the semester start date. 
Students are recommended to register for their courses as soon as 
their registration ticket opens. Delaying your course registration 
may result in limited course availability, less desirable class times, 
or not getting your preferred campus.

Your registration date and time are assigned as per Policy 
AR10. To find out your registration date and time, please see 
the 'Registration Date & Time'  video on the SES website.

Pay Your International Tuit ion Deposit
All returning international students must have a minimum balance of 
$2,200 in their KPU account to access course registration
for each semester. You are encouraged to deposit this amount before your 
registration ticket opens to avoid any delays in your course registration.

Course Registration 101

kpu.ca/ses

https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Policies/AR10%20Priority%20and%20Scheduling%20of%20Registration%20Procedure.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Policies/AR10%20Priority%20and%20Scheduling%20of%20Registration%20Procedure.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Policies/AR10%20Priority%20and%20Scheduling%20of%20Registration%20Procedure.pdf
http://kpu.ca/ses
http://kpu.ca/ses
http://kpu.ca/ses
http://kpu.ca/ses
https://kpu.ca/ses
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Navigating the Registration Application
A few weeks before registration begins, you may use the 
Registration Application to browse courses and plan your 
upcoming semester. The app allows you to create multiple 
schedule scenarios (max. 6) using the 'Plan Ahead'  funct ion. 
Once your registration date opens, you can refer to your saved 
plan(s) and register for your preferred classes.

What Should I Do if a Course is Full?
If the course you want to register for is full, you should try to get
on the waitlist. If the waitlist is also full, consider checking for seat 
availability during the first week of classes or exploring alternative 
courses that fulfill your program requirements.

Course Planning Guide
First  Semester at  KPU

For new students, the International Advising team will email you 
course recommendations for your first semester. You are advised to 
refer to those recommendations when registering for your courses.

Returning Students

As you progress through your program, refer to the University 
Calendar and My Action Plan (MAP) to help you plan your courses. 
The University Calendar is KPU?s official guide to academic 
programs, courses, and regulations. It includes all the academic 
programs at KPU, the requirements for admission, the curricular 
requirements for graduation, the dates of the academic terms, 
and the fees. It is published annually by the University Registrar 
and can be found on KPU?s website.

MAP, on the other hand, is a tool for students to track completion of 
program requirements and map their route to graduation. To learn 
how to use MAP, refer to the video  linked with the QR Code.

How to use MAP 
(video)

mapdashboard.kpu.ca

kpu.ca/registrat ion/prepare-registrat ion

kpu.ca/registrat ion/wait list ing

calendar.kpu.ca

https://www.kpu.ca/registration/prepare-registration
https://www.kpu.ca/registration/prepare-registration
https://www.kpu.ca/registration/prepare-registration
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmratIgizhk
https://mapdashboard.kpu.ca
https://kpu.ca/registration/prepare-registration
https://kpu.ca/registration/waitlisting
http://calendar.kpu.ca
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Registration Errors & Troubleshooting
When registering for a course, you may encounter an error message. 
This can happen for various reasons. For a full list of registration 
error messages and their meanings, please refer to our website.

Understanding Prerequisites & Corequisites
Some courses have specific prerequisites and/or co-requisite 
requirements. If you attempt to register for a course without 
having met these requirements, the registration system will give 
you the error, ?pre-requisite/ co-requisite unmet.?

You may register for a course if its prerequisite/co-requisite 
course(s) are in progress. However, if you do not achieve the 
minimum grade requirements, the system will automatically drop 
you from the course(s).

Prerequisite is a course or requirement that must be completed 
before you can register for another course. Prerequisites usually 
require a minimum grade of 60% (C grade) unless otherwise 
stated in the University Calendar. Prerequisites may also include 
non-course requirements, such as completing a certain number 
of credits or demonstrating high school-level math proficiency.

Co-requisite is a course that must be taken at the same time as 
(or before) another course. If you completed the co-requisite in a 
previous term, you must have earned at least 60% (C grade). 
non-course requirements, such as completing a certain number 
of credits or demonstrating high school-level math proficiency.

