
 

The information provided is intended to help raise awareness on environmental sustainability. 

      
To learn more, visit kwantlen.ca/sustainability 

Going Green Tip 

A New Way of Looking at Light 

The old incandescent light bulb is getting harder to find and is being replaced by new fluorescent or 
LED light bulbs. These new fluorescent bulbs use about ¼ the energy of the incandescent bulbs while 
producing the same amount of light and lasting up to 10 times as long. They may seem more 
expensive to buy but they are much less expensive over time and have far less environmental impact 
when you consider how long they last and the energy savings provided over their life. 

Most of us can picture how bright a 60watt bulb is compared to a 100watt bulb. But as we move to 
replace those old incandescent bulbs with new fluorescent or LED light bulbs, there’s more to a light 
than wattage.  

Key Facts to Consider 

Lumens Color Wattage 

Indicates how much light is 
produced. 

The higher the number of 
lumens the more the light 
it produces. 

Incandescent bulbs typically emit light 
at 2000k which is a warm yellow hue.  

Lights which produce light that appears 
whiter are a higher colour temperature 
such as 4000k.  

Indicates much power the 
bulb consumes.  

The higher the wattage 
the more energy the bulb 
consumes. 

Selecting the Right Light Bulb 

The conversion table to the right provides a 
handy reference for replacing incandescent 
bulbs.  

If you’re looking to replace your old 
incandescent light bulbs, you don’t need to be 
concerned with replacing a 40watt 
incandescent with a 40watt compact 
fluorescent light bulb. Instead look for the 
lumens output of the bulb.  

Another important consideration is to select 
the type of light the bulb emits by selecting the 
color you prefer.  

Standard 

Incandescent 
Bulb (watts) 

ENERGY STAR® 
Qualified CFL 

(approx. equivalent 
watts) 

Minimum  

Light Output 
(lumens) 

40 10 450 

60 15 800 

75 20 1100 

100 29 1600 

150 38 2600 