Tip: Always check the prerequisites 
and co-requisites for each course in the 
University Calendar before registering. 
This helps prevent registration errors 
and ensures you stay on track with 
your program.

kpu.ca/registrat ion/register-classes

https://kpu.ca/registration/register-classes


Drop or Withdraw from a Course
If you plan to drop or withdraw from a course, it?s important to do 
so before the deadlines listed on KPU?s Dates & Deadlines page.
To stay on track, we recommend marking your calendar each term 
and setting reminders.

In addition to noting the last days to add, drop, or withdraw from 
classes, be sure to keep track of other key dates such as the first
day of classes, the fee payment deadline, the start of the next 
registration period, holidays, and exam periods.

Repeating a Course
In accordance with university policy, a student may attempt the 
same course a maximum of two times. A withdrawal (?W? grade) is 
considered an attempt. If you need to retake a course a third time, 
you must obtain approval from an Academic Advisor by 
submitting the Request to Repeat a Course form found on

Course Registration 101 10

kpu.ca/registrat ion/dates

kpu.ca/ses/forms

https://kpu.ca/registration/dates
https://kpu.ca/ses/forms




Academic Planning

If you plan on applying for the Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) 
program upon graduation, it is important that you opt for a program 
that meets IRCC?s Field of Study requirement. For a list of KPU programs 
that meet this requirement, please visit: KPU PGWP Eligible List .xlsx

Program Declaration

PGWP- Eligible Programs

At KPU, every undergraduate student is either:

It is important to submit your program declaration request as 
soon as you meet your program declaration requirements. 
For specific deadlines for program declaration, please check 
KPU?s Declaration webpage.

- Admitted directly into a limited-intake program (such as 
Computer Information Systems or Design), in which case, 
you are already declared, or

- Admitted to a faculty without a declared program of study, 
meaning you are currently undeclared. In this case, your 
program in MAP will show as ?intended?.

12

kpu.ca/declarat ion

https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/KPU%20PGWP%20Eligible%20List%20-%20Updated%20June%2026%2C%202025_0.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/KPU%20PGWP%20Eligible%20List%20-%20Updated%20June%2026%2C%202025_0.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/KPU%20PGWP%20Eligible%20List%20-%20Updated%20June%2026%2C%202025_0.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/KPU%20PGWP%20Eligible%20List%20-%20Updated%20June%2026%2C%202025_0.pdf
https://kpu.ca/declaration


From free tutoring sessions
to online tools, KPU is here to 
support students with achieving 
academic success.

Tools To Keep 
You On Track
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KPU Learning Centres
You have access to free academic support , including one-on-one and group 
tutoring with over 100 peer tutors and coaches. Services include mentoring, 
online writing assistance, study skills workshops, and subject-specific resources 
on topics such as time management and avoiding procrastination. All services are 
accessible from home, work, or school.

Academic Integrity Tutorial
Understanding what academic integrity is and how to uphold it is essential for 
your success as a student. Students who are charged with a breach of academic 
integrity can face serious consequences, including a zero grade for an 
assignment, a failing grade for a course, or even suspension from the university.

Completing the Academic Integrity Tutorial will help ensure that you are aware 
of the expectations, know how to avoid common mistakes such as plagiarism or 
unauthorized collaboration, and feel confident in maintaining academic honesty 
in all your work.

kpu.ca/learningcentres

Using Draft Coach to Avoid Plagiarism
Plagiarism is the most common form of academic misconduct. It
is a serious issue because properly citing sources is an essential component of 
academic research and discourse. Additionally,
the unauthorized use of AI tools such as ChatGPT can also be considered a 
breach of academic integrity.

Draft  Coach is a tool created by Turnitin that can help you avoid plagiarism, as 
well as help you with your writing, citations, and grammar. This resource is free 
for all KPU students and can provide you with instant feedback before you submit 
your assignment to your instructor.

For a step-by-step guide on how to best utilize this tool, visit
Draft  Coach - Students | Kwant len Polytechnic University

kpu.ca/academicintegrity/introduct ion-to-academic-integrity

kpu.ca/sites/default /files/Draft_Coach_One-Pager_for_Students_0.pdf

https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/introduction-to-academic-integrity
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/introduction-to-academic-integrity
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/introduction-to-academic-integrity
https://kpu.ca/learningcentres
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Draft_Coach_One-Pager_for_Students_0.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Draft_Coach_One-Pager_for_Students_0.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://www.kpu.ca/academicintegrity/students/draftcoach
https://kpu.ca/academicintegrity/introduction-to-academic-integrity
https://kpu.ca/sites/default/files/Draft_Coach_One-Pager_for_Students_0.pdf
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Getting Back to Good Academic Standing
To maintain Good Academic Standing at KPU, you must maintain a minimum 
Cumulat ive Grade Point  Average (CGPA) of 2.00. If your CGPA falls below 2.00, you 
will be placed on Academic Warning or Academic Probation, depending on your 
academic history. A continued lack of academic improvement can lead to 
withdrawal from KPU.

The Academic Skills Workshop (offered throughout the year) and the  Academic 
Boost  Camp (offered during reading break) hosted by the Learning Centre are 
recommended for students who are on Academic Warning or Probation.

In addition to utilizing these resources, connect with an academic advisor who can 
guide you through the steps needed to return to Good Academic Standing.

kpu.ca/advising/levels-of-academic-standing

kpu.ca/learningcentres/boostcamp

kpu.ca/learningcentres/workshops/complete_list

https://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/workshops
https://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/workshops
https://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/workshops
https://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/workshops
https://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/boostcamp
https://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/boostcamp
https://www.kpu.ca/learningcentres/boostcamp
https://kpu.ca/advising/levels-of-academic-standing
https://kpu.ca/learningcentres/boostcamp
https://kpu.ca/learningcentres/workshops/complete_list
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Student Support Referral Program
The Student Support Referral program enables instructors to 
identify students who may be at risk of falling behind. If you 
receive an email from the Student Support Referral team, it?s 
important that you reach out to the person who contacted you 
so that, together, we can discuss areas of concern and provide 
you with tailored support.

Mental Health Resources
Being a student isn?t always easy, and as an international
student, the challenges can feel even greater as you adjust to a
new country, culture, and academic environment, often far from 
friends and family.

If you ever experience anxiety, isolation, family issues, or other 
challenges that begin to affect your academics, sleep, or motivation 
during your time at KPU, it?s important to reach out for support as 
early as possible

kpu.ca/studentreferral

KPU Counselling

KSA Peer Support  Program

Telus Health Student Support  App (24/7)

Here2Talk (24/7)

http://kpu.ca/studentreferral
https://www.kpu.ca/counselling
https://www.kpu.ca/counselling
https://kusa.ca/ksa-peer-support/
https://kusa.ca/ksa-peer-support/
https://kusa.ca/ksa-peer-support/
https://kusa.ca/ksa-peer-support/
https://studentsupport.telushealth.com/ca/home
https://studentsupport.telushealth.com/ca/home
https://studentsupport.telushealth.com/ca/home
https://studentsupport.telushealth.com/ca/home
https://studentsupport.telushealth.com/ca/home
https://studentsupport.telushealth.com/ca/home
https://here2talk.ca/
https://here2talk.ca/


Immigrat ion 
Guidelines

The KPU International Advising 
team is well-versed in immigration 
guidelines. In addit ion to all the 
resources outlined in this section, 
reach out to our advising team
for personalized support and 
immigration advice.

Please note that IRCC guidelines are
subject to change without notice. Please 
visit the Immigrat ion, Refugees and 
Cit izenship Canada (IRCC) website for 
the most up-to-date information.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
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Submit Study Permit to KPU

As a Designated Learning Institution (DLI), KPU is required to keep an up-to-date 
record of your study permit. To avoid holds that may impact your studies, email a 
copy of your most current study permit to KPU. If your study permit has expired 
and you have yet to receive your new permit, you may email proof of your 
application submission provided by IRCC.

Keep a valid study permit  on file with KPU to avoid 
holds that  may impact  studies.

Study Permit Extension
Apply to extend the study permit  before it  expires to
maintain status and cont inue studying and working.
If you think you will not be able to complete your program before your 
study permit expires, you should apply for an extension of your study 
permit 6 months before its expiration date. For this, you will require a 
Study Permit Extension Letter from KPU. You may request this letter using 
the form, ?Request a Study Permit Extension Letter?. For more information, 
visit the Immigration Advising Resources webpage.

Once you have received your new Study Permit, please also:

- Renew your BCMSP coverage
   ? my.gov.bc.ca/msp/deam/home

- Renew your Social Insurance Number (SIN) ? if applicable.
   ? kpu.ca/sites/default /files/internat ional/SIN.pdf

- Extend your Temporary Resident  Visa (visitor visa) or Co-op work permit  ?
if applicable.

internat ionalstudents@kpu.ca

kpu.ca/internat ional/internat ionalstudents/study-permit-extension

kpu.ca/internat ional/immigrat ion-advising-resources

Studying After Your Study Permit Expires
Apply for a study permit  extension at  least  6 months before it  expires.

As per IRCC, if you submitted your study permit extension before
midnight (Coordinated Universal Time - UTC) on the date it
expired and you remain in Canada, you may continue studying and working under 
?Maintained Status.? This status remains in effect
until a decision is made on your application.

If you do not extend your study permit on time, you must apply for
a restorat ion of status. During the restoration period, you are not permitted to study 
or work until your student status is restored.

https://my.gov.bc.ca/msp/deam/home
https://kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/SIN.pdf
https://internationalstudents@kpu.ca
https://kpu.ca/international/internationalstudents/study-permit-extension
https://kpu.ca/international/immigration-advising-resources
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Only approved or scheduled breaks are allowed without  
impact ing PGWP eligibility.

Study Break

As an international student, maintaining full-time status is a key eligibility criterion 
for the Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) program. However, certain breaks in 
your studies may be allowed without it negatively impacting your PGWP eligibility.

Students may take a Scheduled Break, one semester off within a calendar year (fall, 
spring, or summer), provided they maintain full-time status both before and after 
the term. If you require an additional semester off due to extenuating or unforeseen 
circumstances, please speak with an International Student Advisor to determine 
your eligibility for an Authorized Leave.

During Scheduled Breaks, if you have not engaged in any unauthorized work or 
taken any unauthorized breaks in your studies, you may engage in full-t ime 
off-campus work. If you?re unsure whether your situation qualifies as a Scheduled 
Break or if you can work during the break, it?s best to consult with an International 
Student Advisor.

19

Confirmation of Enrollment (COE) Letter

Students may obtain a Confirmation of Enrolment (COE) letter through their myKPU 
portal free of charge. This letter includes your enrollment status in the current 
semester, including information such as Faculty, program, number of credits you are 
currently registered in, and the number of credits you have completed. The letter does 
not require the signature of the Registrar. You may use this letter when you extend 
your Temporary Resident Visa (TRV) or to prove that you are a full-time student at 
KPU. If you require additional information to be included in the letter, please meet 
with an International Student Advisor.

The COE letter can be used as proof of enrollment  for 
immigrat ion and other purposes.

kpu.ca/dec/internat ional/advising/scheduled-breaks

https://kpu.ca/dec/international/advising/scheduled-breaks
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Working While Studying

As an international student at KPU, you may be eligible to work
while studying? both on and off campus? provided that you meet the 
eligibility criteria as outlined under paragraph 186(f), (v), or (w) of the 
Immigration and Refugee Protection Regulations, and your
study permit conditions allow for it.

Generally, students are allowed to work off-campus 24 hours/ week and 
on-campus an unlimited number of hours, provided that all study permit 
conditions are met.

Work eligibility depends on study permit  condit ions and 
maintaining full-t ime student  status.

Social Insurance Number (SIN)
If you are eligible to work, you will need to obtain a Social Insurance Number (SIN). 
This unique 9-digit number is required for you to work in Canada or to access 
certain government programs and services, such as healthcare or tax benefits. You 
can apply for a SIN by visiting a Service Canada Centre.

Please note that the decision to allow re-entry to Canada 
is at the discretion of the Canada Border Services Agency 
(CBSA) officer. To support your re-entry, ensure you 
travel with the documents listed on the right:

- A valid TRV (if required)
- A valid passport
- A valid study permit
- Proof of enrollment at KPU
- Unofficial transcript

kpu.ca/internat ional/advising/student-working-eligibility

kpu.ca/careercentre

kpu.ca/sites/default /files/internat ional/SIN.pdf

Travelling Outside Canada During Your Studies

If you are planning to travel outside Canada while studying at KPU, we recommend 
reviewing the ?Maintained Status & Traveling while Studying? page on the 
International Advising website.

If you are on Maintained Status, you should avoid travelling until you receive your new 
study permit. If you leave Canada while on maintained status, you will lose that status 
and cannot resume your studies until you have received the physical copy of your new 
study permit.

In addition to your valid study permit, you must also have a valid Temporary Resident 
Visa (TRV) to return to Canada (unless you are from a visa-exempt country). A valid 
study permit does not guarantee re-entry without a valid TRV.

Ensure all required documents are valid before t ravelling, as
re-entry to Canada is not  guaranteed.

https://kpu.ca/international/advising/student-working-eligibility
https://kpu.ca/careercentre
https://kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/SIN.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/status
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/status
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/status
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/status
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/status
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/status


Immigration Guidelines

Invit ing your family/friends to visit you in Canada
You may invite your family or friends to visit you in Canada during your 
time at KPU. For a guide on how to apply, refer to the following website.

BorderPass
BorderPass is an online platform we recommend for additional immigration 
support for things like study permit extensions, Post-
Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) applications, and judicial reviews.
It provides step-by-step guidance, document review, and access to licensed 
immigration professionals to help ensure applications are complete and 
submitted correctly. BorderPass is a helpful tool to use alongside advising support 
at KPU.
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kpu.ca/internat ional/advising/invit ing-family

Co-op Work Permit
A co-op work permit  must  be approved before start ing any co-op work.
The co-op work permit allows international students to work and 
participate in their co-op during their studies. If you are admitted into a 
co-op program, you must apply for and receive your co-op work permit 
before you can start your work placement.

kpu.ca/internat ional/borderpass

kpu.ca/co-op/Work-permit

https://kpu.ca/international/advising/inviting-family
https://kpu.ca/international/borderpass
https://kpu.ca/co-op/Work-permit


Full-Time Student  Status
Enrolled in 9 or more (undergraduate, 
graduate, preparatory, or upgrading) credit 
hours in a semester.

Part-Time Student  Status
Enrolled in fewer than 9 (undergraduate, 
graduate, preparatory, or upgrading) credit 
hours in a semester.

Impact of Withdrawal and ?NA? grade on Enrollment status
If you withdraw from a course, your status may change to part-time if your total 
registered credits drop below 9. Always consult an International Student Advisor before 
withdrawing from a course, as it can impact your study permit conditions and work 
eligibility.
Similarly, an ?NA ? Never Attended? grade can impact your enrollment status. An ?NA? 
grade is assigned when a student registers for a course but does not attend their classes 
and does not officially withdraw. While an ?NA? grade does not affect your GPA, the credit 
hours are excluded from your enrollment, which may result in part-time status.

Immigration Guidelines 22

PGWP Eligibility Criteria

If you are an international student planning to apply for a Post
Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) after completing your program, it?s 
important to review the eligibility criteria carefully before starting your 
studies and to ensure you remain compliant throughout your program.

Why Full-Time Student  Status Matters
As an international student, understanding your enrollment status? full-
time or part-time? is important for academic planning and meeting 
immigration requirements. One of the eligibility criteria for the 
Post-Graduat ion Work Permit  (PGWP) program is that  you must  
maintain full-t ime status throughout  your studies, with the exception
of scheduled breaks and authorized leave.

Review PGWP eligibility requirements early and stay compliant  
throughout  studies.

kpu.ca/internat ional/advising/pgwp

kpu.ca/internat ional/internat ionalstudents/enrolment-status-scheduled-breaks

https://http://kpu.ca/international/advising/inviting-family
https://kpu.ca/international/internationalstudents/enrolment-status-scheduled-breaks


Congratulations! All your studies 
are done and you?re ready for the 
final step to graduate. Be sure to 
be on top of deadlines for a 
smooth graduation.

Preparing for 
Graduat ion, 

Post -Graduat ion 
Work Permit  

(PGWP), & Beyond

Please note that IRCC guidelines are 
subject to change without notice. Please 
visit the Immigrat ion, Refugees and 
Cit izenship Canada (IRCC) website for 
the most up-to-date information.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship.html
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Graduation Checklist

Prepare for Graduat ion

Review the Graduation Checklist during your second-to-last semester to stay on track 
and be ready to graduate!

Make sure you?re on track to graduate by booking a meeting with an 
International Student Advisor.

1

To officially graduate from your program, you must submit a Graduation/ 
Convocation application within the deadlines posted on KPU?s Graduat ion 
webpage

Apply for Graduat ion / Convocat ion

Keep an eye on your MAP status. If it shows ?Pending Other Documents,? connect 
with an International Student Advisor to resolve any outstanding issues.

Monitor Your Graduat ion Status 
on My Act ion Plan (MAP)

Any hold on your account can delay your graduation and, in turn, prevent you 
from obtaining your PGWP Completion Letter (one of the documents required 
to apply for your Post-Graduation Work Permit).

Clear all Holds4

Preparing for Graduation, PGWP, & Beyond

To ensure that you can graduate on time, here are 
some key reminders for your last term at KPU:

Invit ing Family and Friends to Convocation
While your official credentials will be mailed to you before the ceremony, 
convocation is the formal celebration where you walk across the stage
to mark your success. Please refer to the ?Inviting Family or Friends to 
Convocation? resource guide on how to apply for a visitor visa.

Meet with an International Student Advisor

2

3

kpu.ca/internat ional/graduat ion-checklist

kpu.ca/sites/default /files/internat ional/Invit ing%20Family%20to%20
Convocat ion.pdf

https://www.kpu.ca/graduation
https://www.kpu.ca/graduation
https://kpu.ca/international/graduation-checklist
https://kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/Inviting%20Family%20to%20 Convocation.pdf
https://kpu.ca/sites/default/files/international/Inviting%20Family%20to%20 Convocation.pdf
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Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) Checklist
Once you?ve completed your program, you may be eligible to apply 
for a PGWP. The following steps will help you prepare a complete 
and timely application:

Confirm You Meet IRCC?s Field of Study Requirement (if applicable)

For more information regarding the Field of study requirement, please 
refer to the IRCC website. If you are unsure about your situation, connect 
with an International Student Advisor for guidance.

Register for a PGWP Workshop

Order Your Official Transcript

Request your transcript at the start of your final semester via the Online Self-
Service (OSS) portal. If applying before final grades are released, select the 
?Hold for Grades? option to ensure your transcript includes all final grades.

Check Your Study Permit  Validity

It is recommended for students to hold a valid study permit when applying for 
the PGWP. If you think you will not be able to apply for your PGWP with a valid 
study permit, please see an International Student Advisor to discuss your 
options.

Prepare for Your Language Test

To apply for the PGWP, you must demonstrate your language skills with a 
minimum Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB) 7 in English, or Niveaux de 
compétence linguistique canadiens (NCLC) 7 in French, across all four language 
areas. To avoid delays in submitting your PGWP application, book your
language test in advance.

Accepted tests include:

- English: IELTS (General), CELPIP (General), or PTE Core

- French: TEF Canada or TCF Canada

Join a workshop hosted by International Student Advisors to get in-depth 
information on the PGWP program, eligibility criteria, frequently asked 
questions, and more. Details regarding the workshop and how to join will be 
published on the International Advising Website.

kpu.ca/internat ional/advising

canada.ca/en/immigrat ion-refugees-cit izenship/services/study-canada/
work/after-graduat ion/eligibility/field-of-study.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility/field-of-study.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility/field-of-study.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/standard-requirements/language-requirements/test-equivalency-charts.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/standard-requirements/language-requirements/test-equivalency-charts.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/standard-requirements/language-requirements/test-equivalency-charts.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/standard-requirements/language-requirements/test-equivalency-charts.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/standard-requirements/language-requirements/test-equivalency-charts.html
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/ work/after-graduation/eligibility/field-of-study.html
https://canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/ work/after-graduation/eligibility/field-of-study.html
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Renew Your Passport  (if needed)

Students can only receive their PGWP up to the expiration date of their 
passport. If your passport is expiring soon, it?s best to apply for a renewal in 
advance to ensure you can receive the full length of your PGWP.

Receive Your PGWP Letter in your KPU Email Account

If you?ve applied for graduation and successfully completed your program, your 
PGWP Letter (Completion Letter) and Immigrat ion Purpose Document will be 
automatically emailed to your KPU email account within 3?5 business days after 
your graduation date. You do not need to request these documents separately.

Watch the Video: ?How to Apply for PGWP?

This video walks students through the step-by-step process of completing 
their Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) application on the IRCC portal. 
The webpage also includes a guide on how to complete the IMM 5710e form.

Preparing for Graduation, PGWP, & Beyond

kpu.ca/dev/internat ional/advising/pgwp

kpu.ca/sites/default /files/KPU%20Immigrat ion%20Purpose%20
Document_6.pdf

https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/KPU%20Immigration%20Purpose%20Document_6.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/KPU%20Immigration%20Purpose%20Document_6.pdf
https://www.kpu.ca/sites/default/files/KPU%20Immigration%20Purpose%20Document_6.pdf
https://kpu.ca/dev/international/advising/pgwp
https://kpu.ca/sites/default/files/KPU%20Immigration%20Purpose%20 Document_6.pdf
https://kpu.ca/sites/default/files/KPU%20Immigration%20Purpose%20 Document_6.pdf
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Understanding Your Work Eligibility
As you enter your final semester, it?s important to understand the 
dates you are permitted to work and when you need to stop. Any 
unauthorized work can make you ineligible for the PGWP program.

You may work part-t ime off-campus while waiting for your 
completion letter, provided that ALL of the following are true:

Last Semester Before Graduat ion

- You have a physical copy of a valid study permit (e.g., you are not on
maintained status)

- You did not take any unauthorized breaks in your studies (ex. if you were part-time 
for two semesters consecutively or if you were part-time in your first semester)

- You did not engage in any unauthorized work (e.g., you complied with the conditions 
of your study permit)

- If you are on maintained status, you must stop working on the final exam period end 
date as posted on KPU Dates & Deadlines page.

- If your study permit expires before you receive your completion letter, you must stop 
working on the date the study permit expires.

- If your study permit is valid, you must stop working as soon as you receive written 
confirmation of graduation.

You may work full-t ime while awaiting a decision on your work 
permit application, provided that ALL of the following are true:

After Submit t ing the PGWP Applicat ion

- You applied for your PGWP with a valid study permit. (Remember, your study
permit becomes invalid 90 days after you receive written confirmation of program 
ompletion, even though the expiry date on your study permit may extend beyond the 
90-day period)

- You did not take any unauthorized breaks in your studies (example, if you were part-
time for two semesters consecutively or if you were part-time in your first semester)

- You did not engage in any unauthorized work (e.g., you complied with the conditions
of your study permit)

https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/scheduled-breaks
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/scheduled-breaks
https://www.kpu.ca/registration/dates
https://www.kpu.ca/registration/dates
https://www.kpu.ca/registration/dates
https://www.kpu.ca/registration/dates
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/scheduled-breaks
https://www.kpu.ca/international/advising/scheduled-breaks
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Understanding Your Options for 
Permanent Residency (PR)
As you gain valuable work experience through the Post-Graduation
Work Permit (PGWP) program, you may explore options for permanent 
residency using our Immigrat ion Planner tool.  Alternatively, you may 
also refer to our Pathways to Permanent  Residency webpage.
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kpu.ca/internat ional/permanentresidency
kpuinternat ional.quest ionpro.com/immigrat ionplanner

https://kpuinternational.questionpro.com/immigrationplanner
https://kpuinternational.questionpro.com/immigrationplanner
https://kpuinternational.questionpro.com/immigrationplanner
https://www.kpu.ca/international/permanentresidency
https://www.kpu.ca/international/permanentresidency
https://www.kpu.ca/international/permanentresidency
https://www.kpu.ca/international/permanentresidency
https://kpu.ca/international/permanentresidency
https://kpuinternational.questionpro.com/immigrationplanner


Faculty of Arts

Delivers hands-on training in trades such
as welding, electrical, automotive, and 
carpentry, ensuring graduates are job-ready 
with practical skills.

KPU Facult ies
KPU offers diverse programs across several faculties, each designed 
to provide practical and academic skills for a variety of career paths.

kpu.ca/arts

Offers a diverse range of programs
that blend theoretical knowledge with 
practical, hands-on experience. Students 
can pursue studies in traditional sciences 
such as biology, chemistry, physics,
and mathematics, as well as applied 
fields like environmental protection, 
brewing operations, Horticulture, and 
Computer-Aided Design and Drafting 
(CADD) technologies.

Faculty of Science

kpu.ca/science

Faculties 29

As the largest faculty at KPU, the Faculty
of Arts offers a diverse array of programs 
across the humanities, social sciences, fine 
arts, and emerging digital disciplines. With 
over 21 departments, students can pursue 
various credentials, including bachelor?s 
degrees (with honours options), associate 
degrees, diplomas, and certificates.

Faculty of Trades
and Technology

kpu.ca/trades

https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/arts
https://kpu.ca/science
https://kpu.ca/science
https://kpu.ca/science
https://kpu.ca/science
https://kpu.ca/science
https://kpu.ca/science
https://kpu.ca/trades
https://kpu.ca/trades
https://kpu.ca/trades
https://kpu.ca/trades
https://kpu.ca/trades
https://kpu.ca/trades


kpu.ca/design

kpu.ca/melville

Faculties 30

kpu.ca/acpFaculty of Academic & 
Career Preparat ion
Supports students in building 
foundational skills through academic 
upgrading, English language studies, and 
pathways to university-level courses.

Faculty of Health
Offers diverse programs aimed at preparing 
students for careers in healthcare. These 
programs include bachelor?s degrees in 
Nursing, Psychiatric Nursing, and 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, as well as 
diplomas and certificates in areas like 
Health Care Assistance and Acupuncture. 
The faculty emphasizes practical, hands-on 
learning through simulation labs, clinical 
placements, and real-world experiences. 
Graduates are well-equipped to work in 
hospitals, community health centers, and 
private practices, with opportunities for 
further professional development.

Melville School of Business
One of the largest business schools in Western Canada, offering a 
wide range of programs, such as accounting, financing, supply 
chain management, and entrepreneurial leadership. Programs 
focus on practical skills, industry connections, and real-world 
experience, preparing students for careers in both the private 
and public sectors. Options include diplomas, bachelor?s 
degrees, and post-baccalaureate diplomas.

Wilson School of Design
Offers innovative programs in fashion, graphic design, interior 
design, product design, and technical apparel, blending 
creativity with industry expertise.

kpu.ca/health

https://kpu.ca/design
https://kpu.ca/design
https://kpu.ca/design
https://kpu.ca/design
https://kpu.ca/design
https://kpu.ca/design
https://kpu.ca/melville
https://kpu.ca/melville
https://kpu.ca/melville
https://kpu.ca/melville
https://kpu.ca/melville
https://kpu.ca/melville
https://kpu.ca/acp
https://kpu.ca/acp
https://kpu.ca/acp
https://kpu.ca/acp
https://kpu.ca/acp
https://kpu.ca/acp
https://kpu.ca/health
https://kpu.ca/health
https://kpu.ca/health
https://kpu.ca/health
https://kpu.ca/health
https://kpu.ca/health
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Join the KPU Alumni 
Community!

As you prepare to graduate, you?re also joining a vibrant and supportive 
community of KPU alumni. Being part of this network means access to exclusive 
events, networking opportunities, career support, and more. Learn more about 

KPU Alumni perks, services, and how to stay involved at alumni.kpu.ca

https://alumni.kpu.ca
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Notes:



Email: internationalstudents@kpu.ca
Website: kpu.ca/ international/advising

Drop-ins/ Appointment Booking:
kpu.ca/dev/international/advising/connect

Phone:  +1 604.599.2866 (Mon - Fri:  9:00AM-12:00PM & 1:00-4:00PM)

Health Insurance

Support  Letters for 
IRCC Applicat ions

Academic Resources

Graduat ion 
Checklist

Immigrat ion Advising

Scheduled Breaks, Authorized 
Leave & Working Eligibility

@kpu_international  |   kpu.ca/international

mailto:internationalstudents@kpu.ca
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/international/advising
https://kpu.ca/dev/international/advising/connect
https://kpu.ca/international
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